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John Tierney

From
The
Chair

Last night, May 19, 2011, the
Sec tion held the an nual teach -
ing awards cer e mony at the
Irish Pub at 12th and Wal nut
Streets—a dif fer ent lo ca tion
than usual—and what a pleas -
ant eve ning it was. The two re -
cip i ents were Chris tine Brandt
from the Wissahickon High
School for “The Phil a del phia
Sec tion Award for Out stand ing 
Teach ing of Chem is try in
Grades 9-12,” and James Mur-
ray of Immaculata Uni ver sity
for “The Phil a del phia Sec tion
Award for Out stand ing Ex cel -
lence in Un der grad u ate Teach -
ing in Chem i cal Sci ences.”
Rick Ew ing, Chair Elect of the
Section, was the mas ter of cer -
e mo nies for the event. 

Rick be gan the cer e mony by
call ing upon Anne Mc-
Donough to in tro duce Chris -
tine. Anne spoke highly of
Chris tine’s pro fes sion al ism,
dedication and how won der ful
Chris tine was as a col league.
Anne also spoke to Chris tine’s
in cred i ble ded i ca tion to her
stu dents. Af ter the in tro duc -
tion, Rick Ew ing pre sented
Ms. Brandt with the teach ing
award and then Chris tine spoke 
to the as sem bled group. It be -
came clear, very quickly, why

she was cho sen by the awards
com mit tee. Her pas sion for
chem is try, her love of teach ing 
and the pro fes sional sup port
shown by her hus band were
quite ev i dent in her re marks.
The high re gard in which she
is held by her col leagues was
also in ev i dence by their at ten -
dance at the meet ing to see her 
re ceive the award. 

Rick’s sec ond duty for the
eve ning was to in tro duce Dr.
Kathryn Lysko who gave a
brief, but de tailed in tro duc tion 
on Dr. Murray’s nom i na tion
for the award. Like Anne
McDonough’s in tro duc tion of
Chris tine Brandt, Dr. Lysko
in di cated the de gree of col le -
gi al ity Jim Murray has to his
col leagues and his ded i ca tion
to his stu dents. Two of Jim’s
stu dents were in at ten dance,
Kristen Constantine and An -
drew Wotjkielewicz, and they
were called upon—much to
their sur prise—to say a few
words about Dr. Murray. Lis -
ten ing to the in tro duc tions, it
was clear why the com mit tee
chose Dr. Murray for the
award. Af ter the in tro duc tions, 
Rick Ew ing pre sented Dr.
Murray with the Un der grad u -
ate Teach ing Award, and then
Jim made a few re marks. Dr.
Murray’s dy namic, ef fu sive
com ments ex hib ited the same
sort of pas sion to the sub ject
of chem is try and his stu dents
as Chris tine Brandt dis played
in her re marks.   

It was a won der ful eve ning
and I felt a great honor be ing

in the pres ence of these two ex -
cel lent ed u ca tors. 

Please join us at the Mar shal-
ton Inn for the June meet ing
where we will honor the
50-year Sec tion mem bers. We
will also be able to hear Dr.
Tom Tritton, Pres i dent and
CEO of the Chem i cal Her i tage
Foun da tion, talk about the
“Story of Chem is try.” 

ACS Na tional Chem is try
Olym piad

Con grat u la tions to Rich ard
Wang!  Rich ard is a stu dent of
chem is try teacher Hel ena Buzin 
at Cen tral Bucks South High
School.  A pre lim i nary writ ten
exam was sent to in ter ested
schools which led to the se lec -
tion of 25 stu dents that sat for
the na tional exam, an all day
three part exam in volv ing mul -
ti ple choice, prob lem solv ing
and a lab o ra tory prac ti cal.  Due
to his high scores on these ex -
ams, Rich ard was one of the 20
stu dents cho sen na tion wide to
at tend the Olym piad Study
Camp at the Air Force Acad -
emy in Col o rado in June, 2010. 
Al though not cho sen for the 4
mem ber US team which went
to the In ter na tional Chem is try
Olym piad in To kyo in July, his
ac com plish ments are still sig -
nif i cant.  In 2011 Rich ard, now
a se nior, has again qual i fied for
the Olym piad Study Camp.  We 
hope that this time, with more
ex pe ri ence, he will make the
team go ing to Tur key this sum -
mer to com pete for Gold, Sil ver 
and Bronze med als. 
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NEWS ATOMS
John Sneeringer has been
named ap pli ca tions and pro -
cess ad vi sor for Netzsch Pre -
mier Tech nol o gies. Prior to
Netzsch’s ac qui si tion of Pre -
mier Mill, Sneeringer had
served that firm as tech ni cal
sales rep re sen ta tive, lab o ra -
tory man ager, and tech ni cal
di rec tor.

Daeyeon Lee, as sis tant pro -
fes sor in the de part ment of
chem i cal and biomolecular
en gi neer ing at the Uni ver sity
of Penn syl va nia, re ceived a
Na tional Sci ence Foun da tion
CA REER award. The award
rec og nizes ju nior fac ulty who
ex em plify the role of teacher-
scholar through out stand ing
re search, ex cel lent ed u ca tion,
and the in te gra tion of ed u ca -
tion and re search.

DEATHS

Don ald F. Denny, chem i cal
en gi neer and re tired CEO,
March 15 th at 81. He was
chief chem ist of Denny,
Hilborn & Rosenbach, a paint 
man u fac tur ing com pany, and
later be came pres i dent of the
firm. Af ter it was sold to
Finnaren & Haley, Denny
con tin ued as vice pres i dent 
be fore leav ing to form a part -
ner ship that took over the
E.W. Kaufman Co. where he
served as CEO un til re tir ing
in 2002. He was an en thu si as -

tic scuba diver and loved the
shore where he was in volved
with sail ing and rac ing boats.

John C. Haas, re tired board
chair man of Rohm and Haas,
April 2nd at 92. The son of
com pany cofounder Otto
Haas, he be gan with the firm
as a pro cess en gi neer at
Bridesburg and later held
man age ment po si tions at two
of the com pany’s pro duc tion
fa cil i ties. He was named vice
pres i dent of per son nel and
then as sumed re spon si bil ity
also for pur chas ing and lo gis -
tics. He be came vice chair -
man of the board in 1959 and
chair man in 1974. He re tired
from the board in 1988. He
spent 50 years as an ad vo cate
for the Op por tu ni ties In dus tri -
al iza tion Cen ter.

In 1960 Haas was named
chair man of the Wil liam Penn 
Foun da tion that was formed
by his par ents. He led the
char i ta ble foun da tion for 32
years. He was past pres i dent
of the United Way of South -
east ern Penn syl va nia, di rec tor 
of the Chem i cal Her i tage
Foun da tion, trustee of the
Balch In sti tute for Eth nic
Stud ies, a trustee emer i tus of
MIT, and a mem ber of the
board of gov er nors of the
Tem ple Uni ver sity Health
Sys tem.

Ethel Plank Echternach
Bishop, re tired chem is try
teacher, April 11th at 100. She
taught chem is try at Harcum
Col lege, Moravian Womens’
Col lege, and Drew Uni ver sity. 
She was a 60-year mem ber of
the Amer i can Chem i cal So ci -
ety and the Amer i can As so ci -
a tion for the Ad vance ment of
Sci ence. She re tired from
teach ing in 1971 and be came
a staunch so cial, po lit i cal and
en vi ron men tal ac tiv ist. Or ga -
ni za tions that she sup ported
in cluded the Lehigh Con ser -
vancy, League of Women Vot -
ers, Na tional Or ga ni za tion of
Women, and Planned Par ent-
hood.

Nancy W. Pusey, re tired
chem ist and teacher, April 21st

at 81. She was em ployed by
Sharp and Dome and be came
as sis tant pro fes sor of chem is -
try at Spring Gar den Col lege
where she was rec og nized for
out stand ing fac ulty ser vice.

Note: News At oms seeks to
re port on peo ple in the field
of chem is try in the greater
Phil a del phia area. If you have 
news about new hires, sig nif i -
cant pro mo tions, hon ors and
awards, and those who have
re cently passed away, send it
by email to philcatalyst@aol.
com or by mail to the Phil a -
del phia Sec tion ACS. 
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JUNE MEETING 
 

The Philadelphia Section, American Chemical Society 
 
 

presents 
 
 

Dr. Thomas Tritton 
President and CEO, Chemical Heritage Foundation 

 
 

The Story of Chemistry from the 18th Century to Today:  
Great Names, Great Steps 

and 
 

Presentation of 2011 Fifty-year Member Certificates 
 

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
 

1:00 PM 
 

The Marshalton Inn 
1300 West Strasburg Road 
West Chester, PA  19382 

 
 

Luncheon at 12 noon 
 

Luncheon Cost $40 
 
LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Harper at the Section Office, 
(215) 382-1589, or emailing PhilaACS@aol.com by 5:00 PM Thursday, June 9th.  
Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be accepted after NOON Tuesday, June 14 th.  
UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  http://www.marshaltoninn.com/contact.html 
 
The Board of Directors will meet at 2:30 PM at the Marshalton Inn. 

the Catalyst 
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SPEAKER’S AB STRACT AND BI OG RA PHY
Dr. Thomas R. Tritton

Pres i dent and CEO,
Chem i cal Her i tage

Foun da tion

The Story of Chem is try
from the 18th Cen tury to

To day: Great Names,
Great Steps

Ab stract: Many pre sen ta tions 
for this In ter na tional Year of
Chem is try gath er ing will fo -
cus on the pres ent and the fu -
ture.  In this talk I will look to 
the past, with the im plicit un -
der stand ing that grap pling
with the past helps us to make 
sense of cur rent re al i ties.

The his tory of chem is try is
con tained in the sto ries of sci -
en tists and their dis cov er ies. 
Look ing back to the past three 
cen tu ries, I will high light the
10 key dis cov er ies—and the
in di vid u als who made them— 
that led to the for ma tion of

mod ern day chem is try.  The
chal lenge, of course, is to de -
cide who makes the top 10
and I ex pect to hear con sid er -
able de bate about the wis dom
(or lack thereof) of my
choices.  Such is the de light
for the life of the mind!

Bi og ra phy: Thomas R.
Tritton is pres i dent and CEO
of the Chem i cal Her i tage
Foun da tion, an or ga ni za tion
founded in Phil a del phia in
1982 as a li brary, mu seum,
and cen ter for schol ars.

Prior to CHF, Dr. Tritton
served as the 12th pres i dent of
Haverford Col lege.  His ac a -
demic field is can cer che mo -
ther apy and his work is
rep re sented in over 150
pub li ca tions.

Be fore Haverford, he was a
pro fes sor of Phar ma col ogy
for 12 years each at Yale Uni -
ver sity and the Uni ver sity of

Ver mont.  At UVM he also
served as Dep uty Di rec tor of
the Ver mont Com pre hen sive
Can cer Cen ter, and as Vice
Pro vost of the uni ver sity.

Dr. Tritton cur rently serves on 
the Boards of the Fox Chase
Can cer Cen ter, Ohio Wes -
leyan Uni ver sity, and the
Greater Phil a del phia Life Sci -
ences Con gress.  He is also a
mem ber of the Cor po ra tion of 
Haverford Col lege.

In 2007, be fore as sum ing the
CHF pres i dency, Tritton was
at Har vard Uni ver sity, where
he held the ti tle of “Pres i dent
in Res i dence” at the Grad u ate
School of Ed u ca tion.  He
worked with grad u ate stu -
dents in higher ed u ca tion,
wrote and taught about lead er -
ship and the col lege pres i -
dency, and also de signed a
new course on “So cial
Jus tice.”

In ter ested in Work ing for ACS?

We are draw ing up the slate of can di dates for the fall 2011 elec tion.  Spe cif i cally, there are
open ings for chair-elect, sec re tary, di rec tors, and coun cil ors.  The chair-elect has sev eral re spon -
si bil i ties, in clud ing chair ing the Sec tion awards and pro gram com mit tees dur ing the first year of 
the term and run ning the Sec tion dur ing the sec ond year.  The sec re tary is mainly re spon si ble
for tak ing the min utes at board meet ings.  Directors form the gov er nance of the lo cal sec tion
and meet monthly Sep tem ber-June.  Coun cil ors rep re sent the sec tion at ACS na tional meetings.  

If you would like to run, please get in touch with Judy Sum mers-Gates (ju dith.sum -
mers-gates@fda.hhs.gov or gatesr@att.net) or Libby Harper (PhilaACS@aol.com or (215)
382-1589).



June 2011 Page 127

  the Cat a lyst  

Phil a del phia Sec tion ACS Group on LinkedIn

As many mem bers of ACS are al ready aware, the website LinkedIn (http://www.linkedin.com)
is an ex cel lent net work ing site ded i cated to keep ing work ing pro fes sion als in touch with one an -
other.  As a re sult, and in an ef fort to as sist in any way that we can, the Phil a del phia Sec tion of
the ACS has es tab lished a group open for all to join.  Within this group, dis cus sions can be fa -
cil i tated as well as the op por tu nity for new jobs and in tern ships to be posted. 
If you al ready have a pro file in LinkedIn, feel free to go to the Groups Sec tion and search for
“Amer i can Chem i cal So ci ety - Phil a del phia Sec tion.”  Send a mes sage to the group ad min is tra -
tor to be come a mem ber.  If you are not al ready on LinkedIn, we highly rec om mend that you
join.  Es tab lish ing an ac count is free and easy to set up.  For ad di tional in for ma tion or as sis -
tance, please feel free to con tact J.P. Northrop, Li ai son Com mit tee, at
john.northrop@anton-paar.com

To join, please click on the fol low ing link: 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=3366988

http://www.linkedin.com
mailto:john.northrop@anton-paar.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=3366988
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HON OR ING OUR 50-YEAR MEMBERS
At our June Sec tion meet ing, we honor our 50-year mem bers, pre sent ing them with a cer tif i cate 
and lun cheon at the Marshalton Inn in rec og ni tion of their long and faith ful ser vice to the So ci -
ety.  Those be ing hon ored in clude the fol low ing:

JO SEPH CASSARELLA
My ex pe ri -
ence with
ACS started
with Dr. Jay
A. Young,
my P Chem
Pro fes sor at
King’s Col -
lege.  He in -
sisted all

Chem is try ma jors join.  I was
elected Pres i dent of the
Chem is try Club at King’s
Col lege un der the strict in flu -
ence of Dr. Young (i.e., field
trip to Stegmiers Brew ery ev -
ery four years).

My first job af ter grad u a tion
was with Kawecki Chem i cal
Com pany at a stag ger ing
$100/week sal ary.

The first as sign ment was an a -
lyz ing a metal they call Se le -
nium.  As the months went
by, the com pany pur chased an 
in stru ment that was called an
AA.  I de vel oped many meth -
ods for this type of anal y sis
in clud ing sug ges tions for up -
grad ing the in stru ment.

As the years went on, I was
trans ferred to the De vel op -
ment & En vi ron men tal Lab
and was in stru men tal in get -

ting the lab ac cred ited by the
AIHA.  I also set up pro ce -
dures for Be analysis.  Even -
tu ally, Kawecki Chem i cal
Com pany be came Kawecki
Berylium In dus tries which
then be came Cabot Cor po ra -
tion.  Dur ing this time, I was
re lo cated to the Re vere, PA
Plant as Lab and Pro duc tion
Man ager.  The Plants prod -
ucts were Cs and Rb salts, Te, 
& Ni and Fe Nb.

It was a very in ter est ing and
chal leng ing po si tion.  I re tired 
in 2002 af ter 41 years with
Cabot and pres ently en joy life 
with my wife and grand chil -
dren, and also do vol un tary
work at our Church and
School.

SALVATORE (SAL)
DIGIOVANNI

I re ceived
my ACS cer -
ti fied BS in
C h e m  i s  t r y
from St. Pe -
ters Col lege
in 1961.
C h e m  i s  t r y
was not my

fa vor ite sub ject un til I started
tak ing or ganic, phys i cal or -
ganic and ad vanced an a lyt i cal 

chem is try courses. By that
time it was al most time to
grad u ate and find a job. I was 
for tu nate to start work ing  for 
M&T Chem i cals in Rahway,
NJ as an an a lyt i cal chem ist
with em pha sis on phys i cal
mea sure ments but even tu ally
transitioning to the lat est IR,
UV tech niques and fi nally to
the up and com ing area of gas 
chro ma tog ra phy.  By the mid
1960s, I had the op por tu nity
to work with the lat est dual
col umn tem per a ture pro -
grammed units from F&M
Sci en tific Corp. (ac quired by
Hewlett Packard in 1965) on
a daily ba sis. This ex pe ri ence 
gave me the op por tu nity to
make my ma jor sci en tific
con tri bu tion as a co-au thor of 
an ar ti cle in An a lyt i cal
Chem is try (1966) in volv ing
the anal y sis of organotin
com pounds by gas chroma-
tography. 

More im por tantly, from a per -
sonal stand point, this ex pe ri -
ence gave me the op por tu nity 
to join Hewlett Packard in
1966 as a sales en gi neer to
sell their newly ac quired line
of F&M gas chromatographs. 
I have es pe cially fond mem o -
ries of work ing for HP at the
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time that Bill Hewlett and
Dave Packard were ac tively
in volved in its op er a tion. Af -
ter sell ing HP GCs and
GC/MS sys tems in the New
York/North Jer sey area for 10 
years, I was pro moted to Dis -
trict Sales Man ager for HP in
King of Prus sia, PA in 1975
and I re mained in sales man -
age ment un til I re tired from
HP in 1997. Shortly af ter -
wards I founded Digit
Twenty Inc. and have since
been in volved in technical
marketing and consulting.  

In ad di tion to spend ing win -
ters in Florida and sum mers
at the New Jer sey shore, I en -
joy golf ing, trav el ling and at -
tend ing grand chil dren’s
sport ing events.  Next year,
my wife Rose and I will cel e -
brate our 50th wed ding an ni -
ver sary. We have 4 chil dren
and 11 grand chil dren who all
re side within an hour of our
home in West Chester, PA.  

AL FRED HAHN, JR.
Al grad u -
ated from
B a y s i d e
High School 
in Long Is -
land, NY
and ac cepted 
a five-year

Cor nell Uni ver sity Na tional
schol ar ship in Chem i cal En -
gi neer ing. In the sum mer of

1955, he worked for Sun Oil
Com pany in Marcus Hook,
PA. Af ter grad u a tion, he
joined Sun in Pro cess De vel -
op ment. He was in volved in
the com mer cial iza tion of
poly propy lene, for Avisun,
and naph tha lene. He then was 
pro moted to R&D ad min is -
tra tion and eval u ated the eco -
nomic po ten tial of R&D
pro grams. In 1974, he joined
Getty Oil at the Del a ware
City Re fin ery in Re fin ery
Plan ning. He planned crude
oil ar riv als and heat ing oil
ship ments. Getty was pur -
chased by Tex aco, in 1984.
Later, Saudi Aramco be came
a co-owner. Prior to his re -
tire ment in 1996, he planned
the re fin ery ex pense bud get
and com pared ac tual ex -
penses. He has lived in
Middletown (Del a ware
County), PA since 1967. In
2006, he moved from his res -
i dence to a life-care com mu -
nity, where he now lives. He
has three adult chil dren and
three grand daugh ters. He has
sub scrip tions to the Phil a del -
phia Or ches tra (nine con -
certs) and the Del a ware
Thea tre (five plays). As a
point of in ter est, Al was
6’11” when he joined ACS!

Dr. Ron ald L. Keener
Dr. Keener
was born in 
P h i l  a  d e l  -
phia, PA,
and spent
most of his
chi ld hood
years grow -
ing up in

Vir ginia. He re ceived his BS
in Chem is try from Vir ginia
Poly tech nic In sti tute in 1962, 
and his MS and PhD in Or -
ganic Chem is try from the
Uni ver sity of Il li nois in 1964
and 1967, re spec tively.

Af ter grad u at ing from the
Uni ver sity of Il li nois, Dr.
Keener joined the Rohm and
Haas Chem i cal Com pany in
Phil a del phia in 1967 as a se -
nior re search chem ist. From
1967 to 1977 Dr. Keener held 
var i ous re search po si tions in
the Com pany’s Phil a del phia
area re search fa cil i ties. Dur -
ing this pe riod his re search
work led to the as sign ment of 
sev eral pat ents to the
Com pany.

From 1997 to 1980, Dr.
Keener served as a Pro cess
Safety Ad vi sor in the Com -
pany’s Cor po rate Health and
Safety (EHS) Di vi sion at the
Com pany’s down town Phil a -
del phia Head quar ters. From
1980 to 1987 he served as
Man ager of the Com pany’s
Reg u la tory Stan dards De part -
ment and from 1987 un til
2002 he served as the Com -
pany’s In ter na tional Reg u la -

  the Cat a lyst  
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tory Af fairs Man ager. Dur ing 
his reg u la tory af fairs as sign -
ments, he was very in volved
in both do mes tic and in ter na -
tional chem i cal trade as so ci a -
tion ac tiv i ties.

Fol low ing his re tire ment
from Rohm and Haas Com -
pany in 2002, Dr. Keener
con sulted for a short pe riod
of time on do mes tic and in -
ter na tional chem i cal reg u la -
tory re quire ments. He is now
fully re tired. In 2011 he still
en joys talk ing and vis it ing
with friends and col leagues,
at tend ing sports events, keep -
ing in shape at a lo cal gym
and trav el ing.

DR. PE TER E. MANNI
Co me d i an
Marty Al-
len said that 
“The best
time to buy
any thing is
last year.”
I’ve missed
many of

those “best times,” but pur su -
ing a ca reer in sci ence, par -
tic u larly chem is try, was
es pe cially sat is fy ing. 

The ap peal of sci ence led me
to take a com pet i tive exam
for place ment at New York’s
Stuyvesant High School.
Upon grad u a tion I en tered St. 
John’s Uni ver sity, re ceiv ing a 
BS in Phar macy. Post grad u -

ate stud ies in chem is try fol -
lowed; MS, Uni ver sity of
Rhode Is land, PhD, Uni ver -
sity of Mich i gan. An NIH
Post doc toral Fel low ship al -
lowed me to work with Carl
Djerassi in the De part ment 
of Chem is try, Stan ford Uni-
versity.

My first job as a chem ist was
at Liggett and Myers To -
bacco Co.,  iden ti fy ing  fla -
vorants and aromatics in
Turk ish to bacco. Next I
joined Purdue Uni ver sity,
Col lege of Phar macy to teach 
drug anal y sis and grad u ate
courses.  A ca reer in the phar -
ma ceu ti cal in dus try fol lowed, 
first at Pennwalt Cor po ra -
tion’s Phar ma ceu ti cal Di vi -
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sion and later at SmithKline
Beecham Corp. from which I
“re tired” as Vice Pres i dent of
Qual ity As sur ance. Six years
of con sult ing fol lowed.

My busi ness ca reer was ful -
fill ing, but my great est
sources of sat is fac tion have
been my wife of 38 years,
Rebecca, and my two sons. 
My spare time is taken up by
read ing, pho tog ra phy, travel
and house hold chores.

DR. ED WARD C.
MURRAY

Dr. Murray
earned a BS  
from Kear -
ney State
Col lege in
1952.  He
was em -
ployed as a

ju nior chem ist at the AEC
lab o ra tory at Iowa State Col -
lege where he worked on
open ing ores, sep a rat ing, and
pu ri fy ing ma te ri als.  He was
in volved in the use of sol vent 
ex trac tion, a tech nique em -
ployed to sep a rate met als. 
Dr. Murray en listed in the US 
Air Force in 1956 and was
sta tioned at the Aero nau ti cal
Re search Lab o ra tory at
Wright Patterson AFB, OH. 
While there he fo cused on the 
an a lyt i cal chem is try of ni o -
bium and tan ta lum with Dr.
Ross Moshier.  En cour aged
by col leagues he en rolled at

the Uni ver sity of Col o rado to
study un der Dr. R.N. Keller
(MS 1964, PhD 1968 each in
in or ganic chem is try). 

He was fur ther em ployed at
Amer i can Pot ash and
Kerr-McGee from 1968 to
1978 pre par ing ul tra high pu -
rity ma te ri als for soft glass
op ti cal fi ber re search at Bell
Lab o ra to ries, and TiO2 pig-
ments.  

Dr. Murray was elected sec re -
tary of the Oklahoma Sec tion
ACS in 1975 and was the
chair man elect in 1977.

He co-founded Murlin Chem -
i cal, Inc. in 1978.  To day he
is still ac tively pro duc ing cal -
cium phos phate mold re lease
agents.

DR. IVORY V. NEL SON
Ivory V.
Nel son is a
na tive of
Curtis, LA. 
He en tered
the United
States Air
Force af ter

grad u at ing from high school
where he at tained the rank of
staff ser geant work ing in
crypto anal y sis with top-se -
cret cryp to graphic clear ance.  
He re ceived his BS from
Grambling State Uni ver sity
(magna cum laude) and his
PhD in an a lyt i cal chem is try
from the Uni ver sity of Kan -
sas, Law rence with high de -
part men tal hon ors.  He has
en joyed a suc cess ful ac a -

demic ca reer that in cluded re -
ceiv ing the Fulbright
Lec ture ship, teach ing grad u -
ate and un der grad u ate chem -
is try, and serv ing as
de part ment head, as sis tant
dean of ac a demic af fairs, and
vice pres i dent for re search. 
His ca reer in the cor po rate
sec tor in cludes as sign ments
as a re search chem ist for both 
Un ion Car bide and Amer i can 
Oil Com pany.  He served six
years as chan cel lor of Al amo
Com mu nity Col lege Dis trict
in Texas, as act ing pres i dent
of Prai rie View A&M Uni -
ver sity, and three years as ex -
ec u tive as sis tant to the
chan cel lor of the Texas A&M 
Uni ver sity Sys tem.  He
served as pres i dent of Cen tral 
Wash ing ton Uni ver sity
(CWU) in Ellensburg, WA
for seven years.  The CWU
Foun da tion hon ored him by
es tab lish ing a $50,000 Ivory
V. Nel son en dowed Grad u ate
Fel low ship in Chem is try.  In
1999 Nel son be came Pres i -
dent of Lin coln Uni ver sity,
the na tion’s first de -
gree-grant ing HBCU, which
has ex pe ri enced un prec e -
dented trans for ma tion and ac -
a demic growth un der Dr.
Nel son’s lead er ship.  

Dr. Nel son has been in volved 
in nu mer ous pub lic ser vice
and pro fes sional ac tiv i ties,
in clud ing mem ber of the
Pres i dent’s Board of Ad vi -
sors on His tor i cally Black
Col leges and Uni ver si ties,
the Na tional As so ci a tion for
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Equal Op por tu nity in Higher
Ed u ca tion (NAFEO), the
NCAA Di vi sion III Pres i -
dents Coun cil, the Penn syl va -
nia As so ci a tion of Col leges
and Uni ver si ties, the Greater
Phil a del phia Cham ber of
Com merce Col lege and Uni -
ver sity Pres i dents Coun cil,
the Brandywine Val ley
YMCA Board of Di rec tors,
and the Un ion League of
Phil a del phia.  He is the re cip -
i ent of nu mer ous ac a demic
hon ors and civic awards in -
clud ing the Thurgood Mar -
shall Schol ar ship Fund
Ed u ca tion Lead er ship and
Ed u ca tional Ex cel lence
Awards, the Phil a del phia Tri -
bune’s Phil a del phia’s Most
In flu en tial Af ri can Amer i -
cans Award, Har lem Week
Guard ian of Our Leg acy
Award, The Delta Sigma
Theta Leg acy of Love Ed u ca -
tional Ex cel lence Award, and 
Miller’s Gal lery of Greats. 
He has authored nu mer ous
tech ni cal pub li ca tions, a
chap ter in one book and a
chap ter in a mono graph.  He
is listed among the world’s
top sci en tists in a book en ti -
tled, Dis tin guished Af ri can
Amer i can Sci en tists of the
20th Cen tury.  

DR. A. HIROTOSHI
NISHIKAWA

A l  f r e d
H i r o t o s h i
Nishikawa
is a na tive
of San Fran -
cisco and a
sansei (third 
gen er  a  t ion

Amer i can of Jap a nese an ces -
try).  Dur ing WWII as a four
year old, he and his fam ily
were sent to Poston, AZ con -
cen tra tion camp and in car cer -
ated for the du ra tion of the
war.  Af ter wards his fam ily
set tled in Gilroy, CA where
he fin ished high school and
be came in ter ested in pho tog -
ra phy and chem is try.

His chem is try teacher en -
cour aged him to study chem -
is try at UC-Berke ley where
he re ceived a BA in bio chem -
is try in 1960.  He com pleted
a PhD at Or e gon State Univ.
in Corvallis in 1965.

Af ter a post-doc at O.S.U.,
Hiro com mit ted ac a demic
her esy by join ing Xerox
Corporation's Web ster NY re -
search cen ter do ing enzymol- 
ogy.  He fol lowed his pas sion 
for phar ma ceu tics by join ing
Hoffmann-LaRoche in 1971.  
Dur ing the na scent biotech
era, Hiro worked on Roferon
for on col ogy.

In 1985 he was re cruited by
SmithKlineBeckman (now
GSK) as di rec tor of Pro tein
Bio chem is try in the newly
formed Biopharm R&D in

King of Prus sia, PA.  He
man aged pro jects in throm-
bolytics, ma laria vac cines,
monoclonal an ti bod ies
against auto-im mune dis -
eases, and oth ers.  Hiro re -
tired in 1998 as Group
Di rec tor.

In re tire ment, Hiro has been
in volved with ra cial jus tice
causes at his church and other 
re gional/na tional or ga ni za -
tions like Phil a del phia JACL
and PICC.  He has also vol -
un teered with Curtis In sti tute
of Mu sic, Asian Arts Ini tia -
tive, among oth ers.  This year 
he and wife Sumie cel e brate
their 50th wed ding an ni ver -
sary with their two chil dren
and three grand chil dren.

OTTO ZIEMANN
Af ter grad u -
at ing from
B r o o k  l y n
Poly tech nic
I n  s t i  t u t e
with an MS
in Chemical 
E n  g i  n e e r  -

ing, I be gan a ca reer path en -
tirely in the in dus trial plas tics 
and poly mer re search field. 
As group leader and pat ent
li ai son con duct ing R&D in
poly ure thane chem is try, I
was with Hud son Foam Cor -
po ra tion for 11 years.  I then
went to work for Kerr Man u -
fac tur ing Com pany where
my ef forts were cen tered on
poly mers for den tal ap pli ca -
tions.  I then joined Borden
Chem i cal in 1977, work ing
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ex ten sively in the area of
emul sion poly mer iza tion of
vi nyl ac e tate (VAc) and its
co pol y mers, even tu ally hold -
ing the po si tion of group
leader.  I su per vised a group
ded i cated to ex pand ing the
use of VAc for com mer cial
pur poses.  Some 10 years
later, upon pur chase of
Borden by Rohm & Haas, I
transitioned to their Spring-
house, PA fa cil i ties prin ci -
pally work ing on acrylic
emul sion sys tems for a va ri -
ety of in dus trial ad he sives
and coat ing ap pli ca tions.

Upon re tire ment I seem to
run out of time pur su ing a
wide range of cul tural in ter -
ests.  These ac tiv i ties in clude 
be com ing a stu dent art ist and 
vol un teer ser vice as a do cent
for the Phil a del phia Or ches -
tra work ing to bring the arts
to young chil dren in the
city’s schools.  Other in ter -
ests in clude travel, gar den -
ing, and car pen try, both
build ing and “fixing things.”

ALSO CEL E BRAT ING 50 YEARS
Louis Ash ton; Dr. John S. Babiec, Jr.; Thomas G. Brown; Dr.
Gary W. Ceska; Dominic R. Falgiatore; Dr. Her bert A. Fried -
man; Louis E. Good man; E. Da vid Hochberg; Dr. George J.
Maass; Dr. Rob ert F. Pasternack; Dr. Janis Plostnieks; An thony
Potts, Jr.; Don ald C. Ruddy. 

CEL E BRAT ING 60 YEARS  
Dr. Guenter R. Ackermann; Wil liam J. Barnhurst; Ed ward J.
Bartoszek; Mar ga ret A. Carroll; Dr. Wil liam L. Ev ans; Dr. 
Don ald L. Felley; Dr. Eu gene Gar field; Dr. Elinor M. Glauser;
Dr. John C. Godfrey; Dr. Roger K. Gra ham; Jesse H. Green, Jr.; 
Dr. Dan iel H. Greenberg; Dr. Al bert H. Greer; Dr. Ar thur J.
Haltner; George L. Matlack; Dr. Frank J. Modic; Alex Post; Dr.
Charles Shambelan; Frank lin M. Shannahan; Charles S. Stokes; 
Dr. The o dore S. Sulkowski, Dr. Rob ert Winn Walker; N. Bruce
Weir; Dr. Lewis B. Weisfeld.

VA CA TION ING IN ALASKA THIS
SUM MER?

If you will be in Fair banks, An chor age, or
Ju neau and you would like to give a re -
search sem i nar at the Uni ver sity of Alaska,
please con tact Bill Howard by email
(wahoward@alaska.edu) or by tele phone
(907-474-6019).  Al though the Alaska Lo cal 
Sec tion can not pro vide any fund ing for
these sum mer sem i nars, we can pro vide a
sem i nar room and an au di ence at one of our
U. A. branches!

HEADS-UP:  ELEC TION 2011

This fall we will hold an elec tronic elec tion again.  Please make sure that
your email ad dress is up-to-date with ACS na tional.  Pa per bal lots will be
avail able on re quest.  Early this sum mer we will be send ing out post cards
with the de tails to those with no ACS email and those with bounced email
ad dresses.
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Fo cus on a Sec tion Mem ber C.J. Bruner – by the Chair

Carol Jean Bruner has been a long-time, ded i cated mem ber of the
Sec tion. She has in the past, and again this year, taken on the du ties
of set ting up and or ga niz ing the lo ca tion of the monthly meet ings.
These meet ing lo ca tions change from month to month, and she has
to deal with dif fer ent peo ple at each lo ca tion in or der to en sure the
event runs smoothly. I would like to pub licly thank C.J. for her ded -
i ca tion and for “pull ing off” the monthly meet ing ar range ments so
well. 
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK 

JUNE 8, 2011 MEETING 
 

Visit the CCN web page at www.chemconsultants.org 
 
Date & Location:  Wednesday, June 8, at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA 
Time:  Networking, 5:30 PM; Buffet, 6:15 PM; Forum and Business Session, 7:30 PM 
 

AAANNNNNNUUUAAALLL   OOOPPPEEENNN   FFFOOORRRUUUMMM   
AL FRESCO BUFFET 

SPOUSES WELCOME!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program:  As in the past, we will informally exchange questions and experiences relating to our 
activities as independent chemical consultants or our interest in becoming consultants. This gathering 
has been one of our most popular and enjoyable events, so don’t miss it! 
 

  
Location: The Cynwyd Club, 332 Trevor Lane, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004. From I-76 drive S on City 
Line Ave. (US Rte. 1). Turn right on Conshohocken State Rd. (Rte. 23); stay in right lane. After 
second light watch for white left-turn arrows painted on street (about .14 mi/750 ft). Do not follow Rte. 
23 left at turn but instead go straight ahead onto Llandrillo Rd. (passing to right of Valley Press 
printing). In one block bear left onto Trevor Lane at stop sign. Clubhouse and parking are on the left. 
Please park in lot if space is available; otherwise park on Trevor Lane.  If lost, call the club at 610-
667-4524, ext. 2. MAP 
 

Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner reservation, e-mail CCNReservations@aol.com or call the 
ACS office at 215-382-1589 (leave message on voicemail if necessary). Fee, including food and 
beverages (wine, beer & sodas), is $25 for individuals or $40 per couple. Reservation deadline is 
Thursday, June 2. DRESS IS CASUAL. Late reservations and walk-ins subject to availability.  No-
shows will be invoiced. Dietary restrictions accommodated on a limited basis. There is no charge for 
Forum only, but registration is suggested using contact information above.   

 

the Catalyst 
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June His tor i cal Events in Chem is try
by Leopold May

June 1, 1936 Sev enty-five years ago in 1936, the pa per “Elec tric Mo ments of Mol e cules in
Liq uids” by Lars Onsager, pub lished in the Jour nal of the Amer i can Chem i cal 
So ci ety (1936, 58, 1486-1493), was re ceived on this day.   

June 2, 1787 Nils G. Sefstrom, one of the dis cover ers of va na dium (V, 23) in 1830, was
born on this day.

June 3, 1873 Sev enty-five years ago in 1936, Otto Loewi shared the No bel Prize in Phys i -
ol ogy or Med i cine with Henry H. Dale for their dis cov er ies re lat ing to chem i -
cal trans mis sion of nerve im pulses.  He was born on this date.

June 4, 1886 One hun dred and twenty-five years ago on this date, Henri Moissan iso lated
flu o rine by elec trol y sis of so lu tion of KHF2 in an hy drous HF.

June 7, 1811 Two hun dred years ago on this date, James Y. Simpson was born.  He was an
ob ste tri cian who was first to use chlo ro form as an an es thetic and in tro duced
the use of ether in Great Brit ain.

June 11, 1842          Carl von Linde con structed equip ment by which air could be liq ue fied on a
com mer cial scale in 1895 and de vel oped a methyl ether re frig er a tor in 1874 and 
an am mo nia re frig er a tor in 1876. He was born on this date.  

June 13, 1827 Charles Goessmann, who was born on this date, made an anal y sis of pea nuts
and did re search in chem is try of sor ghum and sugar beets.  

June 15, 1754         Juan José D’Elhuyar, the dis cov erer of tung sten from wolf ram ite ore in 1783,
was born on this date.  

June 17, 1832 One hun dred and fifty years ago in 1861, Wil liam Crookes dis cov ered thal -
lium (Tl, 81).  He sep a rated ura nium into two parts, nam ing the new one, ura -
nium-X and was born on this date.
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June 18, 1932 Twenty-five years ago in 1986, Dudley R. Herschbach shared the No bel Prize 
in Chem is try with Yuan T. Lee and John C. Polanyi for their con tri bu tions
con cern ing the dy nam ics of chem i cal el e men tary pro cesses.   He de vel oped
mo lec u lar beams to study prod ucts of col li sions that oc cur and was born on this
date.

June 20, 1886 One hun dred and twenty-five years ago on this date, James R. Partington was
born.  He was a re searcher on spe cific heat of gases and a his to rian of chem is -
try.

June 24, 1835 Johannes Wislicenus, who pro posed geo met ric iso mers and syn the sized
acetoacetic es ters, was born on this day. 

June 25, 1911 One hun dred years ago on this date, Wil liam H. Stein, a re searcher in en zyme
chem is try, was born.  He shared the No bel Prize in Chem is try in 1972 with
Stan ford Moore for their con tri bu tion to the un der stand ing of the con nec tion
be tween chem i cal struc ture and cat a lytic ac tiv ity of the ac tive cen tre of the
ribonuclease mol e cule and Chris tian B. Anfinsen for his work on
ribonuclease, es pe cially con cern ing the con nec tion be tween the amino acid
se quence and the bi o log i cally ac tive con for ma tion.

June 27, 1854 Abra ham Gesner pat ented a pro cess for ob tain ing ker o sene by dis til la tion on
this date.

Ad di tional his tor i cal events can be found at Dr. May’s website,
http://faculty.cua.edu/may/Chemistrycalendar.htm or This Week in Chem i cal His tory on the ACS
website, http://www.acs.org/whatischemistry.

http://faculty.cua.edu/may/Chemistrycalendar.htm
http://www.acs.org/whatischemistry
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DI REC TORY OF SER VICES

Ad ver tis ing: Vince Gale, MBO Ser -

vices, P.O. Box 1150, Marshfield,

MA  02050; phone: (781) 837-0424

email: vincegale@mboservices.net

AD VER TIS ING IN DEX
ACS 129, 138

BUCCHI Cor po ra tion 130

EMD Chem i cals Inc. 138

Huffman Lab o ra to ries 138

Mass-Vac, Inc. 127

Mi cron Inc. 138

NuMega Res o nance Labs, Inc. 138

Rob ert son Microlit Labs 138

Vacuubrand 134
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS 

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Date Event Locations 

Sunday, June 5-Thursday, 
June 9 

ACS Division of Organic Chemistry:   
National Organic Symposium 

Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 
http://www.nationalorganicsymposium.org 

Monday, June 13 -
Wednesday, June 15 

Chromatography Forum of the Delaware Valley:  
Advanced HPLC & Lab with Hands-on LC/MS 
Short Course 

Ursinus College 
Collegeville, PA 
www.cfdv.org 

Thursday, June 16 Honoring our 50-Year Members 
Dr. Thomas Tritton, President, Chemical 
Heritage Foundation 

Marshalton Inn 
West Chester, PA 

Thursday, June 16 The Chromatography Forum of the Delaware 
Valley:  Kim Williams, Colorado School of 
Mines 

D’Ignazio’s Towne House 
Media, PA 
http://www.cfdv.org 

Saturday, June 18 Tri-State Chinese American Chemical Society 
Annual Symposium 

Rutgers University 
Piscataway, NJ 
http://www.tristatecacs.org 

September 15 Joseph Priestley Society:  Symposium on 
Biomass and Green Chemistry moderated by 
Keith Pauley, Mid-Atlantic Technology, 
Research & Innovation Center (MATRIC) 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 
http://www.chemheritage.org/visit/events/joseph-priestley-
society/index.aspx 

September 15 Penns Woods Winery Tasting Room Chadds Ford, PA 

Saturday, October 8 Philadelphia Area Girls Enjoying Science 
(PAGES™) Program 

Chestnut Hill College 
Philadelphia, PA 
http://www.pagesprogram.org/ 

Thursday, October 19 Philadelphia Section Award TBA 

Thursday, November 17 TBA TBA 

Thursday, December 1 Ullyot Lecture:  Dr. Michael Christman, 
President and CEO, Coriell Institute for 
Medical Research 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 

Saturday, December 10 Chemistry Demonstrations and Hands-on 
Activities for Children of All Ages 

TBA 

 
 

Fall National Meeting 
August 28-September 1 

Denver, CO 
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