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INTRODUCING OUR NEW CHAIR—Dr. Steven 
A. Fleming 
Steve was born in Richmond, a small town in Cache Valley, UT. His father was a railroad agent 
and the family residence was the living quarters attached to the Union Pacific depot in Rich-
mond for his first eight years. Many pennies were flattened on the tracks next to the depot!  He 
left Cache Valley after high school, attending the University of Utah where he received a BS in 
Chemistry in 1978. While he was at Utah he did undergraduate research with Gary E. Keck. He 
went directly to graduate school at the University of Wisconsin, working with Howard Zim-
merman. He defended his PhD thesis in 1984 and then moved to Colorado State University to 
work with Al Meyers. In 1986 he started his academic career at Brigham Young University. He 
became a full professor in 2000. In 2008 he moved to Temple University where he is now a 
Professor of Instruction. 

Steve has been involved in local, regional and national level activities of the ACS since 1989. In 
the Central Utah Section he was the National Chemistry Week coordinator for 16 years. He 
helped organize two Northwest/Rocky Mountain Regional Meetings (1995 and 2007). At the 
national level he served on the Local Section Activities Committee, the Meetings and Exposi-
tions Committee, and the Nominations and Elections Committee. He currently is an associate 
member of the Society Committee on Education (SOCED). 

Steve has been teaching organic chemistry for 28 years. He has published more than 45 papers 
on topics of organic photochemistry, organic synthesis, and/or chemical education. His current 
research, which has been supported by NSF, deals with the development of a teaching tool for 
bio-organic chemistry. Steve is also a co-author with Maitland Jones on the text Organic Chem-
istry 4th Edition, and the 5th Edition of the text is now available. 
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I begin this year of service as the Chair of the Philadelphia Local 
Section with some trepidation. I’m concerned about my ability to 
assist the members of the Section. I know there are many chemists 
in the Philadelphia area dealing with employment insecurity. 
There is much turmoil in the industrial sector, the academic world 
is struggling with funding issues, and government employees have 
been embattled as of late. It seems like we are fighting for every 
crumb.  

Then I pause–take a deep breath–and look at the affluence all around us. It isn’t all bad. There is 
hope for new energy sources thanks to chemistry research. We are paying more attention to the 
environment, and chemists, particularly those involved in green chemistry, are playing a major 
role in minimizing our impact on the world. The global contribution to chemical research has 
significantly increased in the past 10 years, bringing more understanding to the science of 
chemistry. As you know, chemists have solutions! 

So I want to provide support to the chemists who are dealing with employment setbacks.  

I want to see the next generation of scientists chase after and solve the problems that are before 
us. I want to educate the general populace about the chemistry-related issues that will impact 
living conditions. Fortunately I don’t have to try to do all of this myself.  

ACS National has an amazing support structure for those seeking employment. The ACS has 
the top journals in many subdisciplines of chemistry that describe the current research direc-
tions and ACS publications detail the problems that confront us. The ACS has a massive out-
reach program for educating the general populace.  

Closer to home, the Philadelphia Local Section of the ACS has an active Career Services Com-
mittee. The chair of the committee is Joseph Martino. He and his committee members (Lori 
Spangler, Mary Selman and Julie Kurtz) organize regular events devoted to helping those who 
are struggling with employment issues. The Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) is also very 
active. It is a great resource for the next generation of scientists. The chair of the Philadelphia 
YCC is Christine McInnis and she has an amazing group of young chemists helping organize 
and lead networking and educational activities. Renee Harris, Marjorie Kiechel, Jessica Levin, 
and Karen Wendling led events this fall. Many others are helping with upcoming events. We 
also have an excellent Communications Committee that keeps membership abreast of activities 
in the Philadelphia area that provide a way for chemists to reach out to the general populace. 
The chair of the Communications Committee is Marge Matthews and the committee members 
are listed on page 2 of this issue of the Catalyst. 

It will be a pleasure to serve the local section and that service will be so much easier with all the 
volunteer efforts of the committee members. Thanks for all you do. 

Comments 
From  
The  
Chair 
 

Dr. Steven A. Fleming 
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JANUARY MEETING 
 
 

THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION, 
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

 
presents 

 
 

A Panel of Former Project SEED Students 
 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 
 

6:45 PM 
 

Rhoades Room, The Diamond Club 
Mitten Hall, Temple University 

1913 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

 
 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 
 

Dinner cost: $25; Students with ID: $10 
 
 

RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Libby Harper at the Section Office (215) 
382-1589, by 5:00 PM on Thursday, January 9th. Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be ac-
cepted after NOON on Tuesday, January 14 th. UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL 
BE BILLED. 
 

PARKING is available for $15 in Lot #1 on 15th Street between Montgomery and Norris 
Streets. School will not be in session so plenty of parking should be available on the street. 

 
The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM in Mitten Hall.  
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NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren 
Gary Molander, Hirschmann-Makineni professor of chemistry at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, was awarded a 2013-2014 Novartis lectureship. The healthcare products company awards 
the lectureship to recognize outstanding contributions to organic and computational chemistry. 

Gordon Dreyfuss, Isaac Norton professor of biochemistry and biophysics in Penn’s Perelman 
School of Medicine was elected to the Institute of Medicine. 

P. Leslie Dutton, biochemist and biophysicist in Penn’s Perelman School of Medicine received 
the John Scott award, presented by the Board of Directors of City Trusts of the American Philo-
sophical Society. The award was created to honor Benjamin Franklin. 

Judith Currano, head of Penn’s chemistry library, was named to the board of governors of the 
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre. 

In October, Penn opened its new facility, the Krishna P. Singh Center for Nanotechnology. 
The center will be used for nanoscale science, education and research. 

DEATHS 

Ray Alvin Dietrich, retired chemical engineer, February 1, 2013 at 86. He spent a 35-year ca-
reer with ICI Americas and was a 50+ year member of the ACS. 

Floyd N. “Hop” Hopson, retired chemical engineer, May 12th at 95. His 35-year career with 
Rohm and Haas took him to England, Germany, France, Holland, Japan and Italy. He was a 50+ 
year member of ACS. 

John O’Mara Bockris, retired electrochemist, July 7th at 90. He held appointments at Imperial 
College London, the University of Pennsylvania, Flinders University in Australia, and Texas 
A&M University where he retired in 1997. He authored more than 700 technical publications 
and supervised research projects of over 70 PhD students. He was awarded the Faraday Medal 
from the Royal Society of Chemistry in 1981. 

Robert D. Fox, analytical chemist, August 4th. He worked in the environmental field and was a 
50+ year member of ACS. 

S. Alan Martinson, retired chemical engineer, October 3rd at 83. He spent his entire career with 
DuPont working in computer science. He authored many articles and book chapters on the use 
of computers in business management, including a book on operations research. 

Salvatore Forenza, research chemist, October 5th at 67. He was educated in Italy and the Unit-
ed States and worked at Erba Research Institute in Milan, Italy. He was a director and team 
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DELAWARE VALLEY SCIENCE FAIRS 
 

The Delaware Valley Science Fairs will be coming up before you 
know it. Judges and mentors are always needed. Check the web-
site www.dvsf.org for more information and to volunteer.  
 

leader at Bristol-Myers Squibb where he helped develop chemotherapy medication. After retir-
ing he was co-founder and president of Sopherion Therapeutics where he continued to work in 
the field of chemotherapy medication. 

John E. Peterson, Jr., retired chemist, October 30th at 88. He worked his entire career at Wyeth 
Laboratories. 

Irl N. Duling, Jr., retired chemist, November 10th at 84. He worked for 35 years in research 
and development for Sun Oil Co., where he authored over 50 patents. He was a 60-year member 
of ACS. 
 
 

PHILADELPHIA SECTION ACS 2013 ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Chair-Elect: Cynthia Palmer 
 
Directors: Tom Straub, Kathy Shaginaw, Anne DeMasi, Doug Hausner, Cynthia Palmer, Judith 
Cohen 
 
Councilors: Deb Cook, Kathie Lysko, Mark Forman, Jim Murray 
 
Alternate Councilors: Judith Cohen, Doug Hausner, Marge Matthews, Judy Summers-Gates 
 
The revised bylaws were approved by 98% of the voters. 
 
Please note:  

1.  At the November 21st meeting of the board of directors, Cynthia Palmer requested to 
cede the election for chair-elect to William Smith and serve as director; her request was 
approved.  

 
2. Due to a technicality in the recent election, the National Office has not accepted the re-

sults of the approval of the bylaws. Therefore, we will be redoing the new bylaw approv-
al using a hand-written ballot that will need to be returned to the local Section Office.  

 

  

http://www.dvsf.org/
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THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY  

& THE YOUNGER CHEMISTS COMMITTEE PHILADELPHIA SECTION 

are hosting a poster session 

Younger Chemists Committee Annual Poster Session 
Monday, March 24, 2014 

6:00-9:00 PM 
Athletic Recreation Center, University of the Sciences 

Bobby Morgan Arena 
897 S. 43rd St. 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

The ACS and YCC are calling all scientists to submit abstracts for the annual YCC poster ses-
sion beginning November 15th, 2013. Please submit abstracts at www.PhillyYcc.org. Cash priz-
es will be given to scientists who clearly present and show an in-depth knowledge of their re-
search. The judging rubric can also be found on the website.  

Interested in becoming a judge for the ACS poster session?  Do you have a background or in-
terest in science?  Are you 40 years old or younger?  If so, the YCC wants you!  Please visit our 
website www.PhillyYcc.org for more information.  

  

http://www.phillyycc.org/
http://www.phillyycc.org/
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

   
 

The 23rd Annual  
Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society  

AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN PRE-COLLEGE TEACHING 

 

The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society will honor two outstanding science 
teachers from the Delaware Valley with its Awards for Excellence in Pre-College Science 
Teaching. One award will be given to a full-time educator involved in teaching science in 
grades K-8. The second award will be given to a full-time educator at the secondary level 
(grades 9-12) who teaches chemistry. Nominees must teach in the Philadelphia Section’s geo-
graphic area (Philadelphia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, Bucks, Burlington and Camden 
counties). 

Nominations for 2014 will be accepted until Thursday, February 27, 2014. The nomination 
package should consist of a letter of nomination, the nominee’s resume and at least two letters 
of recommendation. Other supporting information, such as students’ comments, is welcome. 
However, the total nomination package should not exceed 30 pages. The nomination package 
may be emailed to PhilaACS@aol.com or a copy of the nomination materials may be mailed to: 

Dr. William R. Smith 
Chair, Awards Committee 

    Philadelphia Section, ACS 
    Department of Chemistry 
    University of Pennsylvania 
    Philadelphia, PA  19104-6323 

For more information, please contact the Philadelphia Section, ACS office: 

phone: (215) 382-1589 or email: PhilaACS@aol.com 

 

Award recipients will be honored at our May 2014 Section meeting with a certificate and 
an honorarium. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 
The 12th Annual  

Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society  
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING IN 

CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society will honor an outstanding under-
graduate teacher from the Delaware Valley with its Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching in Chemical Sciences. The award will be given to a full-time educator involved in 
teaching an undergraduate course in the chemical sciences (chemistry, biochemistry). Nominees 
must teach in an institution that is within the Philadelphia Section’s geographic area (Philadel-
phia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, Bucks, Burlington and Camden counties). 

Nominations for 2014 will be accepted until Thursday, February 27, 2014. The nomination 
should consist of a letter of nomination, the nominee’s resume and at least two letters of rec-
ommendation. Other supporting information, such as students’ comments, is welcome. Howev-
er, the total nomination package should not exceed 30 pages. The nomination package may be 
emailed to PhilaACS@aol.com or the nomination materials may be mailed to: 

 Dr. William R. Smith 
Chair, Awards Committee 

    Philadelphia Section, ACS 
    Department of Chemistry 
    University of Pennsylvania 
    Philadelphia, PA  19104-6323 

For more information, please contact the Philadelphia Section, ACS office: 

phone: (215) 382-1589 or email: PhilaACS@aol.com 

 

The award recipient will be honored at our May 2014 Section meeting with an  
honorarium and a plaque. 
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK 
JANUARY 8, 2014 MEETING 

 
Visit our website at  www.chemconsultants.org  

Date & Time: Wednesday, January 8th, at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA; Networking, 5:30 PM; Dinner, 
6:30 PM; Talk and Business Session, 7:30 PM. 
 

Chemical Consultants Network Website Upgrade 
Keith Wing & Joanne Leonard  

 
Abstract: Our new website will dramatically enhance premium members’ ability to communicate and access 
exclusive information. Those members are over 200 strong with an immense collection of qualifications, 
experience and skills, many outside of the Philadelphia area. What information would be of greatest benefit to 
chemical consultants and those in transition, that is not being provided by other organizations?  How can we all 
benefit from each other?  Some of the ideas we’ll propose include forums where ad hoc teams can form and 
work on projects, a blog, a place to post work opportunities, featuring member stories on the front page, having 
the ability to have remote speakers give presentations at our monthly meetings via Skype and so on. The new 
upgrade also dramatically enhances member administration and enables convenient online payment. Please join 
us to share your ideas our new site could help to create a practical, working “micro chemical knowledge 
business community.”  
 
Biography: Keith Wing is a currently a consultant in industrial biochemistry and strategic planning, 
specializing in Ag and renewable chemical markets. He worked for 7 years at Rohm and Haas and 21 years at 
DuPont in both agrochemical discovery and DuPont Central Research and Development. His PhD was from UC 
Riverside/Davis and post-doc at UC Berkeley. He has worked on teams which have led to 6 commercialized 
insecticides, a commercialized food pathogen kit and a biomass degradation enzyme mix currently in bioethanol 
pilot plants. He holds a number of insecticide and enzyme biotechnology patents and publications, and has 
worked on successful teams establishing high throughput screening, sample handling and automation/data 
handling mechanisms which maximize user benefit/cost and provide practical business outcomes. 
 
Joanne Leonard, our new Web Administrator is an IT professional with 20+ years experience in web design and 
development, and management of technical and creative teams. An engineering graduate from Rutgers, her 
career has spanned working for a number of large companies like ADP, Boeing and Merrill Lynch and she has 
at other times worked on her own as a consultant to small businesses .  
 
Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner reservation login to chemconsultants.org, or e-mail 
CCNReservations@aol.com or call the ACS office at 215-382-1589 (leave message on voicemail if necessary). 
Fee, including food and beverages (wine, beer & sodas), is $30 by Saturday, January 4th, $35 afterwards. Late 
reservations and walk-ins subject to availability. No-shows will be invoiced. Dietary restrictions accommodated 
on a limited basis. There is no charge for talk only, but registration is suggested using contact information 
above.  
                                             

 

http://www.chemconsultants.org/
http://www.chemconsultants.org/
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2013 ULLYOT PUBLIC AFFAIRS LECTURE—  
Dhivya Pattaniyil 
The 2013 Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture was held at the Chemical Heritage Foundation. The 
speaker was NPR correspondent Joe Palca and this year’s lecture was titled, Covering Complex 
Science or How I Explained a Frank-Kasper σ Phase in Sphere-Forming Block Copolymer 
Melts to a Radio Audience. Joe Palca began by explaining how he happened to cover this par-
ticular story. The motivation came from a disgruntled listener complaining about Palca's cover-
age of the 2010 Nobel Prize for Chemistry and questioning the science reporter’s ability to 
communicate about science. Not one to back away from a challenge, Palca sought out another 
lofty and unapproachable topic in Chemistry, and the result can still be heard online1. The tale 
of how he came to cover this story sets up Palca’s answer to a question he regularly gets as a 
science communicator. What is his process for selecting stories?  He candidly answers that there 
is no process. Most of his stories are chosen serendipitously, usually the result of conversations 
with members of the scientific community who suggest he check out a colleague or peer’s 
work.  

Another question Palca often gets is just how much information should a story include for the 
audience to get it. The temptation is to give the listener all or most of the details of a topic. Is 
that necessary for someone who would not go into the field, he asks?  He also tries to convey 
that when speaking to the general public some understanding of any topic can be achieved in as 
little as 30 seconds. To prove his point he ensued by explaining the neutrino experiment. Con-
ducted in Geneva, what was interesting about this experiment was that neutrinos seemed to 
travel faster than light, “which is bad or maybe good if you think about it.”  About his reporting 
Palca says he gives his listeners the “illusion of understanding.”  He acknowledges that his lis-
teners would probably be incapable of explaining the subject to another person. He explains 
however, his role is to put this stuff out, and if interested, people can always go and read up fur-
ther. 

Joe Palca has been at NPR since 1992. He appears as a guest host on Talk of the Nation and 
Science Friday. He has a PhD in Psychology from the University of California: Santa Cruz. His 
newest project is Joe’s Big Idea which covers topics ranging from Astronomy to Neuroscience. 

1. “Molecular Mimicry: Plastic, Steel Line Up Like Kin.”  
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130594426

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130594426
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LOCAL WINNERS OF THE 2013 NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK 
POETRY CONTEST 
Congratulations to our local winners of the 2013 National Chemistry Week Poetry Contest!!  

They are:  

*  6th – 8th Grade Category – Rachel Huang – 6th grader from Bridge Valley Elementary School 
in Furlong, PA. Her teacher is Ms. Coombs. 
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*  9th – 12th Grade Category – Keeley Bashwinger – 11th grader from Bristol High School in 
Bristol, PA. Her teacher is Dr. Bill Smith. 
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This year we did not have any entries in the K-2nd grade and 3rd-5th grade categories. 

Both students received $100 gift cards and certificates of participation for their winning artistic 
efforts from the Philadelphia Local Section and their work is going to be shared on the Section 
webpage as well as in the Catalyst. 

Thank you to all the students and teachers who submitted entries to our local contest – please 
continue to share your talents with us in the 2014 contests!!   

The link to view the winners of the 2013 National NCW Contest is:  

http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ncw/studentseducators/NCW-2013-
Illustrated-Poem-Contest/2013-ncw-illustrated-poem-contest-winners.html 

  

http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ncw/studentseducators/NCW-2013-Illustrated-Poem-Contest/2013-ncw-illustrated-poem-contest-winners.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/ncw/studentseducators/NCW-2013-Illustrated-Poem-Contest/2013-ncw-illustrated-poem-contest-winners.html
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2014 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

 
CHAIR Steven A. Fleming 
CHAIR-ELECT William R. Smith 
SECRETARY Alan Heldon 
TREASURER David Cichowicz 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR John (J.P.) Northrop 

 

DIRECTORS 

 
2012-2014 2013-2015 2014-2016 

Melissa Cichowicz Christine McInnis Thomas Straub 
Victor Tortorelli Deborah Cook Kathleen Shaginaw 
William Smith** Denise Thomas Anne DeMasi 
Judith Cohen Ella Davis Douglas Hausner 

Judith Summers-Gates James Tarver Cynthia Palmer 

 

COUNCILORS 

 
2012-2014 2013-2015 2014-2016 

Melissa Cichowicz Anne DeMasi Deborah Cook 
Judith Currano Kathleen Shaginaw Kathryn Lysko 

Georgia Arbuckle-Keil William (Rick) Ewing Mark Forman 
Ella Davis Anthony Addison James K. Murray, Jr. 

 

ALTERNATE COUNCILORS 

 
2012-2014 2013-2015 2014-2016 

John Tierney Carol Jean Bruner Judith Cohen 
John Nikelly* Robert Levis Douglas Hausner 

Cassandra Burcham James Tarver* Marge Matthews 
Peter Wade Alan Heldon* Judith Summers-Gates 

*2014 

**will be replaced for 2014 

YCC February Webinar 
Save the Date! 

Tuesday, February 11th 

Webinar: Love Potion #9: The Chemistry of Scents and Smells 
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CHEMISTRY IN THE SUBURBS 
Join your fellow Chemists for a casual social event on January 29th at 5:30 PM in Miller’s 
Ale House in Willow Grove, right off the turnpike. Come to network with your peers in indus-
try who may not have a chance to drive into the city for Section meetings. There is no cover 
charge, but refreshments are Dutch treat. Hope to see you there!  Questions, email cmcin-
nis@dow.com.  

  

mailto:cmcinnis@dow.com
mailto:cmcinnis@dow.com
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BOOK REVIEW—Alan Warren 

Mad Science: Experiments You Can Do at Home – But Probably 
Shouldn’t by Theodore Gray. 240 pages, 9 by 10 inches, card covers, 
perfect bound, Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers, New York, NY, 
2011. ISBN 13:978-1-57912-875-3, $19.95. 
 
Based on his column in Popular Science magazine, the author con-
ceived these experiments that could be carried out at home, often using 
chemicals obtained at a hardware store or garden center. Some are dan-
gerous and should be done by adults or with adult supervision. Safety 
glasses are required for all experiments. 
 
The purpose of the book is to bring public awareness to the wonders and understanding of sci-
ence by accomplishing amazing feats in one’s home. The most dangerous experiment is the first 
one in the book. Using liquid sodium and chlorine gas, salt is formed by reacting the two ele-
ments and using the product on fresh made popcorn! 
 
In a series of more kitchen chemistry reactions, the following feats are accomplished. After 
blending cream, sugar, eggs and vanilla, instant ice cream is made by exposing the mixture to a 
blast of liquid nitrogen. In another kitchen experiment, specific amounts of indium, bismuth and 
tin are blended and heated to form an alloy. The molten metal is then poured into a previously 
made mold in the shape of a spoon. After cooling and hardening, place the spoon in a cup of 
boiling hot water and watch it melt before the eyes. 
 
The author describes, in another example, how to make ice cubes that sink. The answer is to use 
heavy water (D2O – the author provides a web site that tells you where to buy it). Simply pour 
the heavy water into ice cube trays and freeze. The cubes will sink when placed in a glass of 
water, and amaze your guests. 
 
Moving out of the kitchen, Theo Gray tells how to make silver bullets, build your own light 
bulb, form glass ornaments from sand, pull nylon filament from two layers of chemicals, pre-
pare strike-anywhere matches, and make graphite pencils. Other articles made at home, as de-
scribed in the book, include spark plugs, a liquid battery, an arc furnace, shrunken coins, a 
cloud chamber, a solid cast of a snowflake, and many other items, all as if by magic. 
 
The experiments in this book sound intriguing but involve hazardous materials, special equip-
ment, and materials somewhat difficult to obtain. Despite these obstacles, many of the wonders 
of science can be replicated in one’s basement or garage. The work is challenging but the results 
are educational and inspiring. 
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Celebrating NCW 2013 with a BANG! Bristol ChemClub Kickoff 
Posted by Catherine T. (Katie) Hunt, ACS Past President on November 25, 2013  

I headed to Bristol High School in Bristol, PA, to kick off their 2013-14 ACS 
ChemClub with (and I mean this literally) a bang! This was my first chance to 
test my skill at “improvising” a chemistry presentation. 

The room was packed with over 30 eager high school students, including 
ChemClub president, J. Crump and vice-president, S. Willis. They told me that 
ChemClub is by far the favorite after-school club at their school. The excite-

ment was for the spectacular chemisty demonstration known as the Gummi Bear Terminator. 
Their club advisor, chemistry teacher William “Bill” Smith, is all about safety. So goggles were 
donned by all. In addition, the demo was setup in a hood. The students were awed by the 
amount of energy released from a simple Gummi Bear treat. 

What’s in a theme? 

The reason for my visit was to help celebrate National Chem-
istry Week (NCW). The theme of NCW 2013 was “Energy 
Now and Forever.”  This theme focused on the sustainable 
role of chemistry in everything from energy conservation to 
energy generation. My ChemClub talk started with discussing 
cost-effective home energy improvements such as insulation, 
air sealing (sealing cracks and gaps), and cool roofs (solar re-
flective, white roof coatings) and continued on to rooftop in-

novations such as the Dow POWERHOUSE™ solar shingle. This last innovation strives to cre-
ate a net-zero building envelope, in other words, to create a home or building that produces 
100% of it’s own energy. How cool is that!!  We also talked about Philadelphia’s effort to be-
come the Greenest City in America, with a PLAN called GreenWorks Philadelphia, and pro-
grams like the RetroFIT Philly: Coolest Block Contest, which gives row home owners a chance 
to win energy-saving cool roof, air sealing and insulation upgrades for their entire block. 

Improv Works: The audience was engaged! 

I thoroughly enjoyed spending an afternoon of “improv” with Bill Smith and his wonderful 
Bristol HS ChemClub students!  It was my first chance to put my “Alan Alda Improv Training” 
to work. No slides, just a few props, including a copy of Chemical & Engineering News (Jan. 1, 
2007) and some cool-roof coated tennis balls!  I’m loving being an official “ACS Expert”! 

Additional Reference: 
Cool Roofs 

http://quiz2.chem.arizona.edu/preproom/Demo%20Files/gummi_bear_terminator.htm
http://www.dowpowerhouse.com/
http://www.phila.gov/green/PDFs/Greenworks2013ProgressReport_Web.pdf
http://www.retrofitphilly.com/
http://www.centerforcommunicatingscience.org/improvisation-for-scientists/
http://cen.acs.org/index.html
http://heatisland.lbl.gov/
http://acschemclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/NCW.jpg
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Younger Chemist and Career Services Networking Social on 
November 5th

 —Marjorie Austero Kiechel 
Philadelphia ACS and ACS Younger Chemists Committee of the local Philadelphia Section 
sponsored a career social and networking event on November 5, 2013 at The Great American 
Pub (Conshohocken, PA). The 15 young professionals and students in attendance, representing 
over 5 Philadelphia area universities and various life sciences industries, had a lively and in-
formal discussion about career development, job opportunities and effective networking. Joseph 
Martino, an ACS Career Consultant in Philadelphia, was available to answer a few questions. 
Thank you to everyone who participated and contributed to the success of this event!   
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS 
CURRENT CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

 
Date Event Locations 

   
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Keith Wing and Joanne Leonard: Chemical Consultants Net-

work Website Upgrade 
The Cynwyd Club 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 
www.chemconsultants.org  

Thursday, Jan. 9 
    (Luncheon) 

Joseph Priestley Society: Christopher Pappas, Styron: Private 
Equity and the Chemical Industry: Trends, Challenges, and 
Opportunities 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.chemheritage.org  

Monday, Jan. 13 Delaware Valley Mass Spectrometry Discussion Group: Ste-
ven J. Lehotay, USDA ARS, Wyndmoor, PA: Qualitative 
Factors in Regulatory Analysis of Chemical Contaminants in 
Food: Indications, Determinations, Identifications, and Con-
firmations 

Room 115 Mendel Hall 
Chemistry Department  
Villanova University 
Villanova, PA 
http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/  

Thursday, Jan. 16 A Panel of Former Project SEED Students Temple University 
Philadelphia, PA 

Tuesday, Jan. 21 Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley: Fred Rabel, 
ChromHELP, LLC: Analysis of Herbals/Medicinals: How 
Authentic Are Your Supplements? 

D’Ignazio’s Towne House 
Media, PA 
http://www.cfdv.org/  

Tuesday, Jan. 21 Delaware Valley Section, American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers: Bruce D. Rubin, Rubin Consulting, LLC:  
Annual CEO Lecture 

The Union League 
Philadelphia, PA 
http://aiche-philadelphia.org/events/events.html  

Wednesday, Jan. 29 Chemistry in the Suburbs: Social and Networking Event Miller’s Ale House 
Willow Grove, PA 
cmcinnis@dow.com  

Thursday, Jan. 30  Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club: Ralph A. Rivero,  
GlaxoSmithKline: Identification of GSK2636771, a Potent 
and Selective, Orally Bioavailable Inhibitor of Phosphoinosi-
tide 3-Kinase-beta (PI3Kβ) for the treatment of PTEN Defi-
cient Tumors 

Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture Hall 
Department of Chemistry 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 
http://www.pocclub.org/  

Tuesday, Feb. 11 Webinar Event: Love Potion #9: The Chemistry of Scents and 
Smells 

TBA 

Thursday, Feb. 20 Guy Crosby, guy@cookingscienceguy.com:  
The Chemistry of Cooking 

Ursinus College 
Collegeville, PA 

Thursday, March 20 Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture: Carolyn Bertozzi, University 
of California, Berkeley 

University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 

Monday, March 24 Younger Chemists Committee Annual Poster Session University of the Sciences 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.PhillyYcc.org  

Saturday, April 5 Philadelphia Girls Enjoying Science Program for Sixth Grade 
Girls (PAGES™) 

Chestnut Hill College 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.pagesprogram.org  

Thursday, April 17 Undergraduate Scholastic Achievement Awards TBA 
Thursday, May 15 Philadelphia Section Teaching Awards TBA 
Thursday, June 19 Luncheon Honoring Our Fifty-year Members TBA 

247th ACS Spring National Meeting 
March 16-20, 2014 

Dallas, TX 
 

248th ACS Fall National Meeting 
August 10-14, 2014 
San Francisco, CA 
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