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From
The
Chair

Robert A. Gates

As I am sitting here perusing the descriptions 
of some recent chemical laboratory accidents, 
I am thanking the powers that be that none 
of these incidents were in any lab to which 
I have any connection nor involved anyone 
I know personally.  I also realize from these 
descriptions that the accidents themselves 
may have been avoidable and the extent of 
the injuries could have, at the very least, been 
significantly reduced had safety procedures 
been properly implemented.  

Safety in the laboratory, whether academic, 
government or industrial, has always been a 
primary concern of mine and I have served 
with a variety of safety-related groups and 
taken a plethora of safety courses during 
my career. In one of these courses, I was 
introduced to the idea of a yearly personal 
safety audit.  While safety in the lab is a 
full-time daily necessity, this particular 
course recommended an extra review on 
a yearly basis of various personal safety 
requirements.  This review is simply a list 
of items which may have been pushed to the 
background over the course of a busy year 
but nonetheless are important to the safety 
of both yourself and your co-workers.  For 
instance, is the prescription in your safety 
glasses up to date? Do you have and wear 
all of the appropriate protective clothing 
for the particular lab work you are doing?  
Do you know where the fire extinguishers, 
safety showers, eyewashes and first aid kits 
are located, particularly if you are in a new 
or a recently renovated lab? Have you had 
recent, up to date training in the use of the 
safety equipment listed above?  Do you have 
and have you read the most recent manuals, 
recommendations and safety warnings for 
the chemicals and instrumentation that you 
are using?  

Things change and staying current in 
all facets of safety connected with your 
employment is the best way to ensure that 
on the job accidents and injuries to you 
and your co-workers do not occur.  Finally 
there is the most important part of the audit 
which, in my opinion, should be performed 
on a daily basis.  Ask yourself the question 
“Is there anything that I can implement that 
will make my job safer?”  The answer to this 
question could be the difference between a 
safe, productive day at work and becoming 
a statistic.  In closing, and to paraphrase 
Smokey the Bear: Remember only you can 
prevent laboratory accidents.

Four Postgraduate Fellowships 
Are Available in Sustainability 

Science at the Agricultural 
Sustainability Institute at the 

University of California, Davis

The Agricultural Sustainability Institute 
(ASI), established in 2006, provides a 
hub that links initiatives and education in 
sustainable agriculture and food systems 
across academic departments of the College 
of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences at 
the University of California, Davis, and with 
other partners across the State of California.  
ASI’s mission is to ensure access to healthy 
food and to promote the vitality of agriculture 
today and for future generations.  We address 
these goals through integrative research, 
education, communication and early action on 
big, emerging issues.  For more information 
visit: http://asi.ucdavis.edu 

Detailed descriptions of each position and 
full application procedures are available at 
the ASI recruitment Web site at: http://asi.
ucdavis.edu/recruitment/.  Although the 
application deadline for Fellowships 1 and 2 
has passed, they will remain open until filled.  
A candidate may contact Todd Rosenstock 
(trosenstock@ucdavis.edu) to inquire if the 
positions have been filled. 
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NEWS ATOMS
Madeleine M. Joullié, professor of 

chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania, 
was elected to the board of directors of the 
Chemical Heritage Foundation for a three-
year term. Directors are responsible for 
fiduciary and policy oversight at CHF.

DEATHS

Frederick R. Longo, retired chemistry 
professor at Drexel University, March 12, 
2008 at 78. He taught general chemistry 
and physical chemistry and had a broad 
knowledge of the history of chemistry. He 
joined the Drexel faculty in 1957 and retired 
in 1998. He served as head of the chemistry 
department and won the Lindback award for 
distinguished teaching in 1983. He continued 
his research on porphyrins that began in 
graduate school. Longo collaborated with 
scientists at Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
studying the decomposition of simulated 
poison gases.

Esther Browne-Batton, research chemist 
with Rohm and Haas, September 14, 2008 at 
57. She was employed by Rohm and Haas 
for 34 years and received the company’s 
Exemplary Service Award in 1991. She was 
also an entrepreneur in real estate investments, 
and owned a grocery store and print shop. 
For 13 years she coordinated the Science 
Bowl of the National Organization for the 
professional advancement of Black Chemists 
and Chemical Engineers, a competition for 
high school students.

James L. Krevel, chemist formerly with 
Foote Mineral, January 21, 2009. Following 
service in the United Sates Marine Corps 
he joined Foote Mineral where he spent his 
career as a chemist.

Emil John Volcheck, Jr., former chemist 
and research manager with DuPont, January 
24th at 78.  He joined DuPont in 1955 as a 
research chemist where he was involved with 
textile research, and retired as a research 
manager at the Experimental Station in 
Wilmington in 1989 after a career of 34 years. 
He avidly pursued an interest in astronomy 
and assembled telescopes for his own use. 
Volcheck founded the Main Line Computer 
Users Group in the 1970s.

George Moore Rothrock, retired chemist 
formerly with DuPont, January 31st at 89. 
Following graduate school he worked for 
the United States War Department Corps of 
Engineers on uranium enrichment, before 
joining DuPont. He began in the pioneering 
research laboratory and then joined DuPont’s 
patent division to obtain patents and 
extensions on textile compounds during his 
33-year career with the firm.

Note: News Atoms seeks to report on 
people in the field of chemistry in the greater 
Philadelphia area. If you have news about 
new hires, significant promotions, honors and 
awards, and those who have recently passed 
away, send it by email to philcatalyst@aol.
com or by mail to the Philadelphia Section 
ACS.

PROJECT SEED FOR DEBORAH 

KILMARTIN

The Philadelphia Section would like to fund 
a Project SEED Endowed Student Stipend 
as a memorial to Deborah Kilmartin.  Any 
gift made to Project SEED Endowment 
and earmarked as a memorial to her can 
be included. If we do not reach the goal of 
$50,000, any funds contributed will still be 
used by Project SEED in her memory.

To make your gift online, go to www.acs.
org/giving, click on Project SEED, then 
scroll down to Dedicate this Gift to Someone 
Special and enter Deb’s name.  If you prefer 
to write a check, you must enclose a note or 
write on your check that the gift is for Project 
SEED in memory of Deborah Kilmartin and 
make it payable to the American Chemical 
Society. 

If you are planning to make a gift with 
your dues payment under “voluntary 
contribution,” be sure to label it for Project 
SEED in Deb’s memory.  If you have already 
made a voluntary contribution, you may 
notify ACS that you would like it used for 
Project SEED in Deb’s memory.

Members who are 70 ½ or older may make 
their gift directly from their IRA; see www.
acs.org/giftplanning.
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS 
NETWORK

Visit our NEW web page at www.
chemconsultants.org

Date and Time:  TUESDAY, April 7th, 
at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA; 
Networking, 5:30 PM; Dinner, 6:30 PM; Talk 
and Business Session, 7:30 PM. 

Speaker and Topic: John McAdam—
Entepreneurial Resources and Opportunities 
for the Technical Consultant.

Abstract: John McAdam, a serial en-
trepreneur, former CEO, and Instructor in 
Strategic Business Planning at the Wharton 
Small Business Development Center will 
provide us with insight into the resources 
available for entrepreneurs that you might 
not know about that benefit the technical 
consultant entrepreneur. John will talk with 
us about intellectual property, entrepreneur-
ship, building a business, and highlights 
from his upcoming book, Free Resources 
for Entrepreneurs.

Biography: John McAdam is the founder 
and Managing Partner of Pioneer Business 
Ventures, a custom advisory services firm 
offering business planning, advisory board 
management, CEO peer groups, and mergers 
and acquisitions services for client companies 
committed to improving their business value, 
most often in the $5 to $50 M revenue range.  
Prior to Pioneer, John McAdam was presi-
dent of a consumer products manufacturing 
company for 10 years.  Before the CEO years, 
John owned an employment agency serving 
insurance companies such as AIG, Travelers, 
Cigna, etc., and held a series of progres-
sively responsible management roles in sales, 
operations, and finance with SILO, a 200+ 
store electronics and appliance retailer. John 
earned an MBA from The Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania in Market-
ing, Strategic Planning, and Entrepreneurial 
Management. He also holds a BS in Nutri-
tion and Business Administration from West 
Virginia University. He loves to talk about 
Mountaineer football and basketball. 
Location: The Cynwyd Club, 332 Trevor 
Lane, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004. 

Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner 
reservation, e-mail CCNReservations@ aol.
com or call the ACS office at 215-382-1589. 
Fee, including food and beverages (wine, beer 
& sodas), is $25 by the deadline, Thursday, 
April 2, $35 afterwards. Late reservations and 
walk-ins subject to availability.  No-shows 
will be invoiced. 

607th BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING

Thursday, January 22, 2009
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA

This is the edited version of the minutes. A full 
copy of the minutes can be obtained from the 
Section Office.

Present: E. Davis, C.J. Bruner, D. Cichowicz, 
D. Cook, A. DeMasi, M. Matthews, C. Pettuci, K. 
Thrush Shaginaw, S. Miller, W. Smith, T. Straub, 
J. Tierney, V. Tortorelli, K. Yoder. 

Excused: M. Cichowicz, T. Dent, R. Ewing, R. 
Gates, J. Summers-Gates, D. Thomas. 

Also Present:  L. Harper, J. Crawford, D. 
Hausner, R. Levis, G. Cowperthwaite.

The meeting was called to order at 4:10 PM per 
E. Davis, substituting for R. Gates. The minutes for 
the November meeting were approved. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
F i n a n c e ,  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  ( G . 

Cowperthwaite): V. Tortorelli indicated that the 
Philadelphia Section Teaching Award (originally 
sponsored by Merck, which set the amount) should 
not exceed amounts for the Philadelphia Section 
Award or the Edgar Fahs Smith honorarium.  It was 
decided to decrease the amount of the Philadelphia 
Section Teaching Award to $1,000 since the award 
money was now coming out of Philadelphia Section 
funds. It was also suggested that the MARM fund 
value should not be allowed to drop below $35,000, 
otherwise it would be difficult for the Section to 
pay for the awards from accrued interest. K. Thrush 
Shaginaw suggested that the cash value for the K-8 
grade teacher’s award should be the same as the 
high school teacher’s award, however T. Straub 
commented that there were greater demands on high 
school teachers because they had to teach labs. A 
motion to accept V. Tortorelli’s original proposal 
that the value of the Philadelphia Section Teaching 
Award be decreased was approved.

 Line items in the 2008 budget and some 
discrepancies, particularly in publications, were 
discussed. These discrepancies were impacting 

Continued on page 56
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APRIL MEETING

The  Philadelphia  Section,  
American  Chemical  Society

presents

Dr. Catherine t. (Katie) hunt

Corporate Sustainability Director and
Leader, Technology Partnerships

Rohm and Haas Company
2007 President, American Chemical Society

Sustainability:

The Path Forward!

and
Presentation of Scholastic Achievement Awards

Thursday,  April 16,  2009
7:00 PM

Behrakis Grand Hall, Creese Student Center
Drexel University

32nd and Chestnut Streets
Philadelphia, PA  19104

The lecture is free

Dinner at 6:00 PM

Dinner cost $35; Students with reservations and ID: $18

RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Libby Harper at the Section office, 215-382-
1589, or emailing PhilaACS@aol.com by 5:00 PM on Thursday, April 9th.  Cancellations, 
if necessary, cannot be accepted after NOON on Tuesday,  April 14th. UNCANCELLED  
RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED.

PARKING is available for $13 in the University of Pennsylvania Garage located at 34th 
and Chestnut Streets. Going south on 34th, turn left into the garage toward the end of the 
block past Market and just before reaching  Chestnut. Metered street parking may also be 
available.

The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM in MacAlister Hall, 33rd and  Chestnut Streets, 
2020 Board Room.



Page 56 the Catalyst

SPEAKER’S ABSTRACT AND 
BIOGRAPHY

Dr. Catherine T. (Katie) Hunt
Sustainability: The Path Forward!

Corporate Sustainability Director
and Leader, Technology 

Partnerships 
Rohm and Haas Company

2007 President, ACS
Abstract: As Earth becomes more 

crowded and developed, challenges that 
once seemed far-off are rapidly approach-
ing and causing significant debate around 
the world. Debate on global climate change 
has shifted from arguments over whether the  
phenomenon is even real to “What can or 
should we be doing now?”  (C&E News, May 
7, 2007, Vol. 85, No. 19, p. 73).

During my time in the presidential succes-
sion at ACS, I put a spotlight on sustainability; 
the sustainability of energy, food and water.  
Now, back full time at Rohm and Haas, I am 
leading our Sustainability efforts and work-
ing across our business units, functions and 
regions.  My first corporate sustainability 
report was published only on-line: www.
rohmhaas.com/SDreport.

Biography: Dr. Hunt is currently Cor-
porate Sustainability Director and Leader, 
Technology Partnerships at Rohm and Haas. 
She began her career as a senior scientist in 
analytical research at Rohm and Haas after 
completing an NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship 
at Yale University. For nearly 25 years, Katie 
has held positions of increasing responsibility, 
from research scientist to process chemist 
to plant laboratory manager to Director of 
RandH’s Worldwide Analytical and Com-
putational Competency Network (ACNET) 
paired with Technology Development. 

As 2007 President of the American 
Chemical Society, Katie championed 
education, collaboration and innovation, 
especially related to the Sustainability of 
Energy, Food and Water.  Back ‘home’ 
in Philadelphia, she now represents Raj 
Gupta and Rohm and Haas, as a member of 
the Mayor’s newly formed Sustainability 
Advisory Board, now chaired by Mark Alan 
Hughes.  Katie serves on several boards 
and was recently appointed to the National 
Academies Roundtable on Science and 
Technology for Sustainability.

the budget process for 2009.  Revenues from 
advertising are decreasing, so the Catalyst 
will now have fewer advertising pages. Also, 
membership in the Section has decreased by 
slightly more than 3%.  E. Davis interjected 
that the 2008 budget and payments need to 
be revisited along with budget projections 
for 2009.  A vote on approving the Finance, 
Budget and Audit report was tabled until 
the next meeting in order to reconcile the 
issues.

OFFICER’S REPORTS: 
Chair (R. Gates): E. Davis (substituting 

for Chair Gates) announced that the Febru-
ary meeting would be at Simon Pearce in 
West Chester.

Chair-Elect (J. Summers-Gates): No 
Report.

Secretary (J. Tierney): No report.
Treasurer (C.J. Bruner). Based on the 

discussion for the Finance, Budget and Audit 
committee, D. Cichowicz posed the question 
– has the Section overspent last year’s budget 
by $19,000? C.J. Bruner responded that there 
was a glitch somewhere in the spreadsheet 
and the errors would be found.  T. Straub 
asked if monies had been received yet from 
National to cover the costs of hosting the 
National meeting in August 2008.  C.J. 
responded that some had been received.  
She further indicated that there could be up 
to a 3-year time lag before all monies are 
received from National.  V. Tortorelli asked 
when the ‘endowment values’ would be 
available? These values would be required 
before making any decisions on award 
values.  E. Davis suggested that the vote 
on the Treasurer’s report be tabled until the 
next meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
A student from Villanova is requesting 

travel support to the spring National Meeting.  
A student at Holy Family University will 
also request travel funds.  No action will be 
taken until a written request is received from 
all the students, and some knowledge of the 
Section’s financial situation was in place.  E. 
Davis asked if any action had occurred with 
the bylaw review.  D. Cichowicz responded 

Continued from page 54
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it would when formal notification for action 
had been received.

Finally Dr. Levis was welcomed as our 
new Councilor and Dr. Bill Smith and Marge 
Matthews were welcomed as new Board 
Members.  

There being no other business the meeting 
was adjourned at 4:55 PM

Respectfully submitted by
John Tierney, Secretary

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT AFFILIATE CHAPTERS TO
REQUEST FUNDS TO ATTEND NATIONAL ACS MEETINGS

Undergraduate students from ACS Student Affiliate Chapters in the Philadelphia Section are 
encouraged to consider attending National Meetings of the American Chemical Society.  In 
this regard, a limited amount of funding will be provided to chapters requesting sponsorship 
based on the following general guidelines.

1)  First consideration will be given to student(s) who wish to attend a National Meeting 
of the American Chemical Society (ACS) to give a presentation (oral or poster).  Students 
attending for other purposes, i.e., to receive an award or attend a specific workshop, etc. 
are also eligible to apply for support.

2)  The student(s) must have requested support from their College or University (including 
department and/or advisor) to assist in defraying the travel costs.  Please attach a copy of 
the correspondence.

3)  The student(s) should have a clear idea of the benefits of attending the conference.  
Please attach a short paragraph from each student indicating which sessions, including 
workshops, etc. which the student plans to attend and why these sessions will help them 
obtain their professional goals.

All applications must include an itemized list of the projected costs of the trip, i.e. 
registration, air-fare, train or car expenses, hotel, etc., and indicate which of these costs (if 
any) are being provided by other sources.

An application for travel support can be made at any time to the Philadelphia Section, but 
for full consideration, the application must be received by the section office by January 31st 
for the Spring meeting and May 31st for the Fall meeting.

The Philadelphia Section will evaluate all applications received by the deadline and vote 
at the February meeting for the Spring ACS meeting applications and at the June meeting for 
the Fall ACS meeting applications. The amount of funding available may be influenced by 
the number of applications for a particular meeting and the costs of attending that meeting, 
i.e. where it is being held.

The successful applicant must submit a brief report highlighting the conference experience 
to the Philadelphia Section at the completion of the trip.  The original receipts should also 
be submitted to the Section Office for reimbursement.
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April Historical Events In Chemistry
by Leopold May

The Catholic University of America
Washington, DC 20064

April 1, 1972 Julian Stone reported in Applied Physics Letters on a new type of fiber 
made of quartz and  filled with tetrachloroethylene that may be able to 
carry light.

April 4, 1923 Ira Remsen was awarded the first Priestley Medal.
April 6, 1928 James D. Watson was born. He was a researcher on the double helix 

structure of the deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) molecule. He shared the 
Nobel Prize in 1962 with Francis H.C. Crick and Maurice H.F. Wilkins 
for their discoveries concerning the molecular structure of nucleic acids 
and its significance for information transfer in living material.

April 7, 1795 New law instituted the metric decimal system in France and the 
nomenclature for this system was established on this day.

April 9, 1971 Ignacio Tinoco, Jr. proposed a simple method for estimating secondary 
structure of ribonucleic acid (RNA) from sequence of nucleotides. 

April 10, 1900  Seventy-five years ago in 1934, Arnold O. Beckman founded Beckman 
Instruments. He developed the pH meter and was born on this date.

April 12, 1884 One hundred and tweny-five years ago, Otto F. Meyerhof was born 
on this date.  He was a researcher on muscle metabolism and in 1922, 
he shared the Nobel Prize in Medicine for his discovery of the fixed 
relationship between the consumption of oxygen and the metabolism 
of lactic acid in the muscle with Archibald V. Hill for his discovery 
relating to the production of heat in the muscle.

April 15, 1861 Ernest Solvay received his first patent entitled “Industrial Production 
of Sodium Carbonate by Means of Marine Salt, Ammonia, and Carbon 
Dioxide.”

April 20, 1889 Paul Karrer, who was born on this day, synthesized vitamins A in 1931, 
B

2
 (riboflavin) in 1935, and E (tocopherol) in 1938. He shared the Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry in 1937 with Walter N. Haworth.
April 21, 1970  The first Earth Day was founded by Sen. Gaylord Nelson, Father of 

Earth Day and organized by Denis Hayes on this date. Celebrated by 
ACS on April 22nd.

April 25, 1953 James D. Watson and Francis H.C. Crick's “Molecular Structure of 
Nucleic Acids: A Structure for Deoxyribose Nucleic Acid” was published 
in Nature on this day.  

April 28, 1753 Three hundred and twenty-five years ago in 1784, Franz K. Achard 
was first to prepare a platinum crucible. He invented the process for 
extraction of sugar from sugar beets and opened the first beet sugar 
factory in1801. He was born on this date.

April 29, 1893 Seventy-five years ago in 1934, Harold C. Urey was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry for the discovery of heavy hydrogen or deuterium 
(D, 1).  He was the first to isolate heavy water (D

2
O) in 1932 and was 

born on this date.
Additional historical events can be found at Dr. May’s website, http://faculty.cua.edu/may/
Chemistrycalendar.htm or This Week in Chemical History in the ACS website, http://www.
acs.org/whatischemistry.
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Daniel Swern Memorial Lecture 2009

April 13, 2009

4:00 PM

Beury Hall 160, Temple University

On the Invention of New Synthetic Methods and Their 
Impact on Synthetic Strategy to Bioactive Targets

Dr. Barry M. Trost

Tamaki Professor of Humanities and Sciences, 
Stanford University

Dr. Barry M. Trost was born in Philadelphia in 1941 and earned his BA in 
Chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania and his PhD in Chemistry 
just three years later at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He 
was a professor at the University of Wisconsin for nearly 20 years before 
moving to Stanford University, where he is currently Tamaki Professor of 
Humanities and Sciences.  His wide-ranging research in organic synthesis 
is recognized for its extraordinarily novel methodologies.  His pioneering 
work in bond selectivity led to such discoveries as the Trost asymmetric 
allylic alkylation, Tsuji Trost reaction and the Trost ligand.

Professor Trost’s talk, On the Invention of New Synthetic Methods and 
Their Impact on Synthetic Strategy to Bioactive Targets, will cover novel 
reactions that are more selective and more atom economic.  Ruthenium and 
palladium catalyzed processes will be explored as more efficient synthetic 
strategies to complex bioactive natural products. 

The Daniel Swern Memorial lecture is held yearly in honor of Daniel 
Swern, a former professor in the Department of Chemistry.  Dr. Swern is most 
well-known for his discovery of the Swern oxidation process.  According 
to faculty member Robert Levis, Dr. Swern’s papers still generate close to 
200 citations each year.

Web site:  http://www.temple.edu/cst/nmr/swern/

Event sponsored by Wyeth Research
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The ACS Student Affiliates at the University of the Sciences held a periodic table bake sale 
January 22nd.  Each brownie represented an element and there were nine different types 
representing the groups of elements.  Pretty clever!  It created a buzz on campus and spread 
the word about ACS.  Submitted by Hetal Sheladia, ACS chapter president.

The students in the middle photo are Igor Petrick, Anjelica Johnson and Gary Tang.  In the 
bottom photo are Brendan O’Brien, Erblina Koka, Kelly Nguyen, Danielle Yilgic and Evan 
Bennett.
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POLYMERS FOR SENSORY AND 
ENERGY-RELATED APPLICATIONS

Date:  May 14, 2009 (Thursday), 1:00 to 6:30 PM

Location:  Paul Robeson Campus Center, Bergen Room

Rutgers University, Newark Campus

Symposium registration and poster submission details can be found at:

http://njacs.org/ptg.html

“FROZEN SMOKE:” THE ULTIMATE SPONGE FOR CLEANING UP 
OIL SPILLS

Scientists in Arizona and New Jersey are reporting that aerogels, a super-lightweight 
solid sometimes called “frozen smoke,” may serve as the ultimate sponge for capturing oil 
from wastewater and effectively soaking up environmental oil spills. Their study is in ACS’ 
Industrial & Engineering Chemistry Research, a bi-weekly journal.

In the new study, Robert Pfeffer and colleagues point out that the environmental challenges 
of oil contamination go beyond widely publicized maritime oil spills like the Exxon Valdez 
incident. Experts estimate that each year people dump more than 200 million gallons of used 
oil into sewers, streams, and backyards, resulting in polluted wastewater that is difficult to 
treat. Although there are many different sorbent materials for removing used oil, such as 
activated carbon, they are often costly and inefficient. Hydrophobic silica aerogels are highly 
porous and absorbent material, and seemed like an excellent oil sponge.

The scientists packed a batch of tiny aerogel beads into a vertical column and exposed them 
to flowing water containing soybean oil to simulate the filtration process at a wastewater 
treatment plant. They showed that the aerogel beads absorbed up to 7 times their weight 
and removed oil from the wastewater at high efficiency, better than many conventional 
sorbent materials.

ANTIBACTERIAL PLASTER COULD PUT A CLEAN SHEEN ON 
WALLS

Scientists in China are reporting development and testing of new self-sanitizing plaster 
with more powerful antibacterial effects than penicillin. The material could be used in wall 
coatings, paints, art works and other products. The study is in the current issue of ACS’ 
Crystal Growth & Design, a bi-monthly journal.

Liang-jie Yuan and colleagues note that plaster has been used for centuries as building 
material and surfaces for great works of art, including Michelangelo’s famed Sistine Chapel 
ceiling in Vatican City. The new, first-of-its kind plaster —formed from different ingredients 
from traditional gypsum plaster — still retains similar mechanical properties while having 
added antibacterial effects.

Lab tests showed that the so-called “supramolecular” plaster has a “very broad” antibacterial 
spectrum, killing five types of disease-causing bacteria. When compared with penicillin, the 
plaster was more effective at controlling growth of four kinds of bacteria, including dangerous 
Staphylococcus aureus and Escherichia coli. “It can be expected that the supramolecular 
plaster can be used for building, painting, coating and carving, and the coat, brick, or art ware 
constructed by the plaster do not need additive antiseptic or sterilization,” the authors say.
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Looking for a Job??? 
Know About a Job at Your Company???

We all know that networking is the best way to find a job and to find a good employee. 
So the North Jersey and Trenton sections of the ACS have set up two methods for  
spreading the word.

First, sign up at Yahoo Groups for chemjobs: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/
group/chemjobs/

If any of our members know about a job, they will post it there and it will 
automatically be emailed to the list. You can sign up for digest form (so you only 
get one email a day), or you can just check the web page yourself.

Second, the Trenton ACS has added a job board to their new website at:
http://www.trentonacs.org/index.php?page=employment-opportunities.

To post a job send an email to  jobs@trentonacs.org.
We can all help each other to find that perfect job!
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DATE EVENT LOCATION

April 4 Women Chemists Committee: Sixth Grade Chestnut Hill College
 Girls Science Event, P.A.G.E.S.™ (Phila- Philadelphia, PA
 delphia Area Girls Enjoying Science™)

April 7 Chemical Consultants Network: John Cynwyd Club
First Tues. McAdam: Entrepreneurial Resources and Bala Cynwyd, PA
 Opportunities for the Technical Consultant
 www.chemconsultants.org

April 13 Delaware Valley Mass Spectrometry Villanova University
 Discussion Group: Gary Van Berkel, Oak Villanova, PA
 Ridge National Laboratory: Surface 
 Sampling/Ionization Techniques
 http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/

April 13 Daniel Swern Memorial Lecture: Barry Temple University
 Trost, Stanford University: On the Philadelphia, PA
 Invention of New Synthetic Methods
 and Their Impact on Synthetic Strategy
 to Bioactive Targets
 www.temple.edu/cst/nmr/swern

April 16 Scholastic Achievement Awards Drexel University
 Catherine T. (Katie) Hunt, Rohm Philadelphia, PA
 and Haas Company: Sustainability:
 The Path Forward!

April 22 American Institute of Chemical Engineers: Widener University
 Student Awards Banquet Chester, PA
 http://aiche-philadelphia.org

April 23 Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club: Paige University of Pennsylvania
 Mahaney: The Evolution of a Medicinal Philadelphia, PA
 Chemistry Program Targeting Norepin-
 ephrine Reuptake Inhibitors: Discovery
 and Optimization of Two Novel Series
 www.pocclub.org

May 14 NJ Section: Symposium: Polymers for Rutgers University
 Sensory and Energy-Related Application Newark, NJ
 http://njacs.org/ptg.html

May 14 Heritage Day Chemical Heritage Foundation
 www.chemheritage.org Philadelphia, PA

May 21 Teaching Awards TBA

June 18 Fifty-Year Recognition Luncheon TBA

Aug. 16-20 ACS Fall National Meeting Washington, DC


