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From
The
Chair

Well we are finally here – the last “From the Chair” column of my
tenure as Chairman. I have to admit, it was not necessarily easy to balance work and volunteer efforts with home life, especially with two
young children at home. But it did teach me quite a bit.

First, this section has some very dedicated volunteers who have put
many hours over this year into making sure the organization continues
to function and provides services and support to all of our members.
J.P. Northrop
There are far too many to mention here, but know that you are all
thanked from the bottom of my heart. Without your efforts, we would not be able to have meetings, support good causes, and promote chemistry within our community. I look forward to continuing to work with all of you in the years to come.
Second, I have been very encouraged to see growth within the Younger Chemists Committee
and the general influx of additional volunteers. Many of you had answered the call to action that
I put out in one of my initial columns, contacted the Section Office, and asked what was available. I strongly encourage everyone to continue to volunteer in any way they can. Although we
still rely on the support and actions of a relative few of our members to achieve our goals, more
and more people are coming to assist and that is very promising to see.
Third, next year many of the Board Meetings may be converted to video conferencing. We have
experimented with the technology over the last couple of meetings and I think the Board is going to move ahead with this. What this means to our members is this – although Board meetings
have always been open to the public, we will now have the ability to allow teleconferencing and
video conferencing into the meeting as well for anyone who wishes to do so.
Lastly, I want to thank all the members who have reached out and contacted me over the year. I
appreciated the feedback (both positive and negative) and look to continue my work in the Section, not only as Immediate Past Chair, but also as a regular volunteer. I suspect I will continue
to see many of you at our Section’s networking meetings as well as other events throughout the
year. Please do not hesitate to contact me with anything that you would like to see the Section
doing in the future. John.northrop@anton-paar.com or (215) 287-0208.
Thank you again for a great year.
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The 2013 Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture
Sponsored by
The Philadelphia and Delaware Sections, American Chemical Society
The Department of Chemistry, University of Pennsylvania
The University of the Sciences in Philadelphia
The Chemical Heritage Foundation

Thursday, November 21, 2013
Covering Complex Science,
Or How I Explained a Frank-Kasper ó Phase in Sphere-Forming Block
Copolymer Melts to a Radio Audience

Dr. Joe Palca
National Public Radio

6:00 PM
Ullyot Meeting Hall, Chemical Heritage Foundation
315 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia
The lecture is free to the public but registration is required
Reception from 7:00-8:00 PM (free with registration)
For lecture and reception reservations: register online at www.chemheritage.org or contact Nancy Vonada
at (215) 873-8226 or nvonada@chemheritage.org by Friday, November 15th.

The permanent exhibit Making Modernity and a new temporary exhibit, Sensing Change, will be available for
viewing during the reception. Sensing Change is an original CHF art exhibit that explores daily shifts in our environment and long-term climate change; the visualization of data and largely invisible natural processes; and
the potential role of art in science communication.
Parking: Parking is available at the Bourse Garage on 4th Street between Chestnut and Market Streets (next to
the Ritz Theater), at the garages under Independence Mall between 5th and 6th Streets, and on 2nd Street between
Chestnut and Walnut. Reduced rate at the Bourse with a CHF stamped ticket.
Public Transit: SEPTA suburban trains stop at Market East, a 15-minute walk to the Chemical Heritage Foundation. The Market-Frankford subway has stations on Market Street at both 2nd and 5th Streets. See
http://www.chemheritage.org/about/visit/directions.aspx
The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM in the Othmer Alcove Conference Room on the 3rd floor.
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SPEAKER’S ABSTRACT AND BIOGRAPHY
Dr. Joe Palca
Science Correspondent, National Public Radio
Covering Complex Science, or How I Explained a Frank-Kasper ó Phase in Sphere-Forming
Block Copolymer Melts to a Radio Audience
Abstract: Are some science topics too complicated to explain to a nonscientific audience? The
answer is no. Any scientific topic can be explained to at least some level of abstraction. The explanation might not satisfy a scientist, but that’s not the goal of popular media. And besides,
what scientific topic can be fully explained in a three-and-a-half-minute radio story?
Biography: Dr. Joe Palca is a science correspondent for NPR. Since joining NPR in 1992, Palca has covered a range of science topics — everything from biomedical research to astronomy.
In addition to his science reporting, Palca is a backup host for Talk of the Nation Science Friday.
Palca began his journalism career in television in 1982, working as a health producer for the
CBS affiliate in Washington, DC. In 1986, he left television for a seven-year stint as a print
journalist, first as the Washington news editor for Nature, and then as a senior correspondent
for Science Magazine.
He comes to journalism from a science background, having received a PhD in psychology from
the University of California at Santa Cruz where he worked on human sleep physiology.
In October of 2009, Palca took a six-month leave from NPR to become science writer in residence at the Huntington Library and The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical
Gardens.
Palca has won numerous awards, including the National Academies Communications Award,
the Science-in-Society Award of the National Association of Science Writers, the American
Chemical Society James T. Grady-James H. Stack Award for Interpreting Chemistry for the
Public, the American Association for the Advancement of Science Journalism Prize, and the
Victor Cohn Prize for Excellence in Medical Writing.
Palca is the co-author (with Flora Lichtman) of Annoying: The Science of What Bugs Us
(Wiley, 2011).
He lives in Washington, DC with his wife and two sons.
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NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren
Amos B. Smith III, Rhodes-Thompson professor of chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania will receive the 2014 William H. Nichols medal of the New York Section of the ACS. The
award was established in 1902 to encourage original research and is given in recognition of outstanding contributions in the field of chemistry.
Leonard Fabiano, adjunct professor in Penn’s department of chemical and biomolecular engineering, is named a fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers. The honor recognizes his over 25 years of experience in process engineering and development.
Larry G. Sneddon of Penn will receive the 2014 F. Albert Cotton award in synthetic inorganic
chemistry, and Marsha I. Lester will receive the Francis P. Garvan – John M. Olin medal.
Mary Kenly Gall was profiled in the spring 2013 issue of the Chemical Heritage Foundation’s
newsletter Transmutations. She was recognized for her support of the project Women in Chemistry. Gall was also recently recorded in an interview for CHF’s oral history program.
DEATHS
Robert P. Perry, former professor of biochemistry and biophysics, July 15th at 82. He joined
the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine faculty in 1973 and then served as an adjunct from 1976 until 1995. He was also professor emeritus and founding chair of the Stanley P.
Reimann chair in oncology research at the Fox Chase Cancer Center, retiring in 2006. Perry
was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 1977.
Alfonso R. Gennaro, retired chemistry professor, September 8th at 87. After service in the Navy during WWII and completing his education, he began teaching organic chemistry at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, now the University of the Sciences. Over his more
than 50-years career at the University he held additional posts including dean of graduate students, associate dean of sciences, and chemistry department chairman, retiring in 1997.
Note: News Atoms seeks to report on people in the field of chemistry in the greater Philadelphia area. If you have news about new hires, significant promotions, honors and awards, and those
who have recently passed away, send it by email to philcatalyst@aol.com or by mail to the
Philadelphia Section ACS.
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HEADS-UP: ELECTION 2013
The election runs until November 8th. This year we will be approving our new bylaws as
well as electing officers, directors and councilors. Ballots were emailed to those with
valid email addresses. Others have been mailed postcards. If you haven’t received the
ballot email, it may be because you opted out of SurveyMonkey.
You can reinstate yourself with SurveyMonkey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/optin.aspx and after this is done notify Tom Straub at
straub@lasalle.edu – then he will send you an electronic ballot.
Or, you can send a request for a paper ballot from the Philadelphia Local Section office
by email to PhilaACS@aol.com or phone (215) 382-1589.
Reminders will be sent on November 4th to those who haven’t voted yet.
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YCC WEBINAR REPORT
The Younger Chemists Committee of the local Philadelphia ACS Section sponsored a networking event centered on the ACS webinar “Putting Your Best Foot Forward: Managing Your Paper and Online Resumes” on October 8, 2013 at Drexel University. The 20 young chemists in
attendance, representing over 4 Philadelphia area colleges and universities, had a lively discussion about what makes an effective resume. Joe Martino, an ACS Career Consultant in Philadelphia, contributed to our Q&A session. Thank you to all who participated: you made this
event a resounding success! Please join us again for our next webinar event on February 11th,
titled “Love Potion #9: The Chemistry of Scents and Smells.” — Jessica Levin
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2009 ACS FELLOW DR. AMOS B. SMITH, III
Amos received his undergraduate degree from Bucknell University where he completed the first
combined four-year bachelor’s and master’s of science degree in chemistry. After one year at
the University of Pennsylvania medical school he moved to Rockefeller University where he
earned a PhD in organic chemistry and then completed a year as a Research Associate at Rockefeller University. In 1973, he joined the University of Pennsylvania as an Assistant Professor of
Chemistry. He is currently the Rhodes-Thompson Professor of Chemistry at Penn. His other duties at this time are as a Member of the Monell Chemical Senses Center and as Associate Director of the Penn Center for Molecular Discovery (PCMD).
Amos’s research encompasses three areas: natural product synthesis, bioorganic chemistry and
materials science. He has supervised more than 120 PhD students and been advisor to almost
200 postdoctoral researchers. He has published more than 600 research papers and patents and
given more than 600 invited lectures.
Amos has served on the editorial board of numerous prestigious journals including the Journal
of the American Chemical Society, Organic Syntheses, Synlett and Tetrahedron. He is currently
serving on the editorial boards of the Journal of Organic Chemistry, Journal of Antibiotics and
Chemical & Pharmaceutical Bulletin. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Organic Reactions, Inc. and Organic Synthesis, Inc. Amos has served on the Scientific Advisory Board of
many companies and is currently on the board of Adesis, Inc., New Castle, DE and is a member, ESPCI International Council, Paris, France.
Amos has been very active in the American Chemical Society. He has been involved in the Division of Organic Chemistry and has had many roles such as member and chair of the nominating committee, member of the executive committee, member and chair of the fellowship
committee, national organic symposium executive officer, chairman of the ACS task force to
monitor the Journal of Organic Chemistry, chair-elect, chair, past-chair of the division and at
one point he was on the selection committee to find an editor for the Journal of Organic Chemistry. Amos’s most significant volunteer role is as Editor-in-Chief of ACS’s Organic Letters.
He was the founding Editor-in-Chief and holds that position today. Above is only a snapshot of
Amos’s career accomplishments and his many contributions to ACS. This is enough to give you
a sense of why Amos was selected in the inaugural class of the ACS Fellows. The following
URLs contain a more detailed list of his accomplishments:
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/smith-group/people/amosbsmith
http://www.qub.ac.uk/home/Graduation/FileStore/Filetoupload,162059,en.pdf
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THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETYAND THE YOUNGER
CHEMISTS COMMITTEE PHILADELPHIA SECTION
are hosting a

CAREER SOCIAL AND NETWORKING EVENT
Tuesday, November 5th, 2013
6:00 – 9:00 PM
The Great American Pub
123 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Join your fellow Philadelphia ACS members in a networking event focused on networking and
career development. Experts from ACS Careers as well as professionals from the life sciences
staffing industry will be available during the social to network and answer your questions. Connect with your fellow chemists here in Philadelphia and experts from ACS Careers as we provide you with another easy-going way to connect with other professionals. We hope you will be
able to take advantage of this informal way to learn and help each other too! Hope to see you at
this exciting event!
SPONSORED BY AEROTEK

2013 Philadelphia Section Award
Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Magid receiving the Award plaque from Awards Committee Chair Dr. Steven Fleming at
the October section meeting. — Joel Perlish photograph
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YOUR LOCAL SECTION DUES
When you receive your dues invoice from ACS National it will include a $10 item
for Philadelphia Local Section (LS) Voluntary Dues. Every member of ACS whose
main address is in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery or Philadelphia counties in PA or Burlington and Camden counties in NJ is automatically a member of
the Philadelphia Section.
These dues are a major source of income for the Section and support Section activities such as the Education, Younger Chemists and Career Services Committees, all of which benefit the general chemistry community.
Non-payment of LS dues has no effect on the individual member; for example,
the Catalyst is sent electronically to every member. Only $10 supports all of your
local section activities. Please pay them.
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BOOK REVIEW—Alan Warren
Silver in Organic Chemistry, ed. by Michael Harmata. 422 pages, 6¼ by 9½ inches,
hardbound, John Wiley & Sons, Hoboken, N.J., 2010, ISBN 978-0-470-46611-7, $110.
In the wake of the more popular coinage metals—platinum and gold—and their use in
organic synthesis, the authors and editor of this new volume focus on the less costly approach of using silver cations. Editor Harmata has gathered over 20 authors to prepare
this monograph of the use of silver as a catalyst and structural element in organometal
constructs.
After a review of silver alkyls, alkenyls, aryls, and alkynyls in organic synthesis, the text moves on to
explore cycloaddition reactions, sigmatropic rearrangements and related processes, silver-mediated
electrolytic processes, silver-catalyzed cycloisomerization reactions, and silver-catalyzed nitrene and
silylene transfers. Other topics include silver carbenoids, aldol processes, coupling reactions promoted
by silver (exploring organosilver species and use of silver salts), and the supramolecular chemistry of
silver that examines the metal’s variable coordination number and geometry.
A final chapter offers a critical comparison of copper, silver, and gold by studying the homogeneous
catalysis of the three metals. Since copper is the cheapest of the three elements, its use in catalysis of
organic reactions is more widely documented. However, the applications of gold, and now silver, are
drawing more and more attention.
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THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY AND THE YOUNGER CHEMISTS COMMITTEE
PHILADELPHIA SECTION
are hosting a poster session
Younger Chemists Committee Annual Poster Session
Monday, March 24, 2014
6:00-9:00 PM
Athletic Recreation Center, University of the Sciences
Bobby Morgan Arena
897 S. 43rd St
Philadelphia, PA

The ACS and YCC are calling all scientists to submit abstracts for the annual YCC poster session beginning November 15, 2013. More information about the abstract submission process
will be available closer to the November deadline. Cash prizes will be given to scientists who
clearly present and show an in-depth knowledge of their research.
Interested in becoming a judge for the ACS poster session? Do you have a background or interest in science? Are you 40 years old or younger? If so, the YCC wants you! More information
will be provided about signing up for judging.

Philadelphia Section 2013 Election Slate
Chair Elect
Cynthia Palmer
Bill Smith
Secretary
Alan Heldon
Directors
Judith Cohen
Jason Cross
Anne DeMasi
Renee Harris
Doug Hausner
Michelle Johnson
Kendra Luther
Marge Matthews
Sheldon Miller
Cynthia Palmer
Kathy Shaginaw
Tom Straub
Bo Wang
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Councilors
Judith Cohen
Deb Cook
Mark Forman
Judith Summers Gates
Doug Hausner
Alan Heldon
Kathie Lysko
Marge Matthews
Jim Murray
John Nikelly
Russ Phifer
James Tarver
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The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society
presents

The Herb Bassow Memorial

Chemistry Demonstrations
For
Children of All Ages
See “Genie in the Bottle,” the “Circle of Fire,” “Hero’s Fountain,” “Lemonade,” “Baggie
Chemistry,” “Instant Hot Lather,” “Balloon-on-a-Stick,” “Incredible Shrinking Balloons,” the
“Sacrifice of the Gummy Bears,” and much, much more.
Make Slime, Gak, Balloon-on-a-stick, Float Bubbles,
Do Baggie Chemistry, pH Art, Milk Art
at

Rutgers University - Camden
Science Building Lecture Hall
315 Penn Street at Third Street

Saturday, December 14, 2013
Demonstrations at 10 -11AM Science Building Lecture Hall
Hands-on Activities at 11 AM
Directions: http://www.camden.rutgers.edu/page/visit-campus
Parking: Free in lots 1, 2 and 14.
Information: Dr. Thomas Straub at straub@lasalle.edu or (215) 951-1263
Cost: Free and open to the public

Everyone Welcome!
November 2013
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Particle Falls
The Chemical Heritage Foundation has
received a grant from the Public Health
Fund for a project titled: “Visualizing
Our Air, Connecting Citizens to
Information about Air Quality in
Philadelphia.” The “Visualizing Our
Air” project features an installation
entitled Particle Falls, a public art
piece by digital media artist Andrea
Polli. Particle Falls is a visually arresting large-scale projection of air quality data, showing a
giant stream of color—blue, red and fiery orange—that provides a representation of particulate
matter detected by a companion air monitor. The projection updates in real time, dramatically
visualizing the largely unseen matter existing in polluted air and helping to create a correlation
between our urban environment and public health.
See it on Broad Street on the front of the Wilma Theater, across from the Kimmel Center until
December 1st. For pictures and video go to
http://www.chemheritage.org/search.aspx?q=particle%20falls

Dr. Anthony Addison dwarfed by the giant of chemistry, Dmitri Mendeleev, writ large in bronze, at Lomonosov
State University of Moscow during a recent trip to Eastern Europe.
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652nd BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING
Thursday, September 19, 2013
Chestnut Hill College, Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill, PA
Present: Deborah H. Cook, Ella Davis, Rick Ewing, Steven Fleming, Douglas Hausner, Alan Heldon,
John (J.P.) Northrop, Thomas S. Straub, Kathryn Lysko, Cynthia Palmer, Kathleen Shaginaw, William
Smith, Judy Summers-Gates and Denise Thomas.
Also: Elisabeth Harper, Carol Jean Bruner, and Bob Gates.
Excused: David J. Cichowicz, Melissa Betz Cichowicz, Christine McInnis, Anne DeMasi, James Tarver and Victor J. Tortorelli
The September Meeting of the Philadelphia Section Board of Directors was called to order by JP
Northrop at 4:12 PM. A quorum was present
1. Approval of Minutes
The June minutes were approved as submitted with no nays or abstentions.
2. Committee Reports
A. Younger Chemists Committee Christine McInnis CMcInnis@dow.com
Christine McInnis is excused from this meeting. Her YCC summary report was submitted electronically and is included hereafter as submitted.
YCC Summary for Sept 19th Board Meeting
The YCC Council has had three meetings so far. Each meeting has been a really wonderful experience
with about 10 younger chemists in attendance. Rich has done an excellent job of finding a central location for the group to meet in West Philly and has taken care of reserving the location for us. Great progress has been made in planning events for the year, including two in October. There has also been a
lot of momentum around the annual poster session.
1. Events
a. October Webinar in a Box
The October event will be a Webinar in a Box event. This month it will focus on the aspects of a
good resume and how you have to manage on online resume differently than you would a paper resume. After the Webinar, there will be a question and answer session including panelist Chris Kim
from our section. The Webinar starts at 7 PM, but our local section event kicks off at 6 pm with snacks
and networking bingo. The event will be held on October 8th at Drexel, where the doors will remain unlocked until after the start of the Webinar. Jessica and Devon have done a wonderful job organizing
this event!
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b. October Harry Potter Event
Chestnut Hill does a Harry Potter weekend every Fall. This year the YCC and the Chestnut Hill
Chem Club are teaming up to host a “potions master” booth. This will include demos with liquid nitrogen and a “safe” demo that is appropriate for children to handle. This event will be fun for the whole
family on October 19th. Thank you to Karen for setting this up for us!
c. November Social Event, Feb Webinar in a Box
Plans are underway for these two events. Look for more information in the coming meetings.
2. March Poster Session
Great progress has been made in several fronts to get our annual YCC poster session in order. The
poster session will take place the evening of March 24th. Brian was able to negotiate the use of the University of the Sciences Arena (Gym) for our poster session including microphones and poster boards,
for free! This is a major step for our poster session because it means we won’t have to charge people to
present or attend the event. Instead of paying for a venue, we are planning to purchase boxed dinners
for participants. We believe that boxed lunches offers more flexibility for the poster presenters who
need to stand by their posters. We also hope that we will be able to provide a reasonable meal to the
large number of attendees we are hoping for this year.
The YCC has been working on a rubric for the posters that will be published with the call for abstracts. This year’s focus will be on the presenter’s understanding of the material. There will also be
overlap in judging to remove as much bias as possible.
Ogan has solicited some help in creating a new website for the poster session abstracts. This will
greatly streamline the time commitment involved in assembling and formatting the abstracts.
While nearly the entire YCC council has been involved in helping to plan the poster session, Renee,
Ivona, Brian, and Ogan have taken a particularly large role.
In order to be the most efficient in our planning efforts, the YCC has put together a requested budget
for the poster session. This budget would be in addition to a monthly allowance for meetings and
events.
The YCC is offering 15 travel awards that cover the cost of travel, lodging, registration and meals
for the ACS Leadership Development Institute, taking place January 24-26, 2014. Additional
information is available on the YCC website (http://ycc.sites.acs.org/ldw.htm). The online application is
available here and is open Aug 1 - Nov 1, 2013.
For additional information:
ACS Leadership Institute at:
(http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_TRANSITIONMAIN&node
_id=1102&use_sec=false&sec_url_var=region1).
And: Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) at: (http://ycc.sites.acs.org/).
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B. Career Services Workshop Joe Martino acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com
Joe Martino was unable to attend this meeting. His Career Services report was submitted electronically
and is included hereafter as received.
Career Services – Report to the Board -- September 2013
1. Committee Staffing: Paul Fishbein and Kristin Lammers Wilking have asked to step down from the
Committee, and I would like to thank both Paul and Kristin for their efforts and hard work in service to
Career Services. Julie Kurtz of Aerotek has joined Career Services. Julie is also a member of the new
Philly YCC council and she will be responsible for organizing all future Career Services networking
events. Dr. Lori Spangler of BMS also has joined Career Services. Lori also serves the ACS as a Career
Consultant, and her experience will be of benefit to the Committee. Thank you Paul and Kristin, and
welcome Julie and Lori!
2. The September 3rd Networking Event with the ACS Delaware Section was a qualified success with
17 participants. The low turnout can be attributed to the Labor Day holiday. However, all participants
have commented through the usual SurveyMonkey survey that the event was of benefit. Surprisingly,
though the majority of the participants were practicing chemists, half of the participants were not
members of the ACS. Of those that were ACS members, the majority were members of the ACS Philadelphia Section. I (Joe Martino) would like to thank Tiffany Hoerter, the Chair of the ACS Delaware
Section, for working with me in organizing this event.
3. The ACS Career Pathways “Working In Industry” workshop is scheduled for October 19 from 2:00
PM to 6:00 PM in Room 200A-B of the Howard Gittis Student Center at Temple University in Philadelphia. I (Joe Martino) will be presenting the workshop on behalf of the ACS. An Eventbrite website
has been established and publicity has started. I (Joe Martino) would like to thank Steve Fleming for
his assistance in reserving the venue at Temple.
4. Julie Kurtz is planning the next Career Services networking event, which will be co-sponsored with
Philly YCC, for November 2013. More details to come as Julie finalizes the venue.
5. Career Services is in the process of prioritizing new projects for growing Career Services beyond the
networking events and career workshops. More details to come as the Committee decides on which
projects to pursue.
6. I (Joe Martino) have recently attended the Council of Economic and Professional Affairs (CEPA)
meeting at the ACS National meeting in Indianapolis. ACS Nationals continues to urge ACS Career
Consultants to coach and advise ACS members only as the Career Consultant program is a benefit of
paid ACS membership. Any referrals either to Lori or to me for career consulting should be directed to
the ACS Careers website so that the ACS can track consulting requests.
7. I (Joe Martino) have been nominated to serve for another year (2014) as Consultant to CEPA. Pending approval by ACS Nationals, this would be a continuation of my role as Consultant to CEPA that I
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currently perform. I (Joe Martino) have also been informed that my contract as a presenter for the ACS
Career Pathways program will also be renewed for 2014.
3. Officer’s Reports
A. Chair JP Northrop John.northrop@anton-paar.com.
1. Section work on the revised Section Bylaws is complete and said bylaws have been submitted to National for approval. On return from National the Bylaws will be submitted to the Section’s membership
for approval.
2. Revision of the Section’s Work Manual is proceeding.
B. Chair–Elect S. Fleming sfleming@temple.edu.
1. The Ullyot Lecture Committee has chosen a “candidate” speaker for 2015. The Committee still has
not ascertained whether the “candidate” will be available.
2. The Philadelphia Section Award Lecture will be October 17th at 6:00 PM. The public lecture portion
of the meeting will occur before dinner.
C. Secretary A. Heldon alanheldon@comcast.net
No report
D. Treasurer D. Cichowicz cichowic@lasalle.edu
D. Cichowicz is excused from this meeting. No treasurer’s report submitted.
The Treasurer requests that all 2014 budget requests and proposals be submitted as soon as possible,
certainly before the October Board meeting.
The Section needs a Chair for the Finance, Budget and Audit Committee. The duties are to track Section investments and liaison with the Section’s accountant.
5. Other Business
Bill Smith reported that the YCC recruited one of Bill’s Bristol high school students for the Philadelphia Science Carnival this spring. We will need a bigger tent for a larger presence with both the YCC and
his High School Chem. Club participating.
1. The Regional Meeting of the High School Chemistry Clubs will be at the Chemical Heritage Foundation. The target is a date during the Spring of 2014.
There will be a need to coordinate this meeting as there will be a lot of events planned for that
spring.
The meeting budget is $6,000.00 for meal and transportation costs. National has offered $1,000.00.
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2. J.P. thanked Rick Ewing on behalf of the Board for his work on assembling the Section’s fall election slate.
3. Judy Summers-Gates has sent out National Chem. Week poetry contest materials. She is receiving
inquiries. The deadline is November 1. See the Catalyst.
4. Kathy Shaginaw – The next PAGES™ is November 2. Volunteers are needed.
5. “myacs.org” has posted vignettes about some members.
6. The Fall Council meeting at the Fall National Meeting did little that affects the Philadelphia Section.
Current district redistribution will not affect the Section’s boundaries.
7. Rick Ewing noted the need to replace 3 people on our awards committee. Rick has submitted the following names: Dr. Kurt Kolasinski (Physical Chem), West Chester University; Dr. Donna Huryn
(Chemical Education), University of Pennsylvania; Dr. Lu Bai (Analytical Chem), Dow Chemical. A
motion was made, seconded and passed without nays or abstentions.
8. J.P. noted receipt of a letter from a Philadelphia science teacher who needs $700.00 to obtain a spectroscope. Bill Smith will contact the teacher with suggestions for sources for funding. Likewise, Ella
Davis will pass along suggestions.
9. There is an article about D. Cook’s CHF project in the September 16 issue of C&EN. B. Smith has a
letter in the same issue.
10. T. Straub is coordinating the election with M. Matthews.
11. The meeting used the Go-to-Meeting program as a trial. JP Northrop wants feed back on how it
worked. Should it be included in the budget for next year?
There being no additional business before the Board, on motion the meeting was adjourned at 4:50
PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Alan R. Heldon, Secretary
alanheldon@comcast.net
Philadelphia Section email: PhilaACS@aol.com

Attention Hiring Managers and Scientific Talent: The EAS
Employment Bureau (Nov. 18-20 in Somerset, NJ) provides an
opportunity to meet one-on-one.
An Employment Bureau is available to provide ample opportunity for employees to meet prospective employers. The Employment Bureau is located in the Exposition Hall and is free to all
registered attendees. Visit the Employment Bureau section of the EAS website for more information. information: http://easinc.org/wordpress/?page_id=444
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The Friends of Joseph Priestley House
The Friends of Joseph Priestley House enjoyed a presentation by Ronald Blatchley at the
group’s annual meeting in October. Blatchley, appearing costumed with wig, recreated Dr. Joseph Priestley speaking to the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia in 1803.
Members honored Roy Olofson, professor emeritus of chemistry at Penn State University, a
longtime supporter who has energetically promoted the Priestley museum to international gatherings of chemists and has sought out Priestley-related items now displayed at the museum. The
gathering was held in the recently renovated Pond Building for which Olofson was the fund
raising chair.
The achievements of the past year include new display cases for reproductions of Priestley’s
scientific glassware which had been in storage since the 1990s, and a new archaeology display
for items dug up on the grounds.
Future plans include a series of short videos recreating Priestley’s experiments in gas chemistry,
now in production. The videos will be used by docents to explain Priestley’s discoveries and
posted on the Priestley House You Tube channel.
The Priestley House museum is open Saturday and Sunday from 1-4 PM with hourly tours, the
last at 3 PM. On Heritage Day, Sunday, November 3rd, costumed guides will welcome visitors
and Blatchley will present Priestley’s chemistry demonstrations. For more information,
www.priestleyhouse.org.

Photo (from left) Bob Minard, professor emeritus at Penn State who presented the tribute to Olofson; Kristen Yarmey, author and former chemistry student; Blatchley as Joseph Priestley in 1803 and Olofson. The group is standing in front of a
print of a painting of Priestley from the 1800 time period.
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The 23rd Annual
Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN PRE-COLLEGE TEACHING
The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society will honor two outstanding science
teachers from the Delaware Valley with its Awards for Excellence in Pre-College Science
Teaching. One award will be given to a full-time educator involved in teaching science in
grades K-8. The second award will be given to a full-time educator at the secondary level
(grades 9-12) who teaches chemistry. Nominees must teach in the Philadelphia Section's geographic are (Philadelphia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, Bucks, Burlington and Camden
counties).
Nominations for 2014 will be accepted until Thursday, February 27, 2014. The nomination
package should consist of a letter of nomination, the nominee’s resume and at least two letters
of recommendation. Other supporting information, such as students’ comments, is welcome.
However, the total nomination package should not exceed 30 pages. The nomination package
may be emailed to PhilaACS@aol.com or a copy of the nomination materials may be mailed to:
Chair, Awards Committee
Philadelphia Section, ACS
Department of Chemistry
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323
For more information, please contact the Philadelphia Section, ACS office:
phone: (215) 382-1589 or email: philaACS@aol.com
Award recipients will be honored at our May 2014 Section meeting with a certificate and
an honorarium.
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ADVERTISING INDEX
ACS
192, 209
Chem Show
198
Mass-Vac, Inc.
197
Micron Inc.
209
NuMega Resonance Labs
209
PittCon
193
Robertson Microlit Labs
209
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS
CURRENT CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

Date
Friday, Nov. 1

Event
First Friday Kitchen-Science Series: Breadmaking

Tuesday, Nov. 5

Younger Chemists and Career Services Committees: Networking Event sponsored by Aerotek
Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley:
Mark Olsen, Teva Pharmaceutical Industries: Incorporating SFC and SFC/MS into Problem Solving in Analytical Drug Development.
Delaware Valley Mass Spectrometry Discussion
Group: John Callahan, FDA: Mass Spectrometry in
Food Safety Research

Thursday, Nov. 7

Monday, Nov. 11

Wednesday, Nov. 13

Chemical Consultants Network: Roundtable: New
CCN Website

Thursday, Nov. 14

Joseph Priestley Society: Jack Felmy, American
Petroleum Institute will discuss perspectives on the
economic impact of shale-gas development
Chemical Heritage Foundation: Robert Fox, Cain
Distinguished Fellow: Mapping the Universe of
Knowledge: Internationalism and National Interest
in Modern Science
American Institute of Chemical Engineers: Tour of
Southwest Philadelphia Water Pollution Control
Plant
ChemPharma Dinner: James E. Benton, Executive
Director, NJ Petroleum Council & Pres. NJ Society
for Economic Development: Fracking and Issues in
the Petroleum Engineering Industry
Ullyot Public Affairs Lecture: Joe Palca, National Public Radio: Covering Complex Science,
or How I Explained a Frank-Kasper ó Phase in
Sphere-Forming Block Copolymer Melts to a Radio Audience
First Friday: A History of Science Holiday Celebration in the spirit of Michaels Faraday’s century
Christmas lectures at the Royal Institution
Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club: James L.
Leighton, Columbia University: In Pursuit of the
Ideal in Natural Product Synthesis – How and Why
Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting
Chemical Demonstrations and Hands-on Activities for Children of all Ages

Thursday, Nov. 14

Wednesday, Nov. 20

Thursday, Nov. 21

Thursday, Nov. 21

Friday Dec. 6

Thursday, Dec. 12

Thursday, Dec. 12
Saturday, Dec. 14

November 2013

Location
Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia, PA
www.chemheritage.org
Great American Pub
Conshohocken, PA
D'ignazio's Towne House
Media, PA
http://www.cfdv.org/
Room 115 Mendel Hall
Villanova University
Villanova, PA
http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/
Cynwyd Club
Bala Cynwyd, PA
www.chemconsultants.org
Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia. PA
www.chemheritage.org
Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia, PA
http://www.chemheritage.org/visit/events/publicevents/2013-11-14-fellow-in-focus.aspx
Philadelphia, PA
http://aichephiladelphia.org/events/events2013/1120swwpcp.htm
Trenton Country Club
Trenton, NJ
http://www.chempharma.net/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=668134&item_id=299186
Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia, PA
www.chemheritage.org

Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia, PA
www.chemheritage.org
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
http://www.pocclub.org/
North Wales, PA
Science Building
Department of Chemistry
Rutgers University-Camden
Camden, NJ
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