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Ivona Sasimovich 

 And just like that, we are halfway through the year. Congratulations to 

all the graduates who finished their degrees last month! I would like to 

wish you luck in your future undertakings.  

The month of May has been filled with a lot of planning for the Local 

Section. With many pandemic-related cancelations and delays, we had 

to move several events to the fall of this year, which means we will 

have a busy fall! I hope everyone will be ready to come out to our in-

person events starting in September.  

The Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) is taking place now at The College of New 

Jersey. This year the MARM 2022 ACS Division of Chemical Education Region Award for 

Excellence in High School Teaching goes to Ms. Siobhan McVay. If you recall, she got our 

Section’s award for excellence in high school teaching last year. Ms. McVay’s dedication to 

teaching is exemplary and I am extremely happy she is recognized on the regional level this 

year.  

On June 16 we are hosting an anniversary luncheon to recognize our 50-, 60-, and 70-year 

members. Please join us at William Penn Inn at noon for lunch and social hour. This is a great 

opportunity to meet the local chemists who have been a part of this scientific organization for a 

long time.  

This summer be on a lookout for an email containing information about the networking event 

we are planning for August. This event will be designed to see the members of various societies 

in person for the first time in a couple of years. We would like for you to come out and socialize 

away from the screens and zoom calls. 

Time flies fast, at least for me. That’s why I would like to remind you that fall is around the 

corner! The event calendar will be packed, and some things will sneak up on you, so be pre-

pared. First, the Section Award nominations are due August 1. If you know an exceptional 

chemist, you should nominate them for this award.  

In addition, the elections for the Local Section will be happening in the fall. Be on the lookout 

for that information. This year we have a couple of new faces in the running. It would be a good 

idea to spend a couple of minutes to go through their bios and maybe that will inspire some of 

you to be included on election slate in the future. If you have ideas and you want to be more ac-

tive in the Local Section, you can start by attending a Board meeting. You can find all that in-

formation at our website.  

Just a reminder, this is the last issue of this newsletter for the summer.  

Have a fun filled and restful season, I will talk to you in September!   

Comments 

From  

the  

Chair 
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NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren 

DEATHS 

James R. McKee, chemistry professor, November 1, 2021 at 75. He taught chemistry for 44 

years at the University of the Sciences. For 20 years he was also director of graduate programs 

in chemistry, biochemistry and pharmacognosy. McKee published papers in the field of sulfone 

and sulfonanilide antibiotics and coauthored with his wife, Trudy, seven editions of the text-

book Biochemistry: The Molecular Basis of Life. 

Franz Maximilian Matschinsky, retired professor, March 31, 2022 at 90. Born in Breslau, Po-

land, he was educated in Germany and moved to the United States in 1963. During 1963-1975, 

while at Washington University in St. Louis, he researched and discovered the role of glucoki-

nase in the treatment of diabetes. In 1976 Matschinsky joined the faculty of the University of 

Pennsylvania and taught in the department of biochemistry and biophysics of the Perelman 

School of Medicine. 

In 1983 he was named director of Penn’s Cox Institute of Diabetes Research. His work in dia-

betes resulted in his receiving the Banting Medal for scientific achievement from the American 

Diabetes Association. In 2020 he was honored with the Rolf Luft award from the Karolinska 

Institutet in Sweden. 

Cynthia J. (Ross) Fishman, former chemist, April 7th at 94. She was a chemical engineer for 

the Manhattan Project. However, following an explosion, she changed fields and worked for 

General Electric before becoming a homemaker. 

Eleanor Platt Erisman, chemist and then social worker, April 13th at 97. She also worked on 

the Manhattan Project while at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston in the field of medi-

cal research. Erisman then conducted research at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 

on physiological changes related to stress. After obtaining a degree in social work she worked 

in family planning and hospice care. 

Robert A. Bernoff, research chemist and professor, April 18th at 89. He taught at Temple’s 

night school while engaged in research for the RCA Sarnoff Laboratory and Pennwalt. He was a 

co-founder of Melcor, a firm that made thermoelectric cooling materials. Bernoff joined Penn 

State’s Ogontz campus and was eventually appointed campus executive officer. His focus then 

shifted from solid state chemistry to pre-college science teaching. 

Bernoff received several National Science Foundation grants and traveled extensively, present-

ing workshops for teachers here and abroad. Using experimental criteria, he tested them by 

teaching at elementary, junior and senior high schools. 

Andrew M. Slivjak, retired chemical engineer, April 20th at 68. His 33-year career was spent 

with Rohm and Haas, Allied Chemical, and Sunoco. His later years in industry were devoted to 
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safety management to prevent fires, spills, and explosions. He also served as an industrial repre-

sentative on community fire department committees.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER 

Younger Chemists Committee Program and Event Planning Volunteers: The Younger Chemist 

Committee (YCC) is a committee of the Philadelphia Local Section focusing on the needs of 

undergraduate, graduate, post doc, and early career chemists under 35 years old. The committee 

is looking for volunteers to help with program planning for the annual poster session to be held 

this Fall. Many hands make light work, so several volunteers are needed in this capacity! This is 

an excellent opportunity for students and early career chemists to assume leadership roles and 

network with likeminded scientists within the ACS community. The estimated time commit-

ment would be less than 1 hour per week. 

All interested individuals can reach out to Isabella Goodenough at: 

igoodenough.acs@gmail.com   

 

 

ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS 

Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The 
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one 
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send 
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up 
an appointment. 

 

mailto:igoodenough.acs@gmail.com
mailto:acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com
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mailto:ivona.sasimoich@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3ty92rF
mailto:ivona.sasimovich@gmail.com
mailto:rmu..igan@immaculata.edu
mailto:PhilaACS@gmail.com
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ACS National Committees Need You! 

Now Open to any Full Member1 

 
 

Why serve? 
• Make an impact in areas important to you 

• Apply your expertise and experience to help achieve the mission and vision of the ACS and its 

committees  

• Expand learning opportunities to share with your ACS Division or Local Section 

Benefits? 
• Leadership opportunities 

• Professional development. Develop additional skills to enhance your career 

• Ability to engage in your interests 

• Expand your professional network  

How do I apply? 
• Review the list of ACS committees 

(https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committees/information/inf

ormation-sheets.html). Attending an Open Meeting is also an excellent way of learning more 

about the Committee. 

• Let the National ACS know your committee preferences and your background. The Online 

Registration Form will be available through July 15st, 2022 at: 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committee-sign-

up.html?sc=gvrn_em_member. List no less than two, but no more than four committees prefer-

ences.2  

 

1To serve on an ACS committee your ACS membership must be current and in good standing. Com-
munity Affiliates do not receive the benefit of being able to serve on an ACS National Committee.  
2It is recommended that you offer as many options as possible to increase your chances of being ap-
pointed to one of the committees, indicating which you are interested in serving on along with applica-
ble experience. Make a committee preference only if you feel that you can attend and actively partici-
pate in a committee’s meetings either virtually or in-person. ACS committees are working committees; 
attendance (virtually or in-person) and participation at committee and subcommittee meetings are im-
portant. Reimbursement support to attend National Meetings is available for those who serve on an 
ACS Committee. 

 

 
 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committees/information/information-sheets.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committees/information/information-sheets.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committee-sign-up.html?sc=gvrn_em_member
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/committee-sign-up.html?sc=gvrn_em_member


  

June 2022 Page 86 

 

the Catalyst 

 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

2022 ACS PHILADELPHIA SECTION AWARD 

 
Notice is hereby given that the ACS Philadelphia Section invites its members, as well as Regional and Topical 

Groups, to nominate candidates for the 2022 ACS Philadelphia Section Award. 

 

This Award shall be presented “to one member of the Section, or in exceptional circumstances to two members 

of the Section jointly, who by conspicuous scientific achievement has made important contributions to the field 

of chemistry and thereby aided the public appreciate of the profession.” (ACS Philadelphia Section Bylaw X, 

§1.)  Any member of the ACS Philadelphia Section may be nominated. Recent awardees include Anthony W. 

Addison (Drexel University), Marsha I. Lester (University of Pennsylvania), Michelle Francl (Bryn Mawr Uni-

versity), Yury Gogotsi (Drexel University), and David W. Christianson (University of Pennsylvania). 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING NOMINATION 

 

1) Nominators should provide a CV of the nominee showing education; employment and/or academic history; a 

list of publications, presentations and patents; and a record of other accomplishments pertinent to consideration 

for this award. 

2) One or two seconding letters (at least one of which should be from a person in an organization other than that of 

the nominee) should be requested in support of the nomination. 

3) Nominators and seconders should be identified with addresses, e-mail and telephone numbers so that they can 

be contacted, if necessary, for additional information. 

4) Unsuccessful nominees from previous years may be renominated. In fairness to the nominee, however, renomi-

nations must be accompanied by an updating of the nominee’s biographical data and a list of accomplishments 

in order to make the nomination competitive. Unsuccessful nominees who have been considered three years in a 

row should not be renominated for the fourth year in succession without prior consultation by the nominator 

with the Chair of the Awards Committee 

 

Nomination forms are available from the Section office at: 

   

ACS Philadelphia Section 

Department of Chemistry 

University of Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323 

(267) 485-1792; e-mail PhilaACS@gmail.com 

 

The completed packet of nomination materials may be e-mailed to PhilaACS@gmail.com or mailed by August 

1, 2022 to the Chair of the Awards Committee at the Section Office address above. 

 

 

mailto:PhilaACS@gmail.com
mailto:PhilaACS@gmail.com
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738th ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 
Teleconference Meeting         

Present: Catherine Bentzley, Amy Brown, David J. Cichowicz, Melissa Cichowicz, Deborah H. Cook, Judith Currano, Graham 
Dobereiner, Wei Gao, Sharon Haynie, Kathryn Lysko, Christine McInnis, James K. Murray, David Salas-de la Cruz, Ivona Sasimovich, 
Kathleen Shaginaw, Victor Tortorelli, Ann Valentine, Wei Wang 

Excused: Isabella Goodenough, Sr. Rose Mulligan 

Not Present: Michael Castaldi, Anne DeMasi, Rick Ewing 

The 738th Board Meeting of the Philadelphia Section, ACS, was called to order at 7:02 PM and the ACS Code of Conduct was read. 

I. Roll Call 
Roll was taken and a quorum was present to begin the meeting.  

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The February 10, 2022, 737th BOD meeting minutes were approved. 

III. Officers’ Reports: 
a. Chair – Ivona Sasimovich 

• MARM Award Nominations – MARM is June 1-4, 2022, at TCNJ 
o Siobhan McVay, Delran High School 

• ACS Division of Chemical Education for Excellence in High School Teaching 

• Received Phila. ACS Teaching Award in 2021. 
o Dr. Mark Reynolds, St. Joseph’s University 

• Emmet Reid Award in Chemistry Teaching at Small Colleges 

• ACS Spring National Meeting – March 20 – 24, 2022 
o Ivona collected names of Phila. Section members who are attending in person.  

• Will send names to help those attending gather, if desired at the meeting. 

• March Event – 2022 CACS (Chinese American Chemical Society) Spring Virtual Event at ACS National Meeting 
o Promoting DEIR (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Respect) and Keeping USA STEM Competitive: Gang 

Chen’s Story.  MIT professor.  
o Thursday, March 24, 2022, 7:30 pm, EDT 
o Free registration, www.cacshq.org 
o DEIR core value of ACS. 
o For more information, contact Ivona. 

• Teaching Awards – April 5th, 7:00 PM, Rutgers, Camden, NJ 
o Excellence in Pre-College Teaching, Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, and 2022 Student Scholas-

tic Achievement Awards. 
o Ivona emailed students and collected information and pictures. 
o 1st in-person meeting this year at Rutgers Campus Center. 
o A link was given to register.  Eventbrite used to collect funds. Event is $25 flat fee, Ivona adjusted 

Eventbrite so that payment fee is taken out of the $25. Form also included parking information and 
meal choice.  

• New Administrative Assistant 
o Welcome, Robert O. Wertz 

• Working at U of Penn for over 20 years. 

• Excited to be working with ACS, brings organizational skills. 

• Handling plaques and engravings for Teaching Awards. 

• Had worked for Organic Letters 

• Ivona met with in person at ACS Office at U of Penn.  

• Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture – possibly happening  
o Professor Squire Booker, Penn State University 
o Possibly will happen in April or May 
o Unclear about whether in-person or virtual attendance for non-U of Penn community will be offered. 

• May Meeting – if Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture not happening, an outreach event will be planned.  
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b. Chair-Elect – Graham Dobereiner 

• ACS Teaching Awards 
o Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching – Professor Mark Reynolds of St. Joseph’s University. 

• Brought forth by committee, voted on and unanimously approved by the BOD. 
o Excellence in Pre-College Teaching – LeAnne Fox-Jones of Julia R. Masterman Laboratory and Demon-

stration School, Phila. 

• Waiting for one more supporting document.  

• Motion brought forward to approve this nomination contingent upon receipt of letter from prin-
cipal.  

• The motion was voted upon and unanimously approved by the BOD. 
 

c. Immediate Past Chair—Christie McInnis 

• Working on Leadership Development Institute, postponed from Sept. 2021. Mark Reynolds helping coordinate 
dates to hold event at St. Joseph University, Sept. 2022. 

o Working with other location ACS sections in the area.  
o Will have Leadership Development Award and transfer the grants that have been associated with this 

event for bringing speakers in.  

• Beginning to put forward the election slate. Call for possible nominations for board, councilor, chair-elect and 
re-elections.  

• Annual report was filed.  
o Thank you to Wei for finance report.  
o Isabella helped in organizing eleven ChemLuminary Awards.  

• Some highlighted such as, Catherine nominated U of Sciences for ACS Student Affiliate Chapter,  

• Nominated local Chemistry Olympiad Program organizers for past six years. (USNCO, U.S. Nation-
al Chemistry Olympiad) 

o Craig McClure and Laura Grande  
 

d. Secretary – Sister Rose Mulligan 

• No report 
 

e. Treasurer – Wei Wang 

• Annual report filed, due date Feb. 15. Feb. 14 received year-end tax summary from Edward Jones.  

• Annual tax filing is in progress. Jim Holden very helpful. Wei will continue to work with. 
o Change in tax company ownership but projected premium expected to be the same, about $700.  

• A motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report. All voted in favor of approval with one abstention.   
 
f. Chair of Council Affairs – Anne DeMasi 

• No Report 
 

IV. Committee Reports 
a. Career Services – Jim Murray 

• No Report 
 

V. Other Business 

• David Chichowicz read thank you note from Carol Straub in appreciation for  flowers sent in memory of Tom 
Straub.  

• Michael Castaldi event at Science History Institute, March 26, 10:00 AM. Event includes a tour and lunch at 
vendor not in Institute. Reach out to Michael for details.  Projecting 25 in attendance.  

• Christi reported that ACS Council looking for volunteers to test a true “hybrid” meeting for ACS National Fall 
Meeting, 2022.  ACS will need 50 in-person councilors and 50 virtual councilors. Will take place on Monday 
10:00 AM, PDT, March 21.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. Sister Rose B. Mulligan, IHM 
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739th ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, April 21, 2022 
Teleconference Meeting          

Present:  Amy Brown, David J. Cichowicz, Melissa Cichowicz, Deborah H. Cook, Anne DeMasi, Graham Dobereiner, Rick Ewing, Isabel-
la Goodenough, Sharon Haynie, Kathryn Lysko, Christine McInnis, Sr. Rose Mulligan, James K. Murray, Bin-An Nguyen, David Salas-de 
la Cruz, Ivona Sasimovich, Kathleen Shaginaw, Victor Tortorelli, Wei Wang 

Excused: Catherine Bentzley, Michael Castaldi, Ann Valentine, Judith Currano.  

The 739th Board Meeting of the Philadelphia Section, ACS, was called to order at 7:02 PM and the ACS Code of Conduct was read. 

I. Roll Call 
Roll was taken and a quorum was present to begin the meeting.  

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The March 10, 2022, 738th BOD meeting minutes were approved with two abstentions.   

III. Officers’ Reports: 
a. Chair – Ivona Sasimovich 

• April Event: Awards Ceremony. At Camden Rutgers, NJ, 47+ in attendance 
o Excellence in Pre-College Teaching – LeeAnne Fox-Jones of the Julia Reynolds Masterman Laboratory and 

Demonstration School 
o Excellence in College Teaching - Dr. Mark Reynolds of St. Joseph’s University 
o Volunteer of the Year – Dr. Isabella Goodenough 
o Scholastic Achievement Awards – 21 students awarded 

• May Meeting – Postponed 
o Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture – Prof. Squire Brooker, Penn State U. 
o U Penn and Prof. Booker decided to postpone to Fall 2022. 

▪ As of this meeting, masks now mandated in Philadelphia. 
o Will plan for EFS Lecture, March 2023 
o No May meeting because of short notice. 

• 50-, 60-, 70-Year Member Luncheon 
o Ivona will poll members to see if they are comfortable to have the event in-person, either in the city or out-

side the city of Philadelphia. 
o William Penn Inn is one possibility that will be explored because of easy access.   
o If 20 members can attend, the event will be held in person. 

• Networking Event – July or August 
o Multicultural event, at winery or brewery 
o Informal event for later summer, before National Meeting in August. 

• Fall Meetings – Looking ahead 
o Section Award – September 
o Leadership Event – September 
o YCC Poster Event - Fall 
o Ullyot - November 

b. Chair-Elect – Graham Dobereiner 

• Open to suggestions for Section Awards 
o Will ask Robert Wertz, our administrative assistant to send out to university chemistry departments. 
o Will reach out to previous award winners for suggestions 
o Industrial Relations - Stephen LaMonaca 
o Academic Relations – David Salas-de la Cruz 

c. Immediate Past Chair—Christie McInnis 

• Pulling together election slate. Will have for next meeting. 

• Leadership Development Institute, 2nd week of September, at St. Joseph University, partnering with other sec-
tions for the evening. 

d. Secretary – Sister Rose Mulligan 

• Committee on Committees (ConC) announced the launch of the new and improved online committee preference 
form. ACS Online Preference Form for 2023 Committee Assignments, now open to all ACS members. 
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• Sharon will write an article for the Catalyst, to inform and remind members.  
e. Treasurer – Wei Wang 

• Councilors who went to ACS Meeting, contact Wei with reimbursement needs as soon as possible. Deadline to 
National is soon approaching.  

• Final month of reporting tax, due May 15. Jim Holden working on tax returns. 

• Received first allotment of Philadelphia Local Section dues.   

• Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously by the board with one abstention.  
f. Chair of Council Affairs – Anne DeMasi 

• Will get information from ACS to Wei for National meeting reimbursements. 
 

IV. Committee Reports 
a. Career Services – Jim Murray 

• Reporting for Michael Castaldi, March 26 event at Science History Institute was well-attended.  
o Young adults posed great questions about careers in chemistry.  

• Will get committee together in few weeks to plan for later summer and fall.  
 

b. Mid-Atlantic Region Board  

• Deborah Cook shared Tony Addison’s report.  

•  As of March 24th, the MARM assets totaled $214K. The investment account (AXA) showed a loss of about 
14% vs. its Sept. 1st standing.  

• The 2022 MARM is being held at the College of New Jersey, in Ewing, NJ, from June 1st to June 4th, as an in-
person event. Chair is Benny Chan. On Phila. Section calendar, and notice will be posted in the May Catalyst. Full 
info can be accessed at the MARM website, marmacs.org  

• The 2023 MARM, "NanoMARM,” will be in-person. Chair is Allison Hyslop. It will be on Friday, June 9, 2023 at 
The Graduate Center, The City University of New York. Attendance will be limited to 200 people.  

• The 2024 MARM will most likely be hosted by the Central Pennsylvania Section, with Joe Houck as Chair 
(jdh68@psu.edu). 2024 is the centenary of that Section, as well as the 125th anniversary of the Philadelphia Sec-
tion. The Phila. Section is asked to consider organizing a symposium at the 2024 MARM. UPenn contacts will be 
consulted about this.  

• The 2025 MARM will likely be hosted by the North Jersey Section, whose centenary is that year. Current contact 
is Betty Ann Howson.  

• The 2026 MARM is being looked at by the Lehigh, Susquehanna, and Southeastern PA Sections as a possible joint 
venture.  Current Contacts are John Freeman, Dee Casteel, Lorena Tribe & Cathy Santai.  

• The 2027 MARM: potential host is the Princeton Section, as '27 is their centenary.  
 

c. Younger Chemists Committee - Binh-An Nguyen  

• March 26, event at Science History Institute helpful to younger chemists, interested in “Day of a Life” series, 
talked about ACS membership and career development resources.  

• Michael shared a file of pictures; Sr. Rose will forward to Ivona for the Catalyst.  
 

V. Other Business 

• Rick reported on planning for National Meeting in Chicago 
o Shaping up to be great event 
o Expo will be set up  
o New platform for hybrid / online attendees. 

• Question about Councilors and Alternate Councilors if ACS meeting hybrid 
o May be situation where councilor is not able to attend either way. 
o May still increase participation. 

• MET Grant to submit for technology. 
o Phila. Section took lead last year. 
o 60% to go towards bettering the section.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 PM.  

Sister Rose B. Mulligan, IHM  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fmarmacs.org&c=E,1,rO-YA8iPDeU8YbmEkoRFlsFBMLu5i8E3sYVXnHd0qrRoeO0PP4rq9NmwwuMiOZ2zWe6Pj9aueNCio0TfgQEZXMI_yacd5QkCS9GgEODvmcCFmQ,,&typo=1
mailto:jdh68@psu.edu
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mailto:PhilaACS@gmail.com
mailto:sales@tringenterprises@hotmail.com
mailto:sales@tygersci.com
https://micronanalytical.com
maillto:vtortorelli@ursinus.edu
www.robertson-microlit.com
mailto:results@robertson-microlit.com



