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Comments
From
the
Chair

This issue of the Catalyst snuck up on me in multiple ways. First of all,
as soon as I started typing this, I realized that I am typing my last newsletter as the Chair of the Philadelphia Local Section. I did not think this
year would go by as quickly as it did. In addition, I was so occupied with
planning the last couple of events, that I completely lost track of time.

Ivona Sasimovich October started with the dedication of the West Point site as an American
Chemical Society National Historic Chemical Landmark for the contribution to the discovery of HIV highly active antiretroviral therapy in the form of Crixivan. The
two-hour event included talks by both the scientists who worked on the discovery and development of Crixivan, and an individual who received the life-changing therapy and lived to tell and
show us the results. It was an engaging event that brought several people out of their retirement
for the occasion.
During the month of October we also honored Dr. Joseph Francisco of the University of Pennsylvania with the 2022 Philadelphia Local Section Award. In return, Dr. Francisco honored us
with a lecture outlining some of his recent accomplishments in the field of chemistry.
This month I am looking forward to attending the Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture at the Science
History Institute. The guest speaker is Dr. Frances Arnold, Nobel Laureate and Caltech professor.
She is an engaging speaker, and I am sure we won’t be disappointed with this event. I hope to see
many of our members on that Thursday evening.
As I mentioned earlier, this is my last newsletter of the year and therefore I wanted to give you a
fast recap of the year. We started with virtual events in the first quarter because of the lingering
effects of the pandemic. That did not stop our January guest lecturer, Dr. Hannum, from giving
an educational talk virtually about persistent loss of taste and smell caused by COVID-19. In
addition, we learned more about what the Monell Sciences Center does and the science that takes
place there. The virtual joint event between CCN and YCC was a good time to learn more about
what these groups are and what they do for their members.
We cautiously started hosting in-person meetings in April. The first such event was the teaching
and scholastic achievement awards that took place at Rutgers University Camden. Then during
the summer, we had our annual luncheon to honor 50-. 60- and 70- year members and a multisociety networking event at a local Philadelphia Brewery. Which brings me to fall and the events
outlined above.
Unfortunately, the year was not all smooth sailing and if you read the newsletter monthly, as I
know you do, some events were cancelled last minute. These cancellations happened for various
reasons but instead of planning last minute substitutions, I chose to skip a couple of meetings
instead. I really appreciate everyone’s patience this year as we try to get back to more in-person
events. As many of us got accustomed to a virtual component, we will strive to provide both
options for the Section events in the future.
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I would also like to say that many events would not be possible without volunteers. Candice
Pelligra single-handedly organized the multi-section networking event this year. Matt Irwin spent
many weeks organizing logistics of the Edgar Fahs Smith lecture, which unfortunately was postponed multiple times this year. I am very grateful for their help.
Next year Dr. Graham Dobereiner will take the lead and I am sure he has a fun program in mind
for us.
At this point I must say goodbye. Thank you for a great year.
I will not talk to you next month, but I hope to see you at some of the events next year!

NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren
The ACS Physical Chemistry Division has established a new award, the Marsha I. Lester award
for exemplary impact in physical chemistry. Dr. Lester is the Christopher H. Browne distinguished professor of chemistry at Penn where her research is focused on open-shell complexes
and reaction intermediates of environmental significance. She is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a member of the National Academy of Sciences. Previous honors
include the Garvan-Olin medal, and the Bourke Lectureship of the Faraday Division of the Royal
Society of Chemistry among others.
Karen Winey of Penn will receive the 2023 ACS award in polymer chemistry. The Winey Lab
at the University of Pennsylvania employs a variety of experimental and computational tools to
probe the structural and physical properties of advanced polymers.
The Philadelphia Section ACS received two ChemLuminary awards for volunteer efforts. The
ACS Membership Affairs Committee’s Industry Engagement and Outreach award recognized the
Section for organizing a virtual award ceremony for outstanding industrial chemists. The ACS
Committee on Local Section Activities recognized the Section for outstanding performance by a
large local section for coordinating with several sister societies, industry partners, technical divisions, and neighboring sections to deliver a variety of virtual programs throughout 2021.
DEATHS
Thomas W. Alberts, retired chemical engineer, September 1, 2022 at 93. He worked for Sharpless Corp. and then started his own firm, Alberts and Associates, consulting with major chemical
process manufacturers.
Andrew Mercurio, polymer chemist, September 29th at 87. He worked for many years at Rohm
and Haas and then moved on to Lehigh University where he was associate director for knowledge
transfer of polymer interfaces. He held several patents in thermosetting coating compositions.
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Herbert Ellis Allen, emeritus professor, June 29th at 83. He served as director of Drexel University’s Environmental Studies Institute and then taught civil and environmental engineering at the
University of Delaware. Allen was a 50+ year member of the ACS and was named an ACS Fellow
in 2013.
John W. Kane, Jr., retired chemist and lawyer, July 2nd at 86. He was a chemist at Union Carbide
and obtained his law degree in the evenings. In 1966 he joined Scott Paper where he eventually
was named chief patent and environmental attorney.

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER
Younger Chemists Committee Program and Event Planning Volunteers: The Younger Chemists
Committee (YCC) is a committee of the Philadelphia Local Section focusing on the needs of undergraduate, graduate, post doc, and early career chemists under 35 years old. The committee is
looking for volunteers to help with program planning for the annual poster session to be held this
Fall. Many hands make light work, so several volunteers are needed in this capacity! This is an
excellent opportunity for students and early career chemists to assume leadership roles and network with likeminded scientists within the ACS community. The estimated time commitment
would be less than 1 hour per week.
All interested individuals can reach out to Isabella Goodenough at:
igoodenough.acs@gmail.com

ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS
Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up
an appointment.
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Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture: Dr. Frances Arnold
Thursday, November 17, 2022

6:00 PM–8:00 PM
Science History Institute
315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
United States
The 2022 Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture, featuring Nobel Laureate Dr. Frances Arnold, will be
held at the Science History Institute.
Registration is open:
https://www.sciencehistory.org/event/frances-arnold-innovation-by-evolution-bringing-newchemistry-to-life
This is an in-person event. The recording of the lecture will be posted on the website of the Science History Institute at a later date.
Frances Arnold is the Linus Pauling Professor of Chemical Engineering, Bioengineering, and
Biochemistry at the California Institute of Technology. She was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry in 2018 for pioneering directed enzyme evolution and has used directed protein evolution for applications in alternative energy, chemicals, and medicine. Arnold was recently appointed cochair of President Biden’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology. Other
awards include the Charles Stark Draper Prize of the U.S. National Academy of Engineering
(2011), the U.S. National Medal of Technology and Innovation (2011), and the Millennium Technology Prize (2016). She has been elected to the U.S. National Academies of Science, Medicine,
and Engineering, and was appointed to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in 2019. Arnold cofounded three companies in sustainable chemistry and renewable energy (Gevo, Provivi, Aralez
Bio) and serves on the boards of several public and private companies. She earned a BS in mechanical and aerospace engineering from Princeton University and a PhD in chemical engineering
from the University of California, Berkeley.
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In Case You Missed It: October Events
The October Section meeting was the annual Philadelphia Local Section Award. This year the
award was given to Dr. Joseph Francisco of the University of Pennsylvania. The award ceremony
and the lecture took place on October 18 at the Chemistry Building of the University of Pennsylvania campus.
The meeting began with an introduction by Dr. Graham Dobereiner who is the Chair-Elect of the
Local Section and the Chair of the Awards Committee. Dr. Dobereiner summarized all the wonderful things he learned about Dr. Francisco from the recommendation letters he received. Later
the Chair of the chemistry department of the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Christianson followed up with another introduction of Dr. Francisco. During this portion of the ceremony the
audience learned more about the academic background of Dr. Francisco and the path that took
him to University of Pennsylvania.
At this point, Dr. Francisco began his lecture titled “A Fresh Look at the Chemistry Behind Acid
Rain.” He started with his background and gave the audience a glimpse into his childhood. The
remainder of the lecture covered the science that Dr. Francisco and his collaborators were doing
over the past decade. It was interesting to see that in his search to find the answers to scientific
questions, Dr. Francisco was using observations as a child. He just knew that one reaction did not
take 13 days as some scientists suggested and therefore he continued working on a theory that
would provide an alternative process for the same product.
The lecture concluded with a short Q&A and was followed by a reception organized by the staff
of the University of Pennsylvania.

Pictured left to right: Ivona Sasimovich, Dr. Joseph Francisco, Dr. Graham Dobereiner
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Earlier this year two of our Local Section members were announced as ACS Fellows. To celebrate, a group of local members got together for lunch. Below is a picture from that afternoon.

Pictured left to right: Libby Harper, Marge Matthews, and James (Jim) D. Burke

2022 MARPG – Educational Symposium
We are excited to be back in person at a NEW LOCATION for our annual Educational Symposium! Please join MARPG in November for a day of talks and networking. Registration price
includes light breakfast and lunch. We will have several speakers and plenty of time for networking. Agenda will follow shortly.
Where: The Inn at Villanova University, 601 County Line Rd, Radnor, PA 19087
When: Thursday, November 17. Breakfast starts at 8:30 AM, program starts at 9:00 AM. Ends
around 3 PM
Cost: $65 (Register now and receive an invoice for payment)
Registration Deadline: Friday, November 4
Register here: https://marpg.org/events/
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742nd ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, September 8, 2022
Teleconference Meeting
Present: Catherine Bentzley, Amy Brown, Michael Castaldi, David J. Cichowicz, Melissa Cichowicz, Deborah H. Cook, Judith Currano, Ella Davis, Anne DeMasi, Isabella Goodenough, Sharon Haynie, Kathryn Lysko, Christine McInnis, Sr. Rose
Mulligan, James K. Murray, Ivona Sasimovich, Kathleen Shaginaw, Wei Wang, Ann Valentine.
Excused: Graham Dobereiner, Rick Ewing, David Salas-de la Cruz, and Victor Tortorelli
The 742nd Board Meeting of the Philadelphia Section, ACS, was called to order at 7:03 PM and the ACS Code of Conduct
was read.
I.

Roll Call
Roll was taken, a quorum was present, and the meeting began.

II.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
The June 9, 2022, 741st BoD meeting minutes were approved with two abstentions.

III.

Officers’ Reports:
a. Chair – Ivona Sasimovich
•

50, 60, 70 Year Member Luncheon
o 18 chemists attended the June 16th luncheon at William Penn Inn.
▪ 15 signed up ahead of time and 3 others signed in the day of the event.
o All certificates were given out and those who could not make the luncheon received one in
the mail. Robert, our administrative assistant took care of this.
o Ivona showed a picture of the 10 honorees.

•

Networking Event – July 25, 2022, Love City Brewing, Phila, PA
o 46 people attended based on name tags with some others in attendance.
o 13 attendees were ACS members.
o 68 signed up on Eventbrite. Event free to attend. Beverages were pay-as-you-go at the bar;
light refreshments were provided.
o A fun evening was had by all, and the event provided for a wide range of networking.

•

Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture – Sept. 19 date canceled
o Prof. Squire Booker not able to be present.
o Noted on ACS Phila. website but was featured in the September Catalyst.
o Will discuss with those at U. of Penn. when this can be rescheduled.

•

October Event - HAART National Historic Chemical Landmark
o October 7th at Merck West Point site
o Email Ivona if you would like to attend and represent the ACS Board. Looking for 12 – 15
from Phila. Local Section to attend.
o Event in collaboration with Merck and GSK
o Lunch included.
o Ivona will send out link to BoD.
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•

ACS 2022 Section Award - Monday, October 17, 2022
o Professor Joseph S. Fancisco
▪ President of ACS, 2010
▪ President’s Distinguished Professor at U of Penn.
▪ Chemical physicist, atmospheric chemistry
▪ National Research Council Governing Board
▪ American Academy of Arts & Science Council
o 4:00 PM Lecture, followed by reception
▪ Free event, no registration required
▪ Lynch Lecture Hall, Chemistry Building, U. of Penn.
o Unanimously approved by the BoD

•

October Event - Science History Museum for Undergraduate Students
o Saturday, October 8, 2022
▪ 10 AM – 12:00 PM arrival, museum tour
▪ 12:30 PM – 2 PM, lunch pay as you go, small group discussions
o Hosted Phila. Local ACS and Senior, Younger, Disabilities, Women’s and Career Chemist
Committees.
▪ Networking for careers, learning about life as a scientist, and resume evaluations
o September 10th, Saturday, Science History Institute having an open day for college students.
Sharon Haynie will send Michael link. May be a connection for the October 8th event.
November Event - Mini LDI (Leadership Development Institute)
o Saturday, Nov. 5th at St. Joseph’s University, Hawk Hill Campus, Phila.
o Students $20, ACS members $50, non-members $75
o Philadelphia, Lehigh Valley, Princeton and Trenton Local Sections of the American Chemical
Society (ACS)
o Courses:
▪ Fostering Innovation
▪ Collaborating Across Boundaries
▪ Developing Communication Strategies
▪ Coaching and Feedback

•

•

November 17th, Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture
o Thursday, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM, Science History Institute, 315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA
19106
o Dr. Frances Arnold
o A link will be provided on the website for this lecture.

•

Education and Outreach (E & O) Committee
o Allocated $1000 for Franklin Institute Science Carnival
▪ Event was cancelled.
o National Chemistry Week at Please Touch Museum
▪ All agreed that money from previous cancelled event can be used for this event.
▪ Ivona will ask them to write something up for the end-of-the year report so these
events can be noted.

•

Congratulations to Marge Matthews for being accepted as an ACS Fellow!
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•

YCC (Younger Chemists Committee) looking for a new chair.
o Dr. Isabella Goodenough is finishing her term this year.
o Academic Relations Committee will be asked to see if they have any suggestions for a new
chair. Ivona will ask faculty at universities if they could each recommend two younger chemists. Melissa Cichowicz will help with names. Christie will reach out to those in industry.

•

Strategic Planning Retreat
o February 4-5, 2023
o Facilitators will be Wayne Jones and Martha Lester.

•

Awards – Special kudos to Christie and Ivona for helping with the below.
o Phila. Section received new Innovative Project Grant, IPG.
▪ Thank you to Catherine Bentzley for requesting this to make the Chem Wars open
on a wider scale. A new component will be someone from ACS and/or YCC will
speak with the participants.
o

Chemluminaries – Section received three awards at recent National Meeting.
▪ Outstanding Performance in Very Large category.
▪ YCC event, multi-society networking event. Thank you to Candice.
▪ Continuing Public Relations, YCC.

b. Immediate Past Chair—Christie McInnis
• Industrial relations committee, hoping to build up response and involvement.
o Planning on awards for industry.
c. Secretary – Sister Rose Mulligan
• No report
d. Treasurer – Wei Wang
• Collecting documents for councilors who attended Fall ACS meeting. Deadline is Sept. 14th to submit
documents. National deadline is Sept. 28th.
o Anne will send list of those who attended to Wei.
• All approved the Treasurer’s Report with one abstention.
e. Chair of Council Affairs – Anne DeMasi
• Congratulations to Ella Davis for being elected to the Committee on Committees, ConC, a three-year
term.
• National Meetings will be hybrid this year.
• August meeting, more attended in person.
IV.

Committee Reports
a. Career Services – Jim Murray
• Working with Michael Castaldi for October 8th event.
• Sept. 30, Career Event at Temple, being held in person this year.
• In November, Chemical Consultants Network, CCN, event, how to deal best with remote work.
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b.

V.

PAGES Session, Saturday, November 12th, Kathy Shaginaw mentoring with some younger chemists to pass
torch. This will be first event of this in three years, since Covid. Event will continue to be at Chestnut Hill
College, CHC.
• CHC requires a signature on contract for event. From consultant a few years ago, suggestion was
signing authority is chair, chair-elect, treasurer, and secretary.
• Will also need insurance from ACS National. Christie will forward website within ACS for the form to
submit.
• Judith Currano, advisor of Penn Women in Chemistry, and will encourage students to participate.
• Christie will help to send this out to the Industrial Committee.

Other Business - none at this time.

Next meeting, Thursday, October 13th.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 PM.
Sister Rose B. Mulligan, IHM

November 2022
Page 143

the Catalyst
Chemical Consultants Network ZOOM MEETING
NOVEMBER 09, 2022
THE PULSE OF THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY IN LATE 2022
Joint Meeting – CCN, ACS Philadelphia and ACS Career Group
James Murray, Dennis Murphy and Bhaskar Venepalli
DATE & TIME: Wednesday, November 09, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Click here to register
Location: Online via Zoom! (Registration required, see below)
Abstract: This event is designed to provide an opportunity for an interactive discussion on the current
state of the chemical industry, primarily from the perspective of those looking to enter the profession.
What is the current state of hiring? What work modalities are being offered? How is the “new normal”
affecting hiring and job acceptance?
Biographies: James Murray is a member of the faculty at Immaculata University since August 2001. He
has spent 13 years as Department Head at Immaculata, served as Chair of Local Section in 2019 and
Chair of Career Services since 2020. Jim has been an ACS Career consultant for a little over 2 years.
Dennis Murphy is a Principal Investigator at GlaxoSmithKline in Mechanistic Biology. He did his Ph.D.
at the University of Wisconsin and was a post-doctoral fellow at the Penn State University. He has
spent the majority of time in pharmaceutical research, but also worked in biocatalysis and enzyme evolution, bioinformatics, small molecule development, nanomaterials, and adjunct teaching, all in the
Philadelphia area.
Bhaskar Venepalli is President of CiVentiChem, a premier CRO lab in RTP, North Carolina. He has been
working as a career consultant past 20 years, served as Chair of NC local section, and currently serves
as a counselor and CEPA committee member. He is a board of Director at North Carolina Biotechnology
Center and a Trustee at North Carolina A&T University. He is a successful entrepreneur and passionate
about helping fellow chemists.
Click here to register to attend the event. This session is FREE.
CONSULTANTS - OPPORTUNITY HERE!

PLEASE VISIT

http://www.chemconsultants.org/

Are You Getting the Benefits of CCN Membership or Event Participation?
THE CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK PROVIDES VALUABLE TOOLS FOR MEMBERS BEYOND THE MEETINGS AND NETWORKING. CHECK OUT OUR:
•
Valuable past presentations – Consultants’ Directory – Blogs – Resources
•
Join! Most valuable – post your consulting practice information – and have greater visibility!
•
If you’d like to speak with one of our members, come to a CCN meeting
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Contact the Section Office at
PhilaACS@gmail.com or
(267) 485-1792
Put “Volunteer” in the subject line
or leave a message including
contact information.
vtortorelli@ursinus.edu
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