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ADVANCE NOTICE
FEBRUARY MEETING

Thursday, February 23, 2012
Graduate and Undergraduate Poster Session
Temple University
See the FEBRUARY issue of the Catalyst for details,
call the Section Office at (215) 382-1589 or email PhilaACS@aol.com.

ACS-Philadelphia Section Announces

12th Annual
Student Poster Sessions
Thursday, February 23, 2012

Open to graduate, undergraduate and high school students
Subjects
All areas of chemistry, chemical engineering and
biochemistry
Deadline
Abstracts must be submitted by February 9, 2012.
Registration
Registration required by Feb. 9, 2012 for all attendees.
Cost is $15, includes admission and dinner.
Submission guidelines
Abstracts in ACS format submitted to gradposters@aol.com
by Feb. 9. Submissions must include electronic copy,
principal author’s name, professor’s name, level of study
(undergrad, graduate or high school), affiliation of all
authors and institutions involved in submitted work.
Awards
Monetary prizes will be awarded to the top posters in
graduate, undergradaute and high school categories.
Location
Temple University
Mitten Hall
1913 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122
Time
5:00 to 8:00 PM
Information at www.philaycc.org/PS12.html
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW CHAIR
Rick Ewing , the new Chair of
the Philadelphia Section, is a
Group Di rec tor in Me dic i nal
Chem is try at Bris tol Myers
Squibb in Hopewell, NJ.
Rick grew up in the West
Chester, PA area. He received
his BS in chem is try from
West Ches ter Uni ver sity in
1983. During his Undergraduate studies, Rick held internships at the Ches ter County
Health De part ment and at
Wyeth Lab o ra to ries in Great
Val ley. Rick then went on to
the Uni ver sity of Penn syl vania where he received his PhD
in organic chemis try in 1988
working with Professor Madeleine Joullié. While pursuing
his PhD, Rick also performed
col lab o ra tive re search with

Professor Paul Weisz (Chemical Engineer ing Department,
Uni ver sity of Penn syl va nia)
and Dr. Judah Folkman (Harvard Med i cal School) in the
area of angiogenesis.
Rick be gan his phar ma ceu tical ca reer in 1988 with
Rhone-Poulenc Rorer and
moved to Bris tol Myers
Squibb in 2000. At BMS,
Rick leads a pro gram in cardiovascular and metabolic diseases. Also Rick is a co-chair
of the BMS Uni ver sity
Awards and Grants Committee. Rick has been on the
or ga niz ing com mit tees for
sev eral ex ter nal chem is try
sym po sia in the New Jer sey
and Philadelphia Sections.

In addition to his involvement
in the lo cal sec tion, he has
served on the ACS na tional
committees of Corporate Associates (CA: since 2006) and as
a li ai son to the Com mit tee on
Economic and Professional Affairs (CEPA: since 2007).
Prior to becoming Chair–elect,
Rick served on the lo cal section Board of Di rec tors since
2009. Rick has been a member
of the local section since 1985.
Rick and his wife Sara live in
Lower Bucks County with
their black chow-chow. They
have two young adults who
both at tend col leges in Pennsyl va nia. Rick serves on his
township’s Environmental Advi sory Council and en joys bicycling and playing chess.

About ACS Webinars™
ACS Webinars™ is a free, weekly online event serving to connect ACS members and scientific
professionals with subject matter experts and global thought leaders in chemical sciences, management and business. The ACS Webinars are divided into several series that address topics of interest to the chemical and scientific community; these series include career development,
professional growth, small and medium business, green chemistry, and executive view. Each
webinar is 60 minutes in length, comprising a short presentation followed by Q&A with the
speaker. The live webinars are held on Thursdays (and on some Tuesdays on career topics) from
2-3 PM ET. Recordings of the webinars are available online and upcoming events are posted at
http://acswebinars.org/.

JANUARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
The Philadelphia Section, ACS, Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM on Thursday, January 19th in Makineni Room of the Chemistry Building (Room 260 in the
Cret Wing) at the University of Pennsylvania.
January 2012
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From
The
Chair
Rick Ewing
I re ally en joyed 2011 as the
International Year in Chemistry and especially enjoyed the
lo cal sec tion ac tiv i ties that
were planned and ex e cuted
by our past chair John
Tierney. The year 2011 was
for mally rec og nized by the
state with a Resolution passed
in October proclaiming 2011
as the year in chemistry.
The year-end event for the local sec tion was the Ullyot
Public Affairs Lectureship on
December 1st at the Chemical
Heritage Foundation. Thanks
to the gen er os ity and foresight of Dr. Glenn and Barbara Ullyot, the en dowed lecture con tin ues as a pre mier
event in the Section. There
were 155 peo ple in at tendance for the lec ture de livered by Dr. Mi chael Christman (pres ident and chief executive officer of Coriell Institute for Medical Research)
enti tled “Person alized Medicine and the Human Genome:
What Your Doc tor Should
Know About Your Genes.”
There was a lively ques tion
and an swer ses sion. It was
also a chance to meet the
Ullyot Scholar, Sarah Everts.
January 2012

More in for ma tion about the
event and a listing of previous
lec tur ers can be found at
http://www.chemheritage.org/
visit/events/awards/ullyot-pu
blic-affairs-lecture.aspx . The
2012 lec turer for the event
will be Paul Anastas. Great
venue, great lec turer, great
net work ing and great food.
Plan to at tend if you can in
fall 2012.
I am grate ful to be gin my
term as chair of the Philadelphia Section and I want to
welcome our new members to
the board, Mi chael Tunick
and Steven Fleming, and congratulate John (J.P.) Northrop
on his election to the position
of chair elect. I am very excited to work with them and
the rest of the board and
councilor members. Our next
meeting of the board is January 19 th at the Uni ver sity of
Penn syl va nia. The next big
event for the Section is the
an nual high school, undergrad, graduate poster session
at Tem ple on February 23 rd .
It should prove to be an exciting year for chemistry in Phila del phia with this year’s
national fall ACS meeting to
be held here from August 19th
to 23rd. I want to thank John
Tierney again for the enthusiasm and fun spirit that he
brought to the Section. I look
for ward to drawing from his
experience in 2012 and hopefully hear ing from members
on their thoughts about the
local section.

2011 ELECTION RESULTS

2012 Chair
William (Rick) Ewing
2012 Chair-Elect
John (J.P.) Northrop
2012-2013 Secretary
David Wolf
2011-2013 Directors
Melissa Betz Cichowicz
Victor Tortorelli
William Smith
Steven Fleming
Judith Summers-Gates
2012 Directors
Kathryn Lysko
Michael Tunick
2012-2014 Councilors
Melissa Cichowicz
Judith Currano
Georgia Arbuckle-Keil
Ella Davis
2012-14 Alternate Councilors
John Tierney
Douglas Hausner
Cassandra Burcham
Peter Wade
2012 Alternate Councilors
John Nikelly
Robert Gates
Mark Forman
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NEWS ATOMS
Jody Roberts was named director of the center for contemporary history and policy
at the Chemical Heritage
Foundation. He was former
manager of CHF’s environmental history and policy program.
Stuart Churchill, professor
emeritus of chemical and
biomolecular engineering at
the University of Pennsylvania, was honored with a
Festschrift in the August 2011
issue of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry Research
in honor of his 90th birthday.
DEATHS
Charles “Mike” Michel, retired executive formerly with
Arco, Feb ru ary 22, 2011 at
95. He joined Atlantic Refinery as a chem ist. Af ter service in the Navy in World
War II he re turned to Arco’s
em ployee re la tions de partment. He retired from Arco in
1977. He was past pres i dent
of the Phil a del phia Sur vey
Group, a per son nel ad min istration organization. He was a
for mer trustee and pres i dent
of the alumni as so ci a tion of
Worcester Polytechnic Institute.
James J. Bohning, professor
emer i tus of Wilkes Uni versity, September 2nd at 77. He
taught at Wilkes from 1959 to
January 2012

1990 and chaired both the
chem is try and the en vi ronmen tal sci ence de part ments.
From 1990 to 1995 he directed
the oral history program at the
Chem i cal Her i tage Foun dation. He was an emer i tus
member of ACS and served as
archivist of the ACS di vi sion
of the history of chemistry.
Wil liam A. Ackerman, retired chemical engineer, October 2 nd at 94. Fol low ing
mil i tary ser vice in WWII in
antiaircraft artillery he joined
Sun Oil Co. as a refinery engineer, retiring in 1982.
Richard P. Barbor, chemical
en gi neer with Sun Oil, Oc tober 17th at 81. He retired from
Sun’s re search and de vel opment division in 1986 after 32
years ser vice. He was a client
co or di nator and tech ni cal assis tant to the R&D di rec tor.
He served as a first lieutenant
in the infantry during the Korean War and was dec o rated
with a num ber of hon ors including the Purple Heart.
Jo seph A. Marlino, Sr., retired sci en tist with GlaxoSmithKline, Oc to ber 17 th at
91. He served in the Navy in
WWII and helped run a landing craft on the first day of the
in va sion of Oki nawa. Af ter
graduating from Temple University School of Pharmacy he
taught chem is try there from
1947 to 1954. He joined
GlaxoSmithKline in 1954 and
worked in pharmacy development in clud ing time-re lease
pellets. He then became a pat-

ent agent and retired from the
firm as senior patent administra tor in 1989. Marlino was
past pres i dent of the Tem ple
Alumni As so ci a tion and in
1990 re ceived the as so ci ation’s F. Eugene Dixon, Jr. inspiration award.
An thony Potts, Jr., re tired
chem i cal en gi neer and at torney, Oc to ber 24 th at 85. He
worked at Sun Co. as a patent
at tor ney from 1968 to 1982.
He was past vice pres ident of
the Up per Prov i dence Township Tricentennial Committee.
An avid gardener, he had several articles on gardening published in the New York Times.
Miguel Ficher, re search
chem ist and mu si cian, November 3rd at 89. He was born
in Ar gen tina and earned his
degrees there. He brought his
fam ily to the United States
where he was en gaged in research for several hospitals includ ing Al bert Ein stein, St.
Chris to pher’s, East ern Pennsyl va nia Psy chi at ric In sti tute
and Thomas Jefferson University Hospital. At Jefferson he
conducted research in endocrinol ogy, re tir ing in 1987. He
was an accomplished violinist
and pub lished a bio graph i cal
dic tio nary of Latin Amer i can
clas si cal com pos ers. From
2005 to 2009 he was president
of the Mary Lou ise Curtis
branch of the Settlement Music School in Philadelphia.
William E. Garwood, retired
chemist and inventor, November 14 th at 92. He joined
Page 6
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Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. (later
Standard Oil and then Mobil)
in 1942. Following service in
the Philip pines as a Navy radio man he returned to Paulsboro, NJ where he was engaged in cat a lytic re search.
He was involved with the development of Mobil One synthetic oil and held over 100
patents. Garwood co-authored

a text on shape-se lec tive and en joyed fly ing them for
catalysts.
15 years.
Sam uel E. Walker, re tired
DuPont executive, November
17 th at 92. He had a 43-year
career with DuPont where he
served as a chem ist, pro duction manager, and later as produc tion di rec tor and R&D
di rec tor. At age 65 he purchased several Cessna planes

ACS OFFERS SPECIAL BENEFITS
FOR UNEMPLOYED MEMBERS
During these tough economic times it is more important than ever to belong to the American
Chemical Society. Unemployed members can tap into a host of valuable benefits and services that
help them get back in the workforce. And, members in good standing may qualify for an unemployed member dues waiver, allowing them to renew their memberships and keep their member
benefits at no cost. Contact ACS at service@acs.org, (800) 333-9511 or (614) 447-3776 for complete details.
Other valuable benefits that help unemployed ACS members get back in the workforce include:
· Free registration at ACS National Meetings and greatly reduced registration fees at
Regional Meetings. Many meetings offer ACS Career Fairs with on-site interviews.
· Special discounts for ACS/Harvard online courses, ACS ProSpectives and Short Courses,
and the ACS Leadership Development System.
· Membership in the ACS Network, your online resource to connect and communicate with
friends, colleagues, and potential employers.
· Free Guidance from ACS Career Consultants – ACS mentors offer resume reviews, job
search strategies, and interview tips that make you stand out from the rest.
· Free access to InterviewStream, an online tool that will sharpen your interview skills
·

Members-only access to the ACS Salary comparator.

·

And more!

Contact ACS customer service today at service@acs.org, (800) 333-9511 or (614) 447-3776 and
let us know how we can help.
January 2012
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The 21st Annual
Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN PRECOLLEGE TEACHING
The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society will honor two
outstanding science teachers from the Delaware Valley with its Awards for
Excellence in Pre-College Science Teaching. One award will be given to a fulltime educator involved in teaching science in grades K-8. The second award will
be given to a full-time educator at the secondary level (grades 9-12) who teaches
chemistry. Nominees must teach in the Philadelphia Section's geographic area
(Philadelphia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, Bucks, Burlington and Camden
counties).
Nominations for 2012 will be accepted until Thursday, March 1, 2012. The
nomination package should consist of a letter of nomination, the nominee's resume
and at least two letters of recommendation. Other supporting information, such as
students' comments, is welcome. However, the total nomination package should
not exceed 30 pages. The nomination package may be emailed to
PhilaACS@aol.com or a copy of the nomination materials may be mailed to:
Mr. John P. Northrop
Chair, Awards Committee
Philadelphia Section, ACS
Department of Chemistry
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323
For more information, please contact the Philadelphia Section, ACS office:
phone (215) 382-1589 or email: PhilaACS@aol.com
Award recipients will be honored at our May 2012 Section meeting with a
certificate and an honorarium.
January 2012
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The 10th Annual
Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING IN CHEMICAL SCIENCES
The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society will honor an outstanding undergraduate teacher
from the Delaware Valley with its Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching in Chemical Sciences.
The award will be given to a full-time educator involved in teaching an undergraduate course in the chemical
sciences (chemistry, biochemistry). Nominees must teach in an institution that is within the Philadelphia
Section's geographic area (Philadelphia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, Bucks, Burlington and Camden
counties).
Nominations for 2012 will be accepted until Thursday, March 1, 2012. The nomination should consist of a
letter of nomination, the nominee's resume and at least two letters of recommendation. Other supporting
information, such as students' comments, is welcome. However, the total nomination package should not
exceed 30 pages. The nomination package may be emailed to PhilaACS@aol.com or the nomination package
may be mailed to:
Mr. John P. Northrop
Chair, Awards Committee
Philadelphia Section, ACS
Department of Chemistry
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323
For more information, please contact the Philadelphia Section, ACS office:
phone (215) 382-1589 or email: philaACS@aol.com
The award recipient will be honored at our May 2012 Section meeting with an honorarium and a plaque.

January 2012
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th

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING
Thursday, October 20, 2011
University of Pennsylvania
Makineni Room
Chemistry Building, 34th and
Spruce Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19104

The meeting was called to order
at 4:05 PM by Chair Tierney.
Di rec tors in At ten dance: J.
Tierney, R. Ew ing, D.
Cichowicz, M. Cichowicz, D.
Cook, E. Davis, A. DeMasi, D.
Hausner, K. Lu ther, M.
Matthews, J.P. Northrop, C.
Palmer, W. Smith, T. Straub, S.
Miller.
Excused: J. Summers-Gates, K.
Lysko, K. Shaginaw, D. Thomas
and V. Tortorelli.
Also: E. Harper, K. Lammers, J.
Martino.
A mo tion to ap prove the Septem ber min utes was made (D.
Cichowicz) and sec onded (A.
DeMasi). The mo tion passed
with two abstentions.
COMMITTEES REPORTS:
Ca reer Ser vices: Chair J.P.
Northrop re ported that the career work shop sched uled for
October 21st had approximately
20 peo ple reg istered for the series of talks at the La Salle
Metroplex in Plym outh Meeting. J. Martino reported that the
net work ing event at the Irish
Pub had 10 people in attendance
and was very suc cess ful. Another networking event is being
planned for January 2012 to be
held in a suburban Philadelphia

January 2012

lo ca tion. A. DeMasi, Chair
Cor po ra tion As so ci ates (CA),
sent a let ter to Lee Lattimer,
Chair LSAC, stat ing that CA
will offer grants of up to $1000
to support career focused activities. DeMasi sug gested that
Northrop send a let ter to
DeMasi describing an upcoming
career event and requesting support from CA. The agenda for
the up com ing work shop is
posted on the Sec tion Website
and in the Catalyst.
Northrop and oth ers have had
re quests for speak ers at High
Schools and other K-12 venues.
Northrop would like to start a
Speakers’ Bureau and requested
help. R. Ew ing has also been
ap proached by a high school
student to identify a speaker. E.
Harper reminded us that $1000
had been do nated to res ur rect
the Section’s Speakers’ Bureau.
D. Cichowicz said he was not
aware of this and therefore there
was noth ing in the bud get. A
lively discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons of speaking at school venues and career
day activ ities. J. Tierney mentioned that his ex pe rience with
his own children’s schools was
so suc cess ful that it be came
onerous after a while. D. Cook
men tioned that most schools
look for speakers for career day
and that it doesn’t have to be
too elab o rate. W. Smith suggested that the best speakers he
has found are graduates from
the school. S. Miller suggested
dividing the list into categories:
those who speak to chem is try
stu dents, those who speak to
K-12 au di ences, oth ers. A.
DeMasi offered the caveat to be

mind ful that the speaker does
not have “an agenda.”
Younger Chemists: Kristin reported that the event planned for
October 19th at Drexel was canceled be cause the speaker’s
flight from Canada was delayed.
They took the speaker to dinner
at the Sheraton and he spoke on
October 20th at Temple. Drexel
con tacts were up set with the
can cel la tion on such short notice. Kristin was ad vised to
email D. Cichowicz to dis cuss
costs and ex pense re im bursement.
YCC wants to ad ver tise in the
Cat a lyst. Chris tie McGuiness
from Dow has of fered to support a YCC event at the ACS
Na tional Meet ing in Phil a delphia in 2012.
YCC wants to help with the
April Sci ence Fes ti val, the
poster ses sion at Tem ple and
sponsor a science café.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
Chair Tierney an nounced that
the No vem ber Meet ing, the
Ullyot Lectureship, will be held
at CHF on De cem ber 1 st .
Tierney sug gested that the Novem ber Board of Di rec tors’
meeting be held November 17th
at the Fairmount Boat Club with
beer and pizza and an in for mal
dis cus sion of the phys ics of
row ing. Ev ery one liked the
idea, however, there were many
con flicts for that date. Sev eral
Di rec tors would not be able to
attend a Section Board of Directors meeting on November 17th.
The de ci sion was made not to
have the event then, but to host
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a later meeting at the Fairmount
Boat Club.
J. Tierney dis trib uted two versions of the revised bylaws. V1
is the 1996 document with modest re vi sions in track changes.
V2 has more sub stan tive
changes. R. Ew ing and D.
Cichowicz vol un teered to help
J. Tierney wordsmith and finalize the revised bylaws.
The December board meeting is
sched uled for De cem ber 8 th at
the Wil liam Penn Inn if it is
available.
Chair-Elect Ewing: No report.
Secretary Lysko: No report.
Treasurer D.Cichowicz is waiting for refund from National for

January 2012

Coun cil Affairs. In 2012 there
is an an tic i pated de crease in
Catalyst ad revenue. However,
the Catalyst expenses are significantly less now that it is being
dis trib uted elec tron i cally. J.
Tierney asked if members were
dis en fran chised by the electronic version of the Catalyst as
had been suggested before making the de cision to dis con tinue
the print version. M. Matthews
said there was no way to know
and for that matter there was no
way to know who read the print
version. Less than 1000 people
clicked on the PDF. There were
32 hits on Oc to ber 4 th and 24
hits on Oct 5 th for the Ca reer
Workshop.
D. Cook moved and S. Miller
seconded a motion to accept the

Treasurer’s report. The motion
passed unanimously.
OTHER BUSINESS:
T. Straub re ported on the Section elec tion pro cess. The ballot has been created, the voters
list has been re ceived, and one
bio graph i cal sketch is needed.
As re quested by National, the
vote tally will be kept for one
year. Everything is ready to go.
E. Harper or dered the post
cards.
The December 10th Chem Demo
meeting will be held at La Salle.
DC. Cook moved to ad journ
the meet ing. Mo tion passed
unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 4:58 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
D. Cook for Secretary K. Lysko.
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MARM 2012
Chemistry on the Chesapeake

May 31- June 2, 2012
UMBC, Baltimore MD
Sponsored by
Maryland Section of the American Chemical Society

Featuring
Remsen Award Recipient

Dr. Daniel G. Nocera
Henry Dreyfus Professor of Energy and Professor of Chemistry
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Symposium Topics
Chemistry of Renewable Energy
Environmental Chemistry of Water, Air, and Soil
Food and Sensory Chemistry
Nanotechnology: Materials and Environmental, Health, and Safety
Advances in Separations and Characterization of Biologicals
Fluorescent Molecules for Imaging and Measurements
Metabolic Engineering of Microorganisms
Chemistry of Medicine
Forensics
Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM)
Co-Organizers: Paul Smith, 410-455-2519, pjsmith@umbc.edu; Stephanie Watson, 301-975-6448, stephanie.watson@nist.gov
Program Chairs: Brad Arnold, 410-455-2503, barnold@umbc.edu; Ken Cole, 301-975-2169, Kenneth.cole@nist.gov

ACS Webinars™
CLICK * WATCH * LEARN * DISCUSS
Learn more and register at www.acswebinars.org
Featured Events – January 2012
Thursday, January 19, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
Toast the New Year with Champagne Chemistry
Should an old acquaintance be forgotten? Of course not! So let us welcome back Dr. Susan
Ebeler, of the University of California, Davis, as she returns to discuss the chemistry behind
the fizz and flavor of your favorite celebratory drink. This is guaranteed to be a bubbly
discussion you won’t want to miss!
Speaker: Dr. Susan Ebeler, University of California, Davis

Thursday January 26, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
EXTREME CHEMISTRY: Chemistry Stinks! And How Nature Uses These Noxious Chemicals
“Chemistry stinks!” is heard muttered under the breath of chemistry students everywhere.
The griping students are right. The chemical compounds responsible for the highly
odoriferous spray of the striped skunk were not successfully identified (or frequently studied)
until recent decades. What can we learn from “skunk musk” and how nature uses these
noxious chemicals? You might be surprised. Join Dr. William Wood, of Humboldt State
University, for a pungent discussion that will penetrate your mind (and not your nose)!
Speaker: Dr. William Wood, Humboldt State University

the Catalyst

CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK
JANUARY 11, 2012 JOINT MEETING WITH
PHILADELPHIA SECTION IEEE CONSULTANTS NETWORK (CONET)
Visit the CCN web page at www.chemconsultants.org
Visit the IEEE CONET web page at www.phila-ieee-consultants.org

Date & Location: Wednesday, January 11, at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA
Time: Networking, 5:30 PM; Dinner, 6:30 PM; Talk and Business Session, 7:30 PM
Topic & Speaker

Five Elements of Consulting Success

James Chan, Ph.D., will share his 29 years of experiences in running an international marketing
consulting practice specialized in promoting American-made products and services to China and
Asia. He will address the five elements of long-term consulting success based on his experiences and
those of his fellow professional consultants. These elements are (1) self-confidence, (2) focus, (3)
bonding, (4) integrity, and (5) ascription.
James Chan is president of Asia Marketing and Management (AMM), a Philadelphia-based practice
that he founded in 1983. He is the author of the book, Spare Room Tycoon, a book on the human
side of running a business on one’s own.
Location: The Cynwyd Club, 332 Trevor Lane, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004. From I-76 drive S on City
Line Ave. (US Rte. 1). Turn right on Conshohocken State Rd. (Rte. 23); stay in right lane. After
second light watch for white left-turn arrows painted on street (about 0.14 mi/750 ft). Do not follow
Rte. 23 left at turn but instead go straight ahead onto Llandrillo Rd. (passing to right of Valley Press
printing). In one block bear left onto Trevor Lane at stop sign. Clubhouse and parking are on the left.
Please park in lot if space is available; otherwise park on Trevor Lane. If lost, call the club at 610667-4524, ext. 2. MAP
Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner reservation, e-mail CCNReservations@aol.com or call the
ACS office at (215) 382-1589 (leave message if necessary). Please let us know whether you are
responding to a CCN or CONET notification. Fee, including food and beverages (wine, beer and
sodas), is $25 if reserved by Thursday, Jan 5th, $35 afterwards. Late reservations and walk-ins
subject to availability. Payment is due at the door. No-shows will be invoiced. Please state any
special food requirements. There is no charge for talk only; registration is suggested using contact
information above.
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AMERICAN CHEMISTRY COUNCIL LAUNCHES
FLAGSHIP BLOG
The American Chemistry Council (ACC) has announced the launch of a new flagship blog,
American Chemistry Matters at http://www.americanchemistry.com. The blog provides an interactive space where ACC can highlight and respond to news coverage and discuss relevant
policy issues and their effect on innovation, competitiveness, job creation and safety. The blog
will also reg u larly fea ture in no va tive con tri bu tions to so ci ety made by the busi ness of
chemistry.
“American Chemistry Matters will provide our members, news media, policymakers and the
public an online forum to discuss critical issues facing our industry and our country,” said Cal
Dooley, ACC President and CEO. “As stakeholders increasingly turn to the internet for information, it’s important that the central role of chemistry in our economy and in making modern
life possible be part of the conversation.”
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Help the Philadelphia Local Section Younger Chemists Committee
plan a symposium at the Fall 2012 National Meeting and Exposition
held in Philadelphia.
Volunteers Needed!!
Symposium Organizer:
~20-30 hours to identify volunteers for the other positions, define the symposium topic with the planning team,
and ensure volunteers have all the resources they need. They will also work with National YCC to get any help
they need. Ideally, it is not the job of the symposium organizer to do any of the other positions.

Financial Organizer:
~10-12 hours to keep the records of all money received and spent. They would deal with the actual transfer of
money including paying for speaker accommodations and travel with received funds. If necessary, they may
also be asked to help apply for funding grants.
Speaker Organizers:
2-4 people; 8-20 hours to identify, contact and coordinate with speakers. Most of this can be done through
email. Will involve working with Financial Organizers to be sure funds are available to invite speakers. When
possible, it is generally best to invite speakers with short travel distances to minimize funding requirements.
The speaker organizers will also be responsible for determining the final symposium schedule and working
with speakers and financial organizer to provide speaker accommodations and travel arrangements. This will
include working with speakers to make sure they can speak at a given time. Plan for a full day of speakers. I
usually find that asking one "extra" speaker to come is a good plan because someone always has to cancel
last minute!
Event Planner:
~5 hours to coordinate with ACS Event Staff to reserve a room of appropriate size and location and ensure
technical equipment is reserved and working. Other smaller roles may also be delegated to this volunteer as
they are willing to accept responsibility.
Publicist:
~5-15 hours to develop a flyer to be used in publicizing the event. The time to make the flyer will vary greatly
depending on the individual. Emailing local section members and coordinating with National YCC to get the
word out will also be important.
Please contact either: Christie McInnis at cmcinnis@chem.wisc.edu or Kristin Lammers at
Kdlammers@gmail.com if interested.
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*To be selected by the Board of Directors for the year 2012.
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Impossible Crystals, Quasicrystals: Nobel Prize
in Chemistry, 2011
Leopold May
The Catholic University of America
Washington, DC
Quasicrystals, that sup pos edly did not ex ist, were dis cov ered by Dan iel Shechtman of the
Technicon Institute of Haifa, Israel. Examining the electron diffraction pattern of a rapidly solidified alloy of aluminum and manganese on April 8, 1982, he found that the atoms were not
packed in symmetrical patterns that were repeated periodically in the crystal as was found with
crystals previously. He had prepared the first quasicrystal. Aperiodic mosaics that are found in
medieval Islamic mosaics of the Alhambra Palace in Spain and the Darb-I-Imam Shrine in Iran
help to understand the appearance of quasicrystals at the atomic level. The patterns are regular
but never re peat themselves. In the course of de fend ing this very con tro ver sial dis cov ery,
Shechtman was asked to leave his research group. As more examples of quasicrystals were
found in the lab o ra tory and in min eral sam ples from a Rus sian river, the con cept of
quasicrystals was ac cepted lead ing to award ing of the 2011 No bel Prize in Chem is try to
Shechtman for the discovery of quasicrystals.

January Historical Events In Chemistry
January 1, 1852

by Leopold May
EugJne A. Demarçay, who was born on this date, discovered europium from
samarium magnesium nitrate in 1901 and gave spectroscopic proof of the
discovery of radium. He did vacuum studies of volatility and low temperatures followed by high temperature spark spectra.

January 4, 1891

Henry H. Dow prepared bromine from brine on this date.

January 7, 1794

Eihardt Mitscherlich, who did research on crystalline structure, catalysis, and
benzene and its derivatives, was born on this date. He also discovered
isomorphism.

January 9, 1868

Sören P. L. Sörensen, who was born on this date, is known as the “Father of
pH.” He did research on proteins, amino acids, and enzymes.

January 10, 1923

Chemical and Engineering News was started on this day as the bimonthly
News Edition of Industrial and Engineering News. It was changed to CE&N
in 1942 and became weekly on January 6, 1947.
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January 11, 1875

Frederick M. Becket, an inventor in electrochemistry and electrometallurgy,
was born on this date. He received more than 100 patents covering a wide
range of electric furnace and chemical products, notably ferro-alloys, calcium carbide, and special chromium steels.

January 12, 1912

Konrad E. Bloch, who was born on this date, was a researcher on cholesterol
and fatty acid metabolism. He shared the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1964 with Feodor Lynen for their discoveries concerning the mechanism and regulation of the cholesterol and fatty acid metabolism.

January 13, 1780

Pierre J. Robiquet, who discovered asparagine with Nicolas-Louis
Vauquelin, was born on this date. He also measured the codeine content of
opium.

January 15, 1784

Henry Cavendish presented the quantitative composition of water before the
Royal Society on this date.

January 17, 1706

Benjamin Franklin, who was born on this date, was a researcher in electricity, an inventor, a statesman, and described marsh gas to Priestley.

January 18, 1861

Hans Goldschmidt, who discovered the alumino-thermite process
(Goldschmidt Process) in 1893 and patented it in 1895, was born on this
date. He was interested in producing very pure metals by avoiding the use of
carbon in smelting but realized its value in welding.

January 22, 1936

Alan J. Heeger, who was born on this date, shared the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2000 with Alan G. MacDiarmid and Hidaki Shirakawa for their discovery and development of conductive polymers.

January 23, 1929

John C. Polanyi shared the Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Dudley R.
Hershbach and Yuan T. Leefor their contributions concerning the dynamics
of chemical elementary processes. He was born on this date and is a researcher using infrared chemiluminescence to follow excited reaction products. He was born on this date.

January 27, 1865

August F. Kekulé presented his benzene structure to Société Chimique, Paris
on his date.

January 31, 1881

Irving Langmuir, who was born on this day, did research on surface chemistry for which he received the Nobel Prize in 1932 for his discoveries and investigations in surface chemistry. He introduced gas-filled tungsten lamps
and the use of atomic hydrogen blowpipe for welding. He and Gilbert N.
Lewis evolved the electronic theory.
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ACS Webinars™
CLICK * WATCH * LEARN * DISCUSS
Learn more and register at www.acswebinars.org
Featured Events – February 2012
Thursday, February 2, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
Write Well and Prosper – Science Writing Tips
Live long and prosper” was easy for Captain Spock, but as a non‐Vulcan, you have limited
control over your longevity. Besides, the Vulcan salute is really hard. One thing you can
control is your writing! For the scientist, technical writing skills are vital and polishing
those skills will heighten the level of your work at any career stage.
Speaker: Dr. Kristin Sainani, Stanford University

Thursday February 9, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
Is Love in the Air? Human Pheromones and Axillary Chemistry
He was a brilliant science nerd. She was the model of beauty and perfection. Now more
than ever, he was acutely aware that he needed chemistry… Sound like a familiar
Valentine’s Day scene? What attracts us to each other and what is the role of smell in
human communication?
Speaker: Dr. George Preti, Monell Chemical Senses Center

Thursday February 16, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
Top Five Chemistry Tips for the Kitchen
Do you really believe “you are what you eat?” As a chemist, we think you ought to let
who you are to transform what you eat! Trade your lab coat for an apron and bring
your skills from the bench to the table for chemistry that is downright delicious! Knead,
melt, marinate or sauté your way into this webinar to learn the top five tips that no
chemist should enter the kitchen without!
Speaker: Dr. Guy Crosby, America’s Test Kitchen

Thursday February 23, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST
EXTREME CHEMISTRY: Secret Science of Movie Stunts and Special Effects
“Lights, camera, action!” Why can’t getting kids interested in science be as easy as getting
them to watch an action‐packed movie? Maybe it can be… From working with Tom Cruise
to Tom Hanks to a recent action movie about an orphaned Columbian assassin (not played
by a Tom), Steve Wolf knows movie stunts and special effects. His other passion is using his
knowledge of science to make learning fun and interesting for students. You may also learn
a few secrets behind movie stunts and special effects. Lights, camera… chemistry!
Speaker: Steve Wolf, Science in the Movies

the Catalyst
PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS
2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date
Monday, January 9

Wednesday, January 11

Thursday, January 12

Event
Delaware Valley Mass Spectroscopy Discussion Group:
Prof. Kevin Shug, University of Texas, Arlington
Natural Products/Drug Discovery
Chemical Consultants Network joint with IEEE: James
Chan Five Elements of Consulting Success

Thursday, January 12

The Joseph Priestley Society: Raj Gupta, New
Mountain Capital: Renewal and Transformation: The
J.T. Baker/Avantor Story
AIChE: Energy from Waste Facility Tour

Thursday, January 19

Board of Directors Meeting only

Tuesday, January 24

Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley: Open
Forum: Separations Question and Answer Session

Thursday, January 26

Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club: Jake Janey,
Bristol Meyers Squibb Development of a Biocatalytic
Manufacturing Process for Januvia®
Student Poster Session

Thursday, February 23

Thursday, March 15

The Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture: William H. Miller,
University of California, Berkeley

Thursday, April 19

Undergraduate Awards

Saturday, April 21

PAGES™ Program (Philadelphia Area Girls Enjoying
Science)

Locations
Villanova University
Villanova, PA
http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/
The Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd,
PA
www.chemconsultants.org
Chemical Heritage Foundation
Philadelphia, PA
www.chemheritage.org
Covanta Plymouth Renewable
Energy
Conshohocken, PA
http://aiche-philadelphia.org/
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org
D’Ignazio’s Towne House
Media, PA
http://www.cfdv.org/
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
http://www.pocclub.org/
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA
http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org
TBA

Thursday, May 17

Teaching Awards

Chestnut Hill College
Philadelphia, PA
http://www.pagesprogram.org./
TBA

Thursday, June 21

Fifty-Year Luncheon

TBA

ACS Spring National Meeting
March 25-29, 2012
San Diego, CA
43rd MARM
Chemistry on the Chesapeake
May 31 – June 2, 2012
University of Maryland, Baltimore
ACS Fall National Meeting
August 19-23, 2012
Philadelphia, PA
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