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Teaching and the Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Being Held on the
Campus of Rutgers-Camden
See this issue of the Catalyst for details,
call the Section Office at (267) 485-1792 or email PhilaACS@gmail.com.
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Comments
From
the
Chair

For the shortest month of the year, February was packed with
activities for the Local Section. Since last month teased us with a
couple of days of warm weather sprinkled in between snowy stretches,
I embraced the virtual nature of events from the comfort of my heated
home.

Ivona Sasimovich

We started the month with a joint event between the Chemical
Consultants Network (CCN) and Younger Chemists Committee (YCC). This event was a great
opportunity to learn more about both CCN and YCC. Each group highlighted what they have
done for their membership in the past and talked about their goals, challenges, and changes in
operations due to pandemic.
The Board of Directors meeting was held on the second Thursday of the month, and you can
read the meeting minutes in our next issue of the Catalyst. This was one of the meetings where I
truly appreciated the dedication of some individuals who have served the Local Section for
decades; the joint memory of the Board members is a great asset for novices to the table.
Trivia night concluded the month of February, but I will tell you more about that in the next
issue.
In other news, the Industrial Relations Committee and the Event Planning Committee are
meeting and talking more about their plans for this year. If you have any ideas for events or
would like to join any of the committees, do not be shy and let us know by sending an email to
philaacs@gmail.com.
There are currently no plans for the March Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture or a March Meeting.
Dr. Graham Dobereiner and Dr. David Salas-de la Cruz are busy planning the April meeting,
which will be the first in-person meeting in almost two years! On April 5th, we will host a
combined awards ceremony for the Student Scholastic Achievement Awards, the Excellence in
Pre-College Teaching and the Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching on the campus of RutgersCamden. You can find more details about this event and register on the following pages. If you
feel comfortable, we encourage you to attend this in-person event and meet the brightest
chemistry students graduating from the schools of the Philadelphia area, along with the teachers
who inspire them every time they walk into a classroom. If you know an exceptional educator
of chemistry or an especially bright student, you still have a couple of days to submit a
nomination!
In comparison to February, March will be less busy. You can take time to recharge and take
care of your mental health while the hours of sunlight are increasing with each passing day. We
always welcome guests at the Board meetings and if you wish to attend, please register in
advance by following the link found on our website.
Have a great March and I will talk to you next month!
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NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren
Marisa C. Kozlowski, chemistry professor at Penn, will be honored with an ACS Arthur C.
Cope scholar award this year “for outstanding original contributions to computation to understand and develop organic reactions.”
Joseph S. Francisco, Penn’s distinguished professor of earth and environmental sciences and
chemistry, received the 2022 Willard Gibbs award from the ACS Chicago Section.

ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS
Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up
an appointment.

The volunteer recognition reception in December at the King of Prussia
diner. From left to right: David Cichowicz, Deb Cook, Keith Wing, Sharon Haynie, Katie Daisey, Alan Warren, Christine McInnis, Ivona Sasimovich, Ro Washington, Isabella Goodenough, Dennis Murphy.
March 2022
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS EXTENDED
2022 ACS PHILADELPHIA SECTION
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN PRE-COLLEGE TEACHING

Notice is hereby given that the ACS Philadelphia Section invites its members to nominate candidates for the
2022 ACS Philadelphia Section Awards for Excellence in Pre-College Teaching.
The Awards honor two outstanding science teachers. One Award will be given to a full-time educator involved
in teaching science in grades K-8. The second Award will be given to a full-time educator at the secondary level
(grades 9-12) who teaches chemistry. Nominees must teach in the geographic territory of the ACS Philadelphia
Section (Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties in Pennsylvania, and Burlington
and Camden counties in New Jersey).
PLEASE NOTE! Nominations for 2022 will be accepted until March 6, 2022.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING NOMINATIONS

1) A Nominator Recommendation of not more than 750 words submitted by the nominator.
2) A current curriculum vitae or resume that includes a list of the nominee’s honors, professional
activities, and additional evidence of service to the profession. This must be limited to no more than
two pages and the activities listed must have occurred within the past five years.
3) A statement by the nominees of not more than 500 words that describes the nominee’s teaching
philosophy or commitment to the profession.
4) At least one, but not more than three, letters of support. One letter, of no more than 400 words
must be from the teacher’s current principal or supervisor. Additional letters of support, of no more
than 400 words, may be sent by colleagues, members of the ACS who are familiar with the nominee’s achievements, or former students and parents of former students.
5) The total nomination package should not exceed 30 pages.
The nomination package may be e-mailed or sent to:
ACS Philadelphia Section
Department of Chemistry
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323
(267) 485-1792; e-mail PhilaACS@gmail.com
The Award Recipient will be honored at our April 5, 2022 Section meeting with a plaque and an honorarium.
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS EXTENDED
2022 ACS PHILADELPHIA SECTION
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING IN THE CHEMICAL SCIENCES

Notice is hereby given that the ACS Philadelphia Section invites its members to nominate candidates for the 2022 ACS Philadelphia Section Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching in the Chemical Sciences.
This award will honor an outstanding, full-time educator involved in teaching an undergraduate
course in the chemical sciences (i.e., chemistry, biochemistry). Nominees must teach in an institution that is within the geographical territory of the ACS Philadelphia Section (Philadelphia,
Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties in Pennsylvania, and Burlington and
Camden counties in New Jersey).
PLEASE NOTE! Nominations for 2022 will now be accepted until March 6, 2022.
Nominations should consist of the following:
1)
2)
3)
4)

A letter of nomination.
The nominee’s resume.
Two letters of recommendation.
The total nomination package should not exceed 30 pages.

The nomination package may be e-mailed or sent to the Chair of the Awards Committee at:
ACS Philadelphia Section
Department of Chemistry
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323
(267) 485-1792; e-mail PhilaACS@gmail.com
The Award Recipient will be honored on April 5, 2022 Section meeting with a plaque and
an honorarium.
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In Case You Missed It: February Section Meeting
The last months’ Section meeting was a collaboration event between the Chemical Consultants
Network (CCN) and Younger Chemists Committee (YCC). One of the purposes of the event
was for the two groups to gain a better understanding of each other in order to potentially collaborate in the future.
The meeting began with the introduction
of YCC by Isabella Goodenough and
Taylor Keller. The duo serve as Chair
and Vice-Chair of the Philadelphia YCC.
They began by sharing the vision, mission statement, and goal of YCC. Then
they explained what changes they had
during the onset of the pandemic in order
to serve their membership and remain
true to the mission statement of YCC.
The creation of the Eastern US Younger
Chemists Committee Partnership was the first step in the chain of events that led to a series of
successful programs for YCC.
The partnership of multiple YCC
chapters of the east coast led to
creation of several programs. Isabella stated that “A Day in the
Life” events became so popular,
they had to turn it into a series.
Each event in the series featured
a chemist in a different field who
talked about their career. Another
series of events focused on offering workshops on professional
development, which is useful for
younger chemists as they begin
their professional journeys. Self-Care Sundays was another interesting concept that resonated
with the membership of YCC. Other programs included social media campaigns focused on history and diversity, along with an ACS-YCC monthly book club.
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Next the Chair of CCN, Michael Michalczyk, shared a
presentation about what CCN is and what benefits it
provides to the members. CCN is the first and only organization within ACS for consultants. The group provides guidance and resources for the chemists who wish
to try consulting either as a full-time career path or a
temporary option. Michael went over the reasons why
one might consider doing chemical consulting and outlined some of the benefits of the trade. In addition, he
shared some of the changes in business due to the pandemic.
The rest of the meeting was a discussion between the two groups mediated by Dr. Keith Wing.
The first question was addressed by YCC to answer how the mission has changed over the 50
years since the establishment of YCC. Next the participants talked about the changes in the way
research is both done and taught on campuses now. YCC members shared their personal experiences in the lab over the past two years.
Some of the members of CCN wanted to know what challenges younger chemists face in the work place these days
and what do they look for in a company while job hunting.
These questions led to a discussion about imposter syndrome and the culture of self care.
Finally, the question from Dr. Isabella Goodenough
prompted some of the members of CCN to share what led
them to consulting and what they like most about it. The
testimonials were as unique as all the individuals who decided to share. Chemical consulting is indeed very accommodative for people to make it what they wish. Consultants
may either work alone or collaborate with colleagues on
various projects as each project is different.
This event was a great opportunity to learn more about both CCN and YCC in one hour. If you
missed the event, but you would like to get more information about either group, do not hesitate
to reach out to PhilaACS@gmail.com with your questions. We will be more than happy to get
you in touch with the right person.
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INDUSTRIAL CHEMIST AWARDS
The Philadelphia Local Section was excited to find a way to honor and provide a networking
opportunity for Industrial Chemists in 2021. Initially, the Industrial Relations Committee
planned a networking luncheon at Dow Chemical where local companies would send their
chemists to represent their companies and meet chemists at other companies. In addition to an
award ceremony, there would also be a poster session and plenty of time for mingling. The
summer was chosen as a time when COVID would have potentially subsided and work schedules would be more flexible. However, as with many events in 2021, the event turned into a virtual award ceremony honoring spectacular industrial chemists within our Local Section. Ultimately, this meant that more industrial chemists could join the event and more students could
join without the travel time or difficulty in securing a car to get to nearby industrial companies.
The Industrial Chemist Award Ceremony was sponsored by a grant from Corporation Associates. With help from the grant, we were able to acknowledge six industrial chemists from American Water, Suez, Arkema, Dow, Donaldson and IFF. Their nominators shared their accomplishments and career paths in a virtual presentation. Additionally, the Local Section sponsored
an Industrial Chemist Award to the top industrial chemist nominated in the Section. Wei Gao
from Dow gave an excellent presentation combining her work as an industrial chemist, her experiences volunteering for the ACS, and her career path. This event was one of the highest attended events for our Local Section. Additionally, it provided an opportunity for companies to
share what kinds of work they engage in, highlight impressive employees, and network with
other industrial chemists and students. One of the more interesting aspects of the event included
a spontaneous sharing of best practices for Diversity Inclusion, such as offering to exchange
holidays like Christmas for more culturally appropriate holidays such as Chinese New Year,
depending on the wishes of the employee.
The Industrial Chemist Award Ceremony was replanned at least three times and was completed
due to the dedication of many members of the committee. We are hoping that this event becomes an annual tradition for the Philadelphia Local Section and that we increasingly seek ways
to recognize our industrial chemists.
Wei Gao, the Section overall Industrial Chemist Award Winner, allowed her talk to be recorded
and shared for future use.
Here are photos of the Industrial Chemist Award Winners:
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Dr. Lauren Weinrich, American Water, Wins ACS Industrial Chemist Award
A win for science is a win for us all!

A win for science is a win for all of us!

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Lauren Weinrich, Principal Scientist, American Water, on receiving the Industrial Chemist Award
from the American Chemical Society, Philadelphia Section in a virtual ceremony held on December 3, 2021.ecember 3, 2021.

Dr. Wei Gao (top left) and the Dow Nominating Team.
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Dr. Helen Lu at IFF (International Flavors
and Fragrances)

Dr. Moutushi Dey from Donaldson

March 2022

Alex Kitchin from Suez. (Please
note that there was a mistake on
the plaque and he is not a PhD.)

Dr. Benjamin Chen from Arkema
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Chemical Consultants Network ZOOM MEETING
MARCH 09, 2022
THE WORLD OF PHARMA REGULATORY AFFAIRS TODAY
Sandra L Bihary Waltz – PRA Health Sciences
DATE & TIME: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Click here to register

Location: Online via Zoom! (registration required, see below)
Biography: Sandra L Bihary Waltz, Greenville, DE, who is completing her DBA (Doctorate of Business
Administration) at Wilmington University, is a BSN and MSN degree holder with more than 30 years' work
at senior levels in Pharma Regulatory Affairs. She is a Consulting Expert with Expert-Nation.com Global
Expert Network, formerly known to many as CECON.com.
She has worked in senior program levels at AstraZeneca and GlaxoSmithKline in the Greater Philadelphia
area, at Japanese keiretsu Otsuka in Princeton, NJ, and for BARDA, the US Government’s Biomedical
Advanced Research and Development Authority, the Centers for Disease Control and the FDA. Her career focus is on the development of medical countermeasures, principally against bioterrorism, including
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear threats, as well as pandemic influenza and emerging diseases, like COVID-19.
Sandi is a native of Pittsburgh, PA, where she was honored three years ago as a Carlow Laureate by her
alma mater, Carlow University, for lifetime and career achievements. She has been a Delawarean for
about 40 years, where she worked for almost a decade in clinical health care before entering the pharma
industry.
She presently is employed full time by PRA Health Sciences, a Durham, NC-based publicly traded global
consultancy which positions itself as “a global healthcare intelligence partner with everything you need to
take your assets from concept to compound to cure.”
Click here to register to attend the event. This session is FREE.

CONSULTANTS - OPPORTUNITY HERE!

PLEASE VISIT

http://www.chemconsultants.org/

Are You Getting the Benefits of CCN Membership or Event Participation?
THE CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK PROVIDES VALUABLE TOOLS FOR MEMBERS BEYOND THE MEETINGS AND NETWORKING. CHECK OUT OUR:
•
Valuable past presentations – Consultants’ Directory – Blogs – Resources
•
Join! Most valuable – post your consulting practice information – and have greater visibility!
•
If you’d like to speak with one of our members, come to a CCN meeting
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736th ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, January 13, 2022
Teleconference Meeting
Present: Catherine Bentzley, Amy Brown, Michael Castaldi, David J. Cichowicz, Deborah H. Cook, Graham
Dobereiner, Anne DeMasi, Isabella Goodenough, Sharon Haynie, Alan R. Heldon, Christine McInnis, Sr. Rose
Mulligan, James K. Murray, Ivona Sasimovich, Kathleen Shaginaw, Victor Tortorelli, Ann Valentine, and Wei
Wang
Excused: Melissa Cichowicz, Kathryn Lysko, Rick Ewing
Not Present: Steven Fleming, David Salas-de la Cruz
For this first meeting of the new year, each person gave a brief greeting and introduction.
The 736th Board Meeting of the Philadelphia Section, ACS, was called to order at 7:09 PM.
I. Roll Call
Roll was taken and a quorum was present to begin the meeting.
II. Approval of Meeting Minutes
The December 2, 2021, 735th BOD meeting minutes were approved as amended.
III.

Officers’ Reports:
a. Chair – Ivona Sasimovich
January Section Meeting. The meeting was held virtually on Tuesday, January 11. Mackenzie E. Hannum of the Monell Chemical Senses Center spoke on “Persistent Loss of Taste and Smell with COVID19.” Twenty-three people attended the lecture.
Upcoming events were shared:
1. Chemical Consultants Network (CCN) and the Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) are holding a
joint event on February 9, 6:30 PM.
2. In March, the Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture is pending. In the next few days, Ivona expects to hear
if this will be in person. If this evening is not going to be held, another Section meeting lecture
will take place.
3. In April, the Teaching Awards will be held at Rutgers, Camden on April 5 th. Presently, this event
is scheduled to be held in person.
b. Chair-Elect – Graham Dobereiner
Teacher Awards. Nominations for Pre-College Teachers and Undergraduate Teachers are being accepted up to March 1. Efforts will be made to advertise this. Isabella has an updated list of university department chairs. Anna may have a list of school districts and science department chairs in the area,
seven county region. Advertising help will be solicited from the Awards Committee members.
c. Immediate Past Chair—Christie McInnis
ACS Report. Christie is completing the report for the national office summarizing the work of the ACS
Phila. Section past year.
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ChemLuminary Awards. Members can self-nominate. All encouraged to invite local members to consider this. Christie looks forward to help anyone with this process. Paperwork due Feb. 1. This allows
time for the application to be reviewed by an Anne before the final submission.
d. Secretary – Sister Rose Mulligan
Alan Heldon will set a date with Christie for the transfer of the corporate seal.
Sr. Rose will talk with Ivona about the possibility of moving online shared files from Dropbox to Google
Drive.
e. Treasurer – Wei Wang
Wei sent the current report to the members a week prior for the board members to review. The Finance Report for the National ACS office is due Feb. 15. Wei will get this to Anne by Feb. 1 for her review. All voted to accept the treasurer’s report, with 1 abstention.
f. Chair of Council Affairs – Anne DeMasi
Anne noted that a good number of council members plan on attending, in person and virtually, the ACS
National Meeting in San Diego, March 20 – 24.
IV.

Committee Reports
a. Career Services – Jim Murray
Temple University, College of Science and Technology, is holding their Career Day on Friday, Feb. 4
from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Jim will confirm the times with Rose McGinnis. Jim is seeking ACS volunteers to cover shifts during the day to meet with students. Michael, Ivona and Catherine volunteered
for parts of the day. Others will contact Jim with their availability.
b. Budget and Finance—Victor Tortorelli
Vic highlighted areas of the budget and finance report. Some areas noted included:
• The Women Chemists have cancelled their spring event. Their budgeted total was decreased by
$5K.
• The Poster Session Awards are budgeted as if occurring. Some sponsor sources of income are
expected to contribute to this.
• When Local Section meetings are back in person, some funds will be allocated for meals at the
meeting.
• The National ACS Office gave an extra $25K last year.
• $50K was able to be transferred to the investment account because of pandemic cancellation of
events.
• The allotment from National ACS this year will be based on last year’s normal amount.
• Graham brought forward a request for a $1K allotment for Project SEED. Jeremy Heyman, PhD,
Associate Director, STEM Training & Ventures of Steppingstone Scholars is leading the Project
SEED endeavor. The funding would supplement student stipends. All agreed that this is a worthy endeavor and are glad to see this project active again in the Section.
• Anna, the section administrative assistant, is able to work only 5 hr. /wk. due to other responsibilities. The budgeted amount for salary will be readjusted.
• A motion was made to approve the budget. The motion was unanimously approved.
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c. Senior Chemists – Michael Castaldi
Michael requested that funds from two $500 grants for the Senior Chemists be used for an event at the
Science History Institute. The event, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 26, would include coffee/donuts, a tour of the Institute, and maybe lunch. The event would serve as a way to have Senior
Chemists interact with YCC members and college students, e.g., from St. Peter’s College.
Michael will contact the Institute to check about the cost of reserving a room and scheduling a tour.
He hopes to get a flyer to Ivona by Jan. 15 for the Feb. Catalyst.
V.

Other Business
Catherine Bentzley asked all to help invite college students to the 2022 Philadelphia Area Chemistry
Wars at the University of the Sciences, April 2, from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. The event is on the local section online calendar and will be advertised in the Catalyst and among universities.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.
Sister Rose B. Mulligan, IHM

CO-OP OPPORTUNITY
Glaxo Smith Kline is happy to have posted exciting opportunities
for undergraduate and graduate co-ops and interns at GSK in
Medicinal Chemistry in 2022. https://lnkd.in/gS_Ck948
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Contact the Section Office at
PhilaACS@gmail.com or
(267) 485-1792
Put “Volunteer” in the subject line
or leave a message including
contact information.

ADVERTISING INDEX
ACS
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