the Catalyst
Official publication of the Philadelphia Section, ACS

May 2011

http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org/

Volume 96, No. 5

HIGHLIGHTS

Children participating in the Science Carnival on
Ben Franklin Parkway in April

Chair's Column

101

Section on LinkedIn

104

2011 MARM

106

Focus on Section
Members

109

Science Carnival

110

2011 Calendar

119

ADVANCE NOTICE
JUNE MEETING
Thursday, June 16, 2011
June Luncheon Meeting
Honoring our 50-year Members
Dr. Thomas Tritton, President, Chemical Heritage Foundation
Marshalton Inn, West Chester, PA
See the June issue of the Catalyst for details,
call the Section Office at (215) 382-1589 or email PhilaACS@aol.com.

the Catalyst

ACS Philadelphia Section
Founded April 15, 1899

CONTENTS

STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Robin S. Davis
EDITORS
News Atoms: Alan Warren
Proof Editors: Georgia Arbuckle-Keil
Marge Matthews
Alan Warren
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Vince Gale

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Chair: Marge Matthews
Anthony W. Addison
Georgia Arbuckle-Keil
Robin S. Davis
Vince Gale
Robert Gates
Kendra Luther
Judy Summers-Gates
Victor Tortorelli
Alan Warren

June Advance Notice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Chair's Column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
News Atoms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102
May Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103
Philadelphia Section on LinkedIn . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Chemical Consultants Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105
2011 Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting . . . . . . . . 106
Why Chemistry Matters to Nobel Laureates . . . . 107
2011 Electronic Election Notice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Book Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108
Focus on Section Members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Science Carnival on the Parkway . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Scholastic Achievement Award Winners . . . . . . . 112
March 2011 Board Meeting Minutes . . . . . . . . . . 113
Scholastic Achievement Award Winners Photo . . 115
Historical Events in Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
Directory of Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118
2011 Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Published monthly except July, August and December by the Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society. All views expressed are those of the editors and contributors and do not
necessarily represent the official position of the Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical
Society. Editorial matters should be sent to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief c/o the Philadelphia Section ACS, Department of Chemistry, University of Pennsylvania, 231 South 34th Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6323 or philcatalyst@aol.com.
Advertising: Vince Gale, MBO Services, P.O. Box 1150, Marshfield, MA 02050
phone: (781) 837-0424; email: cust-svc@mboservices.net.
May 2011

Page 100

the Catalyst
From
The
Chair
John Tierney
The an nual un der grad u ate
stu dent awards event was
held in April. It is al ways
good to honor and recognize
the best and brightest chemistry and chemical engineering
stu dents in the Phil a del phia
re gion. It is also at these
events that mentoring re lation ships are ce mented between students and faculty.
It was a long time ago when I
think back to my gradu ation
year, and I do not re mem ber
being recog nized as the best
or brightest at the time either,
but I do re mem ber many
teach ers and pro fes sors who
had (and who con tinue to
have) a positive influence on
me as I have pro gressed
through my career as a chemist. I have re flected on their
influence over the years and I
would like to name a number
of them. So, if you will indulge me, I would like to use
this forum to recognize those
in di vid u als who kept me
study ing chem is try and
helped me main tain a fas cina tion with this sub ject that
binds us all.
My ear li est memory of having an ongoing chemistry disMay 2011

cussion with a teacher was in
high school with Mr. Ron
Weatherhead. He was a
chem is try teacher at my
school, but he was not my
chem is try teacher. He was
my “form mas ter” (read
homeroom teacher here). The
class was beginning the topic
of organic chem is try for the
‘A level’ exams, and he heard
a group of us talk ing about
memorizing organic reactions
– the next day he pre sented
each of us with a copy of
Sykes’ 2 nd edi tion of A
Guidebook to Mech a nism in
Organic Chem is try. Even
though he was not my chemistry teacher, he went the extra mile and started a
discussion on reaction mecha nisms that cer tainly made
more sense than the way the
cur ric u lum dic tated organic
chemistry be taught. Moving
on to Read ing Uni ver sity, I
came un der the guid ance of
Professor Andrew Gilbert. It
was with him that I was exposed to un der grad u ate research with a photochemistry
project. The project involved
trapping a triene intermediate
that had been proposed in the
‘photolytic rearrangement of
isothiochroman-4-one.’ At
the Hat field Polythechnic
(now the University of Hertford shire) I com pleted my
mas ter’s de gree with Dr.
Barry Lee and Dr. Rich ard
Ellam. With these in di vid uals, my in ter est in creased in
mechanistic organic chemis-

try. I had fun syn the siz ing
heterocyclic mol e cules and
following their rate formation
using kinetic techniques. After a brief hiatus from studying, I came to Phil a del phia,
and it was at Tem ple that I
had the pleasure of work ing
with Professor David Dalton
and Dr. Mike Haugh. I am
not sure how much of a pleasure Mike found me, because
he left Tem ple af ter a year
and moved to California for a
job with Kai ser Alu mi num.
Dave Dalton suffered through
my pres ence at Tem ple and
we have re mained firmly in
touch since my grad u a tion,
much to his dismay.
In all se ri ous ness I am indebted to each of the aforemen tioned in di vid u als. One
common trait displayed by all
of these peo ple was a sense
of hu mor and a high de gree
of patience.
Recently, I at tended the section’s Undergraduate Student
Awards event and I was very
impressed, as always, by the
achieve ments and ca reer
goals that these “soon to be”
graduates announce that they
have when they receive their
awards. The eve ning cer emony was capped by a lively
panel discussion. The panelists were Kristen Lammers
(chair of local YCC and gradu ate stu dent at Tem ple Univer sity), Doug Hausner
(pres ently a fac ulty member
at Rutgers Cam den), John
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Northrop (Anton Paar USA)
and Shawn Phillips (soon to
be grad u ate of Drexel University School of Medicine).
As you can see, the panelists
were from a wide range of
chemistry interests and their
ex per tise was put to the test
by many ques tions from the
awardees. Hopefully the session al layed any fears and
trepidation that the awardees
might have about the new adventures that lie before them,
post-grad u a tion. Even af ter
the for mal ques tion and answer session ended, many of
the awardees came up to ask
ad di tional ques tions of the
pan el ists. A num ber of the
par ents ac com pa ny ing their
sons and daughters indicated
that they, too, learned new
things from the session, so by
that measure the session was
a success.
In May, we have the teaching
awards cer e mony, an other
celebratory occasion.

May 2011

NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren
Deaths
Karl F. Ockert, retired from Rohm and Haas, August 19, 2010
at 85. He was a past member of the ACS Governing Board for
Publishing.
Francis E. Reese, Jr., retired Monsanto executive, November
5th at 91. He was a former vice president and managing director
of Monsanto, following which he became a consultant. He was
a member of ACS for over 65 years.
Muni M. Staum, radiologic chemist, November 5th at 89. He
was a former assistant professor of radiological science at the
University of Pennsylvania.
James A. Parente, retired chemical engineer, March 4, 2011 at
88. He worked in sales for 20 years with Keene Corp., a chemical and filtration equipment firm. He then established an engineering consulting firm, J.A. Parente Associates. In retirement
he tutored math in public schools and was an ecumenical minister at St. Thomas of Villanova Church.
Howard C. Zell, retired research chemist, March 12th at 89. He
worked for Publicker Industries and then joined Merck, Sharp,
and Dohme Research Laboratories in 1948, and then moved in
1965 to Ethicon, Inc. In 1974 he became a reviewing chemist
with the Food and Drug Administration and was later named a
Branch Chief. Following retirement from FDA in 1987 he
joined Marsam Pharmaceuticals as director of regulatory affairs.

Interested in Working for ACS?
We are draw ing up the slate of can di dates for the fall 2011
election. Specifically, there are openings for chair-elect, secretary, directors, and councilors. The chair-elect has several respon si bil i ties, in clud ing chair ing the Sec tion awards and
program committees during the first year of the term and running the Sec tion dur ing the sec ond year. The sec re tary is
mainly responsible for taking the minutes at board meetings.
Directors form the governance of the local section and meet
monthly September-June. Councilors represent the section at
ACS national meetings.
If you would like to run, please get in touch with Judy Summers-Gates
(ju dith.sum mers-gates@fda.hhs.gov
or
gatesr@att.net) or Libby Harper (PhilaACS@aol.com or (215)
382-1589).
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MAY MEETING
THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION, AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY
presents the
THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING TEACHING OF
CHEMISTRY IN GRADES 9-12
and
THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING IN CHEMICAL SCIENCES
Thursday, May 19, 2011
6:00 PM
The Irish Pub
1123 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Dinner cost: $20; Students with reservations and ID: $10
RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Harper at the Section Office, (215) 382-1589, or emailing
PhilaACS@aol.com by 5:00 PM Thursday, May 12th. Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be accepted after
NOON on Tuesday, May 17th. UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED.
PARKING is available at 12th and Walnut Streets, Parkway Corp (Allright Parking http://www.parkwaycorp.com/find/location.asp?location=05651). There are three entrances: Sansom Street
west of 12th St., 12th St. between Sansom and Walnut Sts. and Walnut St. west of 12th St. Open 24/7.
The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM at the Irish Pub.
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Philadelphia Section ACS Group on LinkedIn
As many members of ACS are already aware, the website LinkedIn (http://www.linkedin.com)
is an excellent networking site dedicated to keeping working professionals in touch with one another. As a result, and in an effort to assist in any way that we can, the Philadelphia Section of
the ACS has established a group open for all to join. Within this group, discussions can be facilitated as well as the opportunity for new jobs and internships to be posted.
If you already have a profile in LinkedIn, feel free to go to the Groups Section and search for
“American Chemical Society - Philadelphia Section.” Send a message to the group administrator to become a member. If you are not already on LinkedIn, we highly recommend that you
join. Establishing an account is free and easy to set up. For additional information or assistance, please feel free to contact J.P. Northrop, Liaison Committee, at
john.northrop@anton-paar.com
To join, please click on the following link:
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=3366988
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK
IEEE PHILADELPHIA CONSULTANTS NETWORK (CONET)
MAY 11, 2011 JOINT MEETING
Visit the CCN web page at www.chemconsultants.org
Visit the IEEE CONET web page at www.phila-ieee-consultants.org
Date & Time: Wednesday, May 11th, at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA; Networking, 5:30 PM;
Dinner, 6:30 PM; Talk and Business Session, 7:30 PM.

Literature-Based Consulting (No Lab Required)
Dr. Kathryn Bullock
Abstract: Literature-based consulting requires a strong knowledge of your field and its literature, but very little
capital investment. Good reading, writing, typing, creative problem solving skills and access to an on-line
computer are the foundation required to build a consulting business. Clients have diverse needs, and include
attorneys, business leaders and entrepreneurs, editorial staffs of scientific publications, government
contractors, inventors, marketing professionals and scientists/engineers with limited experience in the
consultant’s field. This talk will cover potential clients, examples of literature consulting, and methods for
getting access to information.
Biography: Dr. Kathryn Bullock is an electrochemist with a Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from Northwestern
University. She worked in industry developing batteries and other electrochemical power sources and applying
them in electrical systems for 30+ years. In 2003, she formed her consulting company, Coolohm, Inc., and has
since worked on a wide variety of projects. She also teaches a graduate course on electrochemical power
sources at Villanova University and an IEEE short course on fuel cells. She represents the Electrochemical
Society on the Heritage Council of the Chemical Heritage Foundation in Philadelphia and last year served on
the National Academy of Sciences Committee to review the FreedomCAR and Fuel Partnership.
Location: The Cynwyd Club, 332 Trevor Lane, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004. From I-76, drive south on City Line
Ave. (US Rte. 1). Turn right on Conshohocken State Rd. (Rte. 23); stay in right lane. After the second light
watch for white left-turn arrows painted on street (about 0.14 mile). Do not follow Rte. 23 left at turn but instead
go straight ahead onto Llandrillo Rd. (passing to the right of Valley Press printing). After one block, bear left
onto Trevor Lane at stop sign. Clubhouse and parking are on the left. Please park in lot if space is available;
otherwise park on Trevor Lane. If lost, call the club at 610-667-4524, ext. 2. MAP
Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner reservation, e-mail CCNReservations@aol.com or call the ACS
office at 215-382-1589 (leave message if necessary). Please let us know whether you are responding to a
CCN or CONET notification. Fee, including food and beverages (wine, beer & sodas), is $25 if reserved by
Thursday, May 5, $35 afterwards. Late reservations and walk-ins subject to availability. Payment is due at the
door. No-shows will be invoiced. Please state any special food requirements. There is no charge for talk only;
registration is suggested using contact information above.
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MARM 2011 – May 21-24

You are cordially invited to participate in MARM 2011.
The Chemical Society of Washington Section of the American Chemical Society will host the 42nd
Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM 2011) on the campus of the University of Maryland in
College Park, MD from Saturday, May 21st to Tuesday, May 24th.
This meeting will feature national and international leaders in the chemical sciences and will include a
broad selection of exciting and informative symposia. Visit www.marmacs.org for more details.
There will be an entire day dedicated to Science Education. Career Development and Career
Opportunities are high priorities.
Keynote speakers include Eric Wachsman and Clifton Barry.
To register visit our website: www.marmacs.org
Be part of this special event with speakers from industry, education and government at a variety of
TECHNICAL AND POSTER SESSIONS.
Email: contacts@marmacs.org
General Chair: Mike Doyle
Program Chair: Phil DeShong
Treasurer: Carl Womack
Exhibits Chair: Dolores Jackson
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WHY CHEMISTRY MATTERS TO NOBEL LAUREATES
In celebration of the International Year of Chemistry 2011, Nobel Media, the company managing
the Nobel Prize media portfolio, has produced a series of four, short educational videos
(http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/chemistry/chemistry_matters.html) capturing 16 Nobel Laureates’ opinions on why chemistry matters. They discuss the frontiers of the field, what the life
of a chemist entails, the beauty inherent in the ‘queen of the sciences’ and the thrilling and sometimes lonely moments that accompany discoveries. Designed for all students considering a career in chemistry, the videos are available on Nobelprize.org (http://nobelprize.org/), the official
web site of the Nobel Prize.
In the video “Chemistry Matters: Beyond the Textbook,” Nobel Laureates describe chemistry as
a multifaceted field that ranges beyond what you learn in school to encompass all that lies
around us. As this subject touches our daily lives and transforms our material world, the Laureates provide examples of the practical applications of chemistry.
(http://nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/index.php?id=1465)
In their reflections on the life of a chemist in another of the videos, Nobel Laureates describe the
collaborative spirit that exists among their research colleagues and students and crosses international boundaries. As expressed by Nobel Laureate Peter Agre, living a scientist’s life of adventure is a lot like being Huck Finn. (http://nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/index.php?id=1466)
In the video about those rare eureka moments in science, Nobel Laureates provide their formula
for success: a bit of luck, combined with a ready acceptance of frustration and failures, and an
unyielding persistence. (http://nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/index.php?id=1468)
From molecules to equations, and from ideas to experiments, the beauty of chemistry strikes Nobel Laureates in many ways, as the video entitled simply “Beauty” reveals.
(http://nobelprize.org/mediaplayer/index.php?id=1467)
The videos are free of charge for downloads and are supported by the Camille and Henry
Dreyfus Special Grant Program in the Chemical Sciences.

HEADS-UP: ELECTION 2011
This fall we will hold an electronic election again. Please make sure that
your email address is up-to-date with ACS national. Paper ballots will be
available on request. Early this summer we will be sending out postcards
with the details to those with no ACS email and those with bounced email
addresses.
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BOOK REVIEW—Alan Warren
The Ultimate Scam by William R. Turner. 118 pages, 6 by 9 inches, card covers, self-published,
2009. ISBN 13: 9781439230718, Available from Amazon.com, $14.99 plus shipping.
This book is not a chemistry text but was written by a Philadelphia Section ACS member who
served on the Section’s investment board. His book came out just after the economic meltdown of
2008. He mentions scams that occur every day such as identity theft, fake prize contests, election
fraud, claim padding, and mortgage fraud among others. However, the main thesis of his book is
the ultimate scam caused by government officials that results in the costs of borrowing money by
overspending, and the invisible cost reflected in devalued currency.
Turner reviews the history of currency valuation in the United States over the past 200 years—going off the gold standard, inflation, the mounting costs of war and social entitlement programs,
creation of the Federal Reserve, and many other factors. The result is the constant and gradual devaluation of earnings, savings, CDs, retirement benefit accounts, investments, mutual funds, and
insurance policies.
(continued on page 109)
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While Social Security was established to benefit citizens, politicians (i.e., scammers) raided those
funds for other purposes, so that the system appears to be running out of money. The decade of
1970-1980 saw double-digit inflation and the dollar lost half its value. Introduction of the cost of
living adjustment (COLA) contributed to the inflation.
Using a number of examples, the author shows the loss of money over time no matter how money
is saved: placing it under the mattress, savings accounts and CDs, corporate and municipal bonds,
US Treasury bonds, insurance policies, real estate, antiques and collectibles, and social security.
The effects of taxes and inflation reduce their value, not increase it.
The scammers are our elected officials and certain officials in the Federal Reserve System. The
scam is fed by their decision to spend, borrow, and tax. The banking industry contributes to the
scam through its policies on lending depositors’ funds. A separate chapter reviews the history of
the Federal Reserve and how its actions contribute to the ultimate scam.
The US Government Accounting Office (GAO) is supposed to be the fiscal watchdog. Despite
their warnings the government continues its overspending programs. Our election process fuels
the ultimate scam as political candidates seek reelection by providing financial benefits to voters.
These have to be paid for by borrowing funds and raising taxes.
Citizens encourage the scamming process since they are used to it. They want gifts and benefits,
loans are easier to pay back with inflated dollars, they don’t like to pay taxes, and they have
adopted the policy of “buy now, pay later.”
The author recognizes that solutions to the problems are difficult. They would require changes to
the operation of the Federal Reserve, to break Congress’s habit of borrowing and overspending,
and forming grass roots organizations to demand that Congress work to a balanced budget. Only
then will the strength of the dollar be restored.
Focus on Section Members – James Falcone, William Golton, David Cichowicz,
Victor Tortorelli and Cheryl Martin – by the Chair
So far the spotlight on “power contributors” to the Section’s operation has been on individuals.
This time it is a on a group. So what is it that this group has done you might ask? Each person in
the group, consisting of James Falcone, William Golton, David Chicowicz, Victor Tortorelli and
Cheryl Martin, have contributed, in one degree or another, to stabilizing the financial picture for
the Section. You may or may not know that recent changes in government legislation required
that the National ACS could no longer hold and invest monies on behalf of the local sections. The
National ACS had been playing this role for quite a few years. The aforementioned group of individuals, led by Jim Falcone, has taken charge of the Section’s investments and is overseeing and
managing the investments prudently. I will conclude by saying that Jim and his group have positioned the Section well, so far, as the returns have moved in the right direction. I would like the
Section to know that its investments are in good hands.
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The Franklin Institute’s Science Carnival on the
Parkway
As part of the ongoing International Year of Chemistry celebration, the Section participated in the
first Franklin Institute’s Science Carnival, on Saturday, April 16th. The day was overcast and
threatening rain from 8:00 AM on. There was a potential, the day before, that the event would be
canceled or moved inside. Neither of those considerations came to fruition. Luckily, the rain held
off until around 2:00 PM. The Section’s booth featured “lather painting.” We had hundreds of
people of all ages stop by and paint with shaving cream and food coloring. Yes, it was messy but
everyone had fun and each participant was able to leave with their artwork. Many teachers
stopped by the booth, and the volunteers happily explained the science behind the process. When
the rains finally came, the booth continued to operate. The Franklin Institute decided to close the
event early because of the weather. However, we continued to operate even in the rain and word
did not get to us that the event had been closed for quite some time after the official announcement. We had fun even in the rain.
Many thanks to those individuals who volunteered on the day; without them the event would not
have been the success that it was. The volunteers were Kristin Lammers, Amber Riendeau, Doug
Hausner, Bill Smith and his students from Bristol High School. The success of the event is clear
from the photos that follow.

The actual painting process.
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People stopping by the booth.
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Bill Smith and his students.

Busy at work.
May 2011
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SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNERS, 2011
Arcadia University

Ashley Hubal

Delaware Valley College

Jennifer Cornbower

Drexel University (Chemistry)

Brian P. Leung

Eastern University

Chelsea Kreiter

Haverford College

Alissa M. Aron

Immaculata University

Kristen Constantine

La Salle University

Shane F. Kendra

Rosemont College

Merlyn Mathew

Rutgers, The State University (Camden)

Eric David Hernandez

St. Joseph's University

Sean Vilanova

Swarthmore College

Patrick E. Hartnett

Temple University

JingXin Liang

University of Pennsylvania (Chemistry)

Terren Niethamer

University of Pennsylvania (Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering)

Spencer Glantz

University of the Sciences
in Philadelphia

Sarah Janssen
Angelica Johnson

Chemistry:
Biochemistry:

Ursinus College

Kathryn Margaret Maselli

Villanova University (Chemistry)

Sarah R. Pattison

Villanova University (Chemical Engineering)

Nicole Perrelli

West Chester University

Mackenzie Lauro
Zachary Voras
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629th BOARD OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Thursday, March 17, 2011
Makineni Room, University of
Pennsylvania
34

th

and Spruce Streets

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Pres ent: J. Tierney, R. Ew ing,
K. Lysko, D.Cichowicz, D.
Cook, E. Davis, A. DeMasi, D.
Hausner, M. Matthews, S.
Miller, J.P. Northrop, C. Palmer,
K. Thrush Shaginaw, W. Smith,
T. Straub, V. Tortorelli.
Also: L. Harper, C.J. Bruner,
and J.Crawford.
Excused: J. Summers-Gates, M.
Cichowicz, K.Yoder Lu ther, D.
Thomas.
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Shel don Miller for mak ing the
ar range ments at Chest nut Hill
College and providing the venue
free of charge. J.P. Northrop
There were no minutes from the thanked his company for providNo vember meeting to ap prove. ing the refreshments.
Min utes from the Feb ru ary
meeting were approved with an The par tic i pants felt we should
ad di tion of Ogan Kumova, a host more career workshops. D.
graduate student at USP, who is Hausner mentioned that there are
webinars on interviewing and rechair-elect of the YCC.
sume writing and we could point
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
them to the Na tional ACS
Career Services: J.P. Northrop website through the Catalyst and
reported on the successful career pro vide a syn op sis of the workwork shop which was given shops. J.P. Northrop and C.J.
Wednes day, March 2, 2011 at Bruner will try to set up some
Chest nut Hill Col lege. The networking events. K. Shaginaw
speak ers were well re ceived men tioned that other or ga ni zabased on the eval u a tions from tions such as the WCC also host
the participants. A report will be networking events.
circulated. J.P. Northrop thanked
The meeting was called to order
by Chair man J. Tierney at 4:00
PM.
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Council Affairs: Anne DeMasi
re ported that eight coun cil ors
and three al ter nate coun cil ors
will be go ing to the Na tional
ACS meet ing in An a heim, CA
on March 30, 2011. A pre-council meet ing was held Fri day
March 4, 2011 from 10 to 11
AM. Anne will take care of writing up what oc curs at the National meeting.
OFFICERS' REPORTS:
Chair: J. Tierney brought a
number of items to the meeting.
1. The Ullyot lec ture will be
held on De cem ber 1, 2011. He
sug gested that we should have
our No vem ber meet ing on the
third Thurs day (No vem ber,
17 th ), with a so cial and the December meeting on the 15th.
2. The Frank lin In stitute Carnival will be held on April 16 th
from 10 AM- 4 PM. It will cost
$300 to have a tent, ta ble and
chairs set up. We will also need
volun teers, and money for supplies for the demonstrations and
a banner. V. Tortorelli suggested
that we use part of the money in
the bud get from the Sci ence
Café, line #4130, for this expense as it meets the spirit of the
Sci ence Café ob jec tives. D.
Cichowicz agreed. A mo tion
was made, seconded and unanimously ap proved to use these
funds for the car ni val. It was
suggested that D. Hausner speak
with the YCC to ob tain additional volunteers.
3. MARM will give five awards:

May 2011

Stan ley C. Is rael Re gional
Award for Advancing Diversity
in the Chem i cal Sci ences; The
E. Emmet Reid Award in Chemistry Teaching at Small Colleges
in the Mid At lan tic Re gion;
The Award for Ex cel lence in
High School Teach ing; The E.
Ann Nalley Regional Award for
Vol un teer Ser vice to the ACS;
and the 2011 Student Awards of
the Chro ma tog ra phy Fo rum of
Delaware Valley.

that she would be nom i nat ing
Dr. James Murray from Immaculata University. It was decided to
wait and see con cern ing a
re-nomi na tion of a former high
school winner.
The spirit of the award is for a
chem is try teacher at a smaller
col lege or univer sity. The 2010
undergraduate award was given
to a professor at Penn.

R. Ewing will be at the National
ACS meeting. He will go to the
Dis cus sion fol lowed: Do we ACS Ex hi bi tion Cen ter at the
have anyone to nominate for the Meet ing Booth to get in for maE. Emmet Reid award? V. tion on the na tional meet ing to
Tortorelli suggested nominating be held here in 2112.
pre vi ous sec tion win ners. Discus sion en sued about pre vi ous Sec re tary (K. Lysko): no
nominees and whether to nomi- report.
nate some one for the vol un teer Trea surer (Dave Cichowicz):
ser vice award. The Awards Report to come.
Com mit tee of this Section,
chaired by R. Ew ing, should OTHER BUSINESS:
han dle any nom i na tions to 1. A. DeMasi asked if the alterMARM. K.Lysko said she nate councilors had received the
would send a nomination packet yel low ad mis sion cards for the
for Dr. James Murray from ACS Coun cil Meet ing. The alImmaculata University.
ter nate coun cil ors that will be
A stu dent pro gram, Chem- serving are K. Lysko, W. Smith,
agination, will give awards at and E. Davis. She also asked for
MARM. Do we want our the councilors to send their ACS
Section to be involved? D. Cook National Meeting contact inforand V. Tortorelli said we were ma tion to her at her Chemtura
not given enough notice to par- email address.
ticipate in this event. It was de- 2. K. Shaginaw an nounced the
cided we would not participate.
April 9, 2011 PAGES™ event
Chair Elect: R. Ewing reported has Elizabeth Cho-Fertikh from
that Mi chael Christman will be NIH for a speaker. The event is
the Ullyot speaker on December com pletely filled with stu dents
and could use a few more
1, 2011.
volunteers.
R. Ewing said we need nominations for the Un dergrad u ate 3. E. Da vis rep re sented the
Teaching Award. K. Lysko said Section at the Del a ware Val ley
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Sci ence Coun cil Din ner at
which a high school student was
awarded $400 for win ning an
ac a demic ex cel lence com pletion. The student will attend U.
Penn. W. Smith also attended.

4. W. Smith is work ing to get
the di rec tor’s monthly meet ing
counted toward ACT 48 credits
for high school teach ers. It
might increase attendance.

national exam will be held at La
Salle Uni ver sity on April 16,
2011. Two stu dents per school
will be honored.

Meet ing was ad journed at 5:05
5. T. Straub announced that the PM by Chairman, J. Tierney.
Chemistry Olympiad, which is a Respectfully submitted,

Student Award Winners at the April Meeting
Front row, left to right: Shane Kendra, Chelsea Kreiter, Brian Leung, Sean Vilanova and Alissa
Aron. Rear, left to right: Ashley Hubal, Kathryn Maselli, Kristen Constantine, Terren Niethamer,
Jennifer Cornbower, JingXin Liang, Sarah Janssen and Angelica Johnson
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May Historical Events In Chemistry
by Leopold May
May 1, 1824

Alexander W. Williamson, who was a researcher on alcohols and ethers, was
born on this day. He was the first to suggest the intermediate compound theory of catalysis with Kay and synthesized ethylene glycol.

May 4, 1844

One of the inventors of Atwater-Rosa-Benedict respiration calorimeter,
Wilbur O. Atwater was born on this day. He established the first agricultural
experimental station in the United States at Wesleyan College and determined
the chemical composition and nutritive values of fish and animal tissues.

May 5, 1811

Two hundred years ago on this date John W. Draper was born. He was a pioneer in photography; improved on Daguerre’s process, and was the first ACS
president.

May 10, 1830

François M. Raoult, who was born on this day, discovered the law (Raoult’s
Law) that vapor pressure of a solution is proportional to the number of molecules per unit in the solution.

May 12, 1803

Justus von Liebig, who is known as the “Father of Agricultural Chemistry,"
was born on this day. He perfected methods for quantitative organic analysis,
divided foods into carbohydrates, fats, and protein, and invented the Liebig
condenser.

May 14, 1853

Gail Borden applied for a patent on commercial condensed milk on this date.

May 16, 1845

Ilya Ilyich Mechniko, discovered the phenomenon of phagocytosis, theory of
cellular immunity Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine (1908) with Paul
Ehrlich in recognition of their work on immunity.

May 17, 1836

One hundred and seventy-five years ago on this date, Joseph N. Lockyer was
born. In 1868, he discovered helium (He, 2) in the Sun. Pierre J.C. Janssen
simultaneously observed this.

May 18, 1889

Thomas Midgley, Jr., introduced tetraethyl lead as an anti-knock agent in gasoline; researcher on organic chlorofluorides as refrigerants.
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May 19, 1914

Max F. Perutz studied structure of hemoproteins using x-ray diffraction: Nobel Prize (1962) with John C. Kendrew for studies of the structure of globular
proteins.

May 21, 1936

Seventy-five years ago, Gûnter Blobel was born on this date. He received the
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1999 for discovery that proteins
have intrinsic signals that govern their transport and location in the cell.

May 22, 1927

George A. Olah, a researcher in carbocations and their role in chemical reactions of hydrocarbons, was born on this date. He received the Nobel Prize in
1994 for his contribution to carbocation chemistry.

May 24, 1686

Three hundred and twenty-five years ago on this date, Gabriel D. Fahrenheit
was born. He improved thermometers by using mercury (Hg, 80) in 1720 and
invented the Fahrenheit temperature scale.

May 29, 1781

Henri Braconnot, who was born on this date, isolated glucose from plant material such as sawdust, linen, or bark by boiling in acid. He also prepared
“xyloidine,” a precursor for plastics, by treating starch, sawdust, and cotton
with nitric acid.

Additional historical events can be found at Dr. May’s website,
http://faculty.cua_Hlt188259233_Hlt188259236_Hlt188259245_Hlt188259251.BM_1_BM_2_B
M_3_BM_4_edu/may/Che_Hlt223970489_Hlt223970490mBM_5_BM_6_istrycalendar.htm
.
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS
2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date

Event

Wednesday, May 4

Membrane Protein Symposium

Monday, May 9

Thursday, May 19

Delaware Valley Mass Spectrometry Discussion
Group: Professor Jack Henion, Advion:
Innovative Developments Which Broaden the
Role of Mass Spectrometry
Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley:
Introduction to High Performance Liquid
Chromatography Short Course
AIChE: Plant Tour of The Delaware County
Regional Water Quality Control Authority
(Delcora)
Chemical Consultants Network with IEEE
Consultants Network: Dr. Kathryn Bullock,
Coolohm, Inc.: Literature-Based Consulting (No
Lab Required)
Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley:
Modern Practice of Gas Chromatography Short
Course
Chromatography Forum: Jim Jorgenson, UNC
Chapel Hill: Capillary LC at Ultra High
Pressure
Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club: Student
Choice Lecture – Dr. Jennifer Love, University
of British Columbia: Developing Catalystic
Reactions One Step at a Time
Section Teaching Awards

Sunday, June 5-Thursday,
June 9

ACS Division of Organic Chemistry:
National Organic Symposium

Monday, June 13 Wednesday, June 15

Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley:
Advanced HPLC & Lab with Hands-on LC/MS
Short Course
Honoring our 50-Year Members
Dr. Thomas Tritton, President, Chemical
Heritage Foundation

Monday, May 9 Wednesday, May 11
Wednesday, May 11

Wednesday, May 11

Monday May 16 Wednesday, May 18
Tuesday, May 17

Thursday, May 19

Thursday, June 16

Locations
University of Delaware, Newark, DE
http://www.che.udel.edu/cobre/symposium.html
Villanova Conference Center
Villanova, PA
http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/
West Chester University
West Chester, PA
www.cfdv.org
Chester, PA
http://aiche-philadelphia.org
The Cynwyd Club
Bala Cynwyd, PA
www.chemconsultants.org
West Chester University
West Chester, PA
www.cfdv.org
D’Ignazio’s Towne House
Media, PA
http://www.cfdv.org
Chemistry Building
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
http://www.pocclub.org
Irish Pub, 1123 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ
http://www.nationalorganicsymposium.org
Ursinus College
Collegeville, PA
www.cfdv.org
Marshalton Inn
West Chester, PA

Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM), May 21-24, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
Fall National Meeting, August 28-September 1, Denver, CO
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