PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS 2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date

Event

Location

June 16

Fifty-Year Luncheon

Chaddsford Winery
Chadds Ford, PA

June 29

Chemical Consultants Network
Annual Picnic

Cynwyd Club
Bala Cynwyd, PA

Aug 28-Sept 1

ACS Fall National Meeting

Washington, DC

September 15

Section Meeting

TBA

October 20

Philadelphia Section Award

TBA

November 9

Ullyot Lecture
Maryanne Fox

Chemical Heritage Fdn.
Philadelphia, PA

December 10

Chemical Demonstrations for
Children of all Ages

TBA

Section's Web Page: http://membership.acs.org/p/philadelphia
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A Luncheon and Winetasting Tour
of the Chaddsford Winery
in Honor of the 2005
Fifty-Year Members

Dr. Larry Sneddon, Chair of the Chemistry Department at the University of Pennsylvania (left), and
Dr. Deborah H. Cook, Section Chair, presenting the Edgar Fahs Smith scroll to Dr. Peter G. Wolynes
at the Edgar Fahs Smith exhibit at the University of Pennsylvania’s Van Pelt Library.
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NOTICE

SEPTEMBER MEETING
Workshop in Computational Chemistry
Location to be Announced
THURSDAY, September 15th, 2005 (tentative)
See the SEPTEMBER issue of the Catalyst for details,
call the Section Office at (215) 382-1589, email PhilaACS@aol.com
or see our webpage: http://membership.acs.org/p/philadelphia
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From
The
Chair
Deborah H.
Cook
By the time you read this column the
academic year will be winding down or will
have ended. As someone who has always
been associated with academic institutions,
I find the school calendar simultaneously
exuberant and sad. There is the excitement
of beginning a new year in September with
hope, promise and a sense of inspiration.
The first few months seem to fly by and
before long it’s winter break. After the
hustle and bustle of the holidays, reality sets
in. The months of February and March seem
to drag as we experience the winter doldrums.
However, soon it’s spring, the weather
generally improves, and the spring colors are
uplifting to the spirit. The relatively short
spring we enjoy in the Philadelphia area
quickly ends. For anyone connected with
schools this means the end of the academic
year. As the year winds down, there again
is a flurry of activity to close out the term.
It seems sad to say goodbye to students and
colleagues. Even though the summer months
may be less hectic for those who do not teach,
consult or provide professional development
during the summer, there is a sense of loss as
the year ends.
This month we honor our members who
have served the Section for 50 years. These
individuals have provided the Section with
service, wisdom and experience. The program
celebrates the contributions made by these
members. Please join us at the Chaddsford
Winery for a tour, wine tasting and lunch.
The June event should be a joyful beginning
to the summer months. I look forward to
seeing you in June and wish you a pleasant
summer with many opportunities to renew
and refresh.
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS
NETWORK
Visit our web page at
www.chemconsultants.org
Date & Time: Wednesday, June 29th,
2005; Networking, 5:30 PM; Dinner, 6:30
PM; Talk and Business Session, 7:30 PM.
Topic: Annual Picnic. As in the past, we
will informally exchange questions and
experiences relating to our activities as, or
interests in becoming, independent chemical
consultants. This gathering has been one of
our most popular and enjoyable events so
don’t miss it. Spouses are welcome to join
the party.
Location: The Cynwyd Club, 332 Trevor
Lane, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004.
Reservation: To make or cancel a dinner
reservation, email CCNReservations @aol.com
or call the ACS office at (215) 382-1589 (leave
message on voicemail if necessary). Fee,
including food and beverages, is $10 provided
reservations are made before 6 PM Friday,
June 24th; $20 if made subsequently by 10
AM Monday, June 27th. If no reservation is
made by the final deadline, food and beverages
will not be available unless a cancellation
occurs. No-shows will be invoiced.

gardening, volunteer work, performing in
amateur musical theater, and spending quality
time with his grandchildren.
Other 50-Year Members
Also celebrating 50 years of membership:
Dr. Harry Joseph Cenci; Gerald Francis
Connell; Charles Edward Crepeau; Dr. Howard I. Forman; Dr. Arthur Sidney Gow, Jr.;
Richard Edward Harren; Richard Hetherington; James F. Junge; Dr. Stephen David
Levy; Dr. Richard Piccolini; Edward Albert
Rodzewich; Dr. Richard Martin Rosenberg;
Edwin Roth; Dr. Ernest W. Valyocsik.

CATALYST VOLUNTEERS
Reporters needed to cover
section meetings and to
write industry articles
Volunteers
noCatalyst
experience
needed
ACSP117C
Please leave message at:
PhilCatalyst@aol.com or
PhilaAcs@aol.com or
Phone 215-382-1589

Local Section Younger Chemists
Submit your Local Section Younger
Chemist activities for publication on the
National Younger Chemists Committee
(YCC) website and/or in the YCC Newsletter.
YCC would like to recognize and publicize
local section younger chemist events…
including yours!
To see your local section’s younger chemist
event featured, please submit a short
summary (a paragraph or two), at least one
photo, and the name / email of a representative
that can be contacted for additional details (if
needed).
Events will be featured on a rotating basis
in the Local Action section of the YCC
website (www.chemistry.org/ycc) and
unique/outstanding events will be chosen for
publication in the YCC newsletter, which is
distributed to all ACS members under 35 biannually.
Please send submissions to Kathy Glasgow
or Maureen Kane at ycc@acs.org

Directory of Services

Technical Writer
Assist in coordinating and compiling ideas,
data and concepts from technicians,
engineers, and managers to create userfriendly comprehensive operational
documents.
Contact ImpactScience@aol.com

Say Thank You
ACS005
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and maintaining the resulting records
relative to required employee training in
these areas.
Became quite active in the Philadelphia
Section, in various functions in the Analytical
Group, served on the Hospitality Committee, the Publications Committee, during
which, co-edited a special enlarged edition of
the Catalyst for a National Meeting hosted
by the Section around 1960. Served in a
variety of ways on the organizing committee
for the first Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting held in Philadelphia. Was very active in
a number of subcommittees and committees
of ASTM and some affiliated international
groups within the ISO structure, holding a
variety of offices within these organizations.
Was also very active in the American
Microchemical Society, holding numerous
positions, including Chairman. Out of these
activities, along with a small group of likeminded people, evolved a series of
international symposia on microchemical
techniques which continue every three years.
Still maintain an interest in Scouting, having
reached the rank of Eagle Scout with three
Palms, Vigil Honor member of the Order of
the Arrow, numerous training awards,
District Order of Merit and the Silver Beaver
Award. At various times (sometimes simultaneously) was active in Cubbing, Standard
Scouting, high adventure Exploring, and for
a short period, led a Sea Scout Ship.
Have always been and still am very active
in church work, having served on numerous
committees, as vice president and president
of church councils, taught Sunday School
and mens’ bible classes, sing in a chancel
choir, play in a hand bell choir, am involved
in many volunteer activities and do some lay
preaching.
Am still very interested and involved in a
number of outdoor interests and activities,
including hiking, canoeing, all areas of nature
study and fishing. Tie fishing flies, do a
variety of model building, enjoy most areas
of classical music and am a voracious reader.
Am currently Vice President of the
Perkiomen Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, an active outdoor conservation
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organization and also have some
involvement within this organization at the
regional and state levels.
Also still maintain a home microscopy
laboratory.

JUNE

THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION,
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

Dr. Sameeh S. Toukan
After graduating in 1940 from the American
University in Beirut with a PhD in Pharmacy,
Sameeh Toukan decided to continue his
education in the US. He earned a BS (with
merit) in 1951 and MS in 1952 from the
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science
and a PhD in organic chemistry from Temple
University in February 1961.
Dr. Toukan was employed in 1958 at the
National Drug Company as a junior research
chemist. In 1961 he was appointed as
instructor in organic chemistry for one year
in the School of Pharmacy of Temple
University. In 1962 he accepted a position
as Senior Research Chemist at Pennwalt
Corp. in King of Prussia, PA where he
worked until his retirement in 1988. Dr.
Toukan holds 23 US patents, mostly in the
field of fluorine chemistry. Sam and his wife
Gabriele have two children Mark and Linda.

presents

A LUNCHEON AND WINETASTING TOUR
OF THE CHADDSFORD WINERY
IN HONOR OF THE 2005
FIFTY-YEAR MEMBERS
Thursday, June 16th, 2005
12:00 Noon

Chaddsford Winery
632 Baltimore Pike (US Route 1)
Chadds Ford, PA

Dr. Martin Vogel
A native of Los
Angeles, Dr. Vogel
received a chemisPlease
try degree from
Place
Caltech in 1955
Vogel+photo
along with a comhere and
mission in the Air
rotate
Force. He then
spent two years as
an officer at Wright
Air Development Center, Ohio, involved in
the synthesis of high-performance hydraulic
fluids. He then returned to Caltech for a PhD
in organic chemistry. In 1960 he joined the
chemistry faculty at Rutgers University,
New Brunswick, where he conducted
research on NMR and physical organic
chemistry. He moved on to Rohm and Haas
where he spent the rest of his career inventing
and developing novel polymeric materials.
He retired in 1996 as a Senior Research
Fellow. His current activities include

the Catalyst

MEETING

Cost: $45 for tour and lunch; Students with Reservations and College ID: $23
$25 for lunch only; Students with Reservations and College ID: $13

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Libby Harper at
the section office, (215) 382-1589, or emailing PhilaACS@aol.com by 5:00 PM on
Thursday, June 9th. Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be accepted after NOON
on Tuesday, June 14th. UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED.
Directions can be found on the Chaddsford Winery website at
www.chaddsfordwinery.com

The Board of Directors will meet at 2:30 PM at the Winery.
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NEWS ATOMS
George Cornelius elected president and
CEO of Arkema, William Hamel named
vice president and general counsel, Patricia
McCarthy joins the firm as senior vice
president and CFO, and Gérard Robert is
promoted to senior vice president for
manufacturing and regulatory practices.
The Chemical Heritage Foundation in
Philadelphia announced it is undertaking a
new capital campaign over the next three
years. The goal is to complete the program
in time for the celebration of the foundation’s
25th anniversary. $60 - $75 million in funding
is sought to underwrite vital new programs
that will focus on three areas: 1) public
understanding, science education, and media
and Web activities; 2) creating exhibit
galleries, a conference center and medialinked facilities; 3) increasing the endowment
fund to underwrite the stewardship of
collections, the visiting fellows program, and
public accessibility.

HONORS
George F. Palladino is executive director
of the University of Pennsylvania’s
chemistry department and chairman of the
ACS board of trustees. The BOT provides
oversight of the society’s group insurance
plans. In the March 21 issue of Chemical &
Engineering News, Palladino provides
members with an update of recent changes to
the insurance program.
Anthony L. Dent, retired scientist
formerly with PQ Corporation, received a
service award from the National Organization
for the Professional Advancement of Black
Chemists & Chemical Engineers, for providing
administrative support. The award was
announced at the organization’s 32nd annual
meeting held in Orlando in March.

DEATHS
Stuart Graves, retired chemist formerly
with DuPont, March 13th at 93. He had a 40-

Page 86

year career with the firm, mostly at the
Marshall Laboratories, retiring in 1975.
Graves was also a community volunteer,
active in establishing the Community Arts
Center in Wallingford.
Word was received from ACS headquarters
that Robert S. Barrows, former director of
toxicology surveillance with DuPont, died
September 19th, 2001. ACS national also
reported the death of Arthur Sohler but no
further details were available.
Note: News Atoms seeks to report new
hires, significant promotions, honors and
awards, and those who have recently passed
away from the field of chemistry in the
greater Philadelphia area. If you have a news
item for this column, send it by email to
philcatalyst@aol.com or by mail to the
Philadelphia Section ACS office.

Recruit a Member in 2005
and Receive a Great Gift
The 2005 Member-Get-A-Member
Campaign is in full swing. This year’s goal is
to add one new member each day – 365 in all.
Introduce a colleague or friend to the
benefits of joining ACS, and once your
candidate is accepted, you’ll receive a custommade throw created exclusively for this year’s
initiative. Measuring a generous 57” x 43”
and featuring a full size periodic table of the
elements, this throw will look great spread
across the back of a couch, tossed over the
arm of an easy chair, or stretched and mounted
for display. In addition you will be enrolled
in the President’s Club and your name will
appear in the February 13th, 2006 issue of
Chemical & Engineering News.
You may nominate as many candidates as
you like during the campaign using a separate
Member-Get-A-Member application form
for each nomination. (Please be aware that
the program does not apply to student affiliate
recruits, i.e., undergraduate students.)
Please help us reach our goal of 365
members in 2005. Get the ball rolling at
chemistry.org/membership/mgm.html by
downloading an application.
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Co. in Allentown, PA where he was involved
in solving plant problems relating to the
pentaerythritol production and the
development of new products such as diols
and triols and their application in the
formation of new resins.
In 1956 he joined the Chemical Development Department of Wyeth Laboratories
in West Chester, PA, where he was
instrumental in the development of pilot
plant and plant processes of products such
as tranquilizers, hypotensives, synthetic
penicillins, and synthetic steroids and solving
an array of production problems.
During his career with Wyeth it was very
satisfying to be involved in the growth of a
small scale process into a large plant process
of a marketable drug. It was a joy to have shared
his knowledge and experience with his younger
co-workers in attaining their goals.
Henry retired in 1986 and enjoys gardening,
carpentry and reading. He and his wife, Ida,
of 55 years loved to travel to Europe and
through the US, but their travel has been
reduced to going to the Poconos to enjoy the
peaceful setting of their summer home.

John Y. (Jack) Steel
From the age of
10, with the proPlease
verbial “home labPlace Steel
oratory,” was alhard copy
ways interested in
photo
chemistry, microshere
copy, model building, mechanical
things, and almost
anything outdoors
including Scouting when I was old enough.
Grew up in Hollywood, PA and graduated
from Abington High School during World
War II. While in high school, worked during
the summers as a nature and hiking counselor
at Treasure Island Scout Camp and on offseason weekends, as a lumberjack, thinning
farm wood lots for local saw mills. Following
high school, after a year of being threatened
with being drafted, enlisted in the US Army,
declined a direct appointment to the US
Military Academy and was ordered to report
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to Aberdeen Proving Grounds for extensive
training in all aspects of all varieties of Army
Ordnance. Upon completion of that (the war
was now over) was shipped to the Ordnance
Section, Headquarters Eighth Army, in
Yokohama, Japan. On arrival, was assigned
the administrative responsibility for the
disposition of all captured Japanese ordnance
in the Pacific Theater. There were supposed
to be “three of us” but they were very “short
handed.” It was a tremendous and fascinating
challenge, culminating in a personal
commendation from General MacArthur.
Upon separation, started at University of
Penn and, over time, attended Temple, St.
Joseph’s, Philadelphia College of Pharmacy
and Science and seminars at University of
Maryland and University of Georgia.
Began working in the analytical section of
the R & D Division, at Whitemarsh Labs, of
what was at the time the Pennsylvania Salt
Manufacturing Co., in Wyndmoor, PA, doing
organic analysis, methods development and
some instrument design and construction.
Set up and established their first microanalytical laboratory and did some traveling
and trouble shooting at various production
sites throughout the US. Along the way, in
and out of various local schools, at night.
Left Penn Salt in 1959 and started in the
R& D Dept. of the Arthur H. Thomas Co.
and retired in 1998 as Technical Director, a
much too multifaceted position to attempt
to describe here. I used to paraphrase Harry
Truman’s famous quotation by saying, “if
it’s technical, the buck stops here.”
Have always been involved in safety, first
aid, and fire fighting activities and, at various
times have administered clinical testing programs for groups of potentially exposed employees. Also ran regular blood drives and
oversaw charitable contribution programs.
Maintained ongoing record keeping efforts
with respect to corporate intellectual property in addition to authoring or co-authoring
a number of laboratory-related patents.
Had the primary responsibility for
maintaining the corporate compliance with
all hazardous materials regulations, both
national and international and for conducting
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Cum Laude, with Honors in Chemistry,
from Brooklyn College and his PhD from
Penn State University in Organic Chemistry.
He is a member of Phi Lamba Upsilon. His
research at Penn State was concerned with
dihalocarbenes and the stereospecific ring
opening reactions of 1,1-dihalocyclopropanes when reacted with electrophillic
reagents.
After graduating Penn State, he joined the
Borden Chemical Co. R&D Laboratories
(1959-1973) in Philadelphia and was involved
with organic/polymer synthesis, fluorescent
organic additives for polymers used for detecting nuclear radiation, plastic scintillators,
low temperature adhesives, polyurethanes,
poly-2-oxazolidines, and various heterocyclic/high temperature polymers.
In 1973, he joined Pennwalt Corp R&D,
which became Atofina Chemicals (and is
now Arkema, Inc.) at the King of Prussia
R&D Center, and he retired in 2001. His
research was involved in flame retardants for
textiles/plastics, smoke suppressants, and
the synthesis of organo-nitrogen/sulfur
compounds for various applications. In
1990, he received the prestigious R&D 100
Award for the creative process to methane
sulfonamide that is used as an intermediate
for herbicides. Dr. Sandler is the co-author
of 15 books that are recognized as important
reference sources/laboratory manuals for
organic and polymer synthesis, and he has
more than 100 patents and publications.
Dr. Sandler and his wife just celebrated 44
years of marriage, and they enjoy their
grandchildren. He is also an avid family
genealogist, and he has a leadership role in his
religious organization.

Dr. Stanley Scheindlin
A native Philadelphian, Stanley
Scheindlin graduated from South
Philadelphia High
School for Boys
and Temple University School of
Pharmacy. He
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entered Philadelphia College of Pharmacy
and Science (PCPS: now University of the
Sciences in Philadelphia) as a Lederle
Laboratories Research Fellow. He studied
chemical interactions of folic acid and served
as a laboratory instructor, while working
toward a Doctor of Science, which was
awarded in 1955.
Meanwhile, in 1954, he married Phyllis
Brooks, with whom he lived until her death
in 1999. Together they raised three sons, and
have four grandchildren.
In 1955 he entered on a career in
pharmaceutical industry R&D, first with
National Drug Company until 1971, when
its Philadelphia operation was eliminated
through a merger. In 1972 he joined Lemmon
Pharmaceutical Company in Bucks County,
now Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, from which
he retired in October 1996. He handled new
product formulation, labeling development,
medical information, and regulatory affairs,
retiring as Senior Director of Regulatory
Projects. He presided over the filing of about
100 approved ANDAs and two full NDAs.
His retirement activities include
volunteering at his synagogue and at the
Central Agency for Jewish Education,
consulting; and writing historical articles for
pharmacy-related journals. He relaxes by
reading, anything from "War and Peace" to
mystery novels.

568 th Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday January 27th, 2005
Room 226, Creese Building
Drexel University
32 nd and Chestnut Streets
Philadelphia, PA
This is the edited version of the minutes.
A full copy of the minutes can be obtained
in the Section Office.
Board Members Present: D.H. Cook,
D.E. Kilmartin, C. Bruner, M.B. Cichowicz,
R.R. Acchione, B.E. Baker, C. Bentzley, F.
Goodson, G. Molander, J. Nikelly, G. Preti,
K.T. Shaginaw, T. Staub, J. Summers-Gates, V.
Tortorelli, and D.E. Voet.
Also: G. Cowperthwaite, S. Gibbs and E.
Harper.
Absent: C. Carr, E.L. Davis, A.S. DeMasi
and G.F. Palladino.
The meeting was called to order at 4:10 PM
by Chair Cook.
New Board members introduced themselves.
Thanks were extended to the Board for
reconsidering holding the January Poster
Session. She reported that a total of 22 posters
were received. The Past Chair pin was presented
to M.B. Cichowicz.

A motion to approve the December minutes
as amended was approved unanimously.
COMMITTEES
A. National Chemistry Week
The Chemist in the Classroom program
desperately needs volunteers. There were
1400 students last year that participated in the
program.
The St. Christopher's Hospital program is
partnered with the Younger Chemists
Committee.
B. Finance, Budget & Audit
The 2005 budget was discussed. The February
meeting will have a presentation made by the
Investment Board of Trustees.
A motion to approve the Budget as amended
was passed unanimously.
C. Nominations
Committee Chair M. Cichowicz recommended the following:
1. Investment Board of Trustees as
functioning unit. Two expired three-year
terms - Treasurer S. Levinson and C. Martin
were asked to continue. Both accepted.
2. MARM representative – G. Cowperthwaite
agreed to serve the 2005-2006 term.

Henry G. Schouten
Henry was born
in 1923 in MaastPlease
richt (the NetherPlace
lands) and acquired
Schouten
an equivalent MS
hard copy
in chemical engiphoto
neering. He started
here
his career by
solving plant problems in a paint and
ink company in Zevenaar (Neth).
In early 1948 he immigrated to the USA
and worked for about a year in the research
department of C.K. Williams, Easton, PA.
In 1949 he moved to the Product
Development Department of Trojan Powder

the Catalyst

June 2005

Page 87

The motion to approve these candidates passed
unanimously.
3. Section Awards Committee has three 3year terms expiring for a Physical Chemist, an
Analytical Chemist and Chemical Education
rep. The search for candidates is ongoing. An
update will be given in February.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
A. Chair Cook
1. The Valley Forge Chapter of Math Counts
is looking for volunteers at its program on
February 12th, 2005 at William Tennent High
School.
2. The Student Affiliate Chapter from
Community College of Philadelphia submitted
a proposal for funding to travel to the 229th
ACS National Meeting in San Diego.
A motion to grant $500 to the Community
College of Philadelphia Student Affiliate
Chapter to be matched to defray the expense
of at least two attendees/presenters at the
Spring ACS National Meeting, in accordance
with established guidelines, was passed.
B. Chair-Elect Kilmartin
1. Chair-Elect Kilmartin will be attending
the Leadership Conference along with the
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MARM meeting Chairs V. Tortorelli and T.
Addison.
2. The Health Fair at the National Meeting
was featured in Chemistry magazine, winter
edition.
3. Currently being sent to Section Officers are
emails “Leading Together.”
4. Call for Nominations for Teacher Awards
K-12. The deadline is February 1st, 2005, for
the presentation at the May meeting. A
motion to delay the deadline to March 1st was
passed unanimously.
C. Secretary Carr - nothing to report.
D. Treasurer Bruner
Treasurer Bruner moved to accept the
December report. Passed unanimously.
Other Business
A. Past Chair M. Cichowicz announced her
desire to send letters to employers of Board
members and requested contact information.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Roberta R. Acchione
Acting as Secretary
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Mayer began his career at Sun in 1963 as
Group Leader of Analytical Research and
Method Development.
Dr. Mayer earned his PhD in Physical
Chemistry at Carnegie Mellon University,
MS from Penn State University and BA
from the University of South Dakota. His
research at Carnegie Mellon University
centered on the use of instrumental methods
to separate and identify compounds in a
typical crude petroleum.
Dr. Mayer has been active in the Division
of Petroleum Chemistry. He served as first
National Program Secretary. He is a Past
Chairman of the Philadelphia Section, SAE.

Dr. John G. Nikelly
John Nikelly was
raised in a village
on the Greek island
of Lesbos where
Please Place
there was no runNikelly+photo
ning water or elechere
tricity and kids
went barefoot almost year round,
though he says life
was idyllic. He attended pre-gymnasium for
one year in a distant port town until the
German garrison there commandeered the
school building.
Returning to the US, he attended the
University of Illinois at Urbana and obtained
a PhD at Cornell University. He then worked
briefly at Exxon Research & Engineering
after which he joined the chemistry
department at the University of the Sciences
in Philadelphia (formerly Philadelphia
College of Pharmacy), where he has been
teaching mainly analytical chemistry. He
admits, “my research papers were limited to
gas chromatography and liquid chromatography, and it was only in recent years that
a couple of PhD graduate students showed
me how to branch out into drug metabolism.”
As community service to USIP, John was
the organizer and first president of the Sigma
Xi Chapter which has been very active, unlike
the AAUP Chapter which he also organized
but thinks it needs greater faculty support.
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In the 1970s John was a co-founder of the
Chromatography Forum of Delaware Valley,
now perhaps the second largest chromatography discussion group in the country. In
1984 he was the principal organizer of the
Subdivision of Chromatography and
Separations Chemistry, ACS Division of
Analytical Chemistry, for which he wrote
the Bylaws, edited its newsletter for 9 years,
and served successively as Secretary, Chair
and Executive Committee member for 19
years. In 2004 he was designated as the
Subdivision’s official historian. His role in
helping the Subdivision navigate the probationary period led to his six-year
appointment to the ACS Council Committee
on Divisional Activities during which he
headed a Task Force on Divisional membership recruiting and retention. Similarly, he
served for six years on the Council Committee
on Economic and Professional Affairs.
His service in the Philadelphia Section
include chairing the Committees on
Education, Bylaws, Chemical Health &
Safety, Planning, Program, Awards and a
number of ad hoc committees. He also
served as Treasurer, Chair, Board member
and Councilor, and hopes he may be reelected as Councilor this fall.
For recreation, John enjoys classical music
(his wife, Margaret, plays viola in the
Swarthmore College orchestra); writing letters
to the Editor (published 10 in the NY Times
on economics topics); staying in apartments
in European towns for vacations; and from
time to time accepting assignments from the
US State Department to do simultaneous
interpreting for visiting groups from Greece
and Cyprus.
Dr. Stanley R. Sandler
Dr. Sandler is an
adjunct faculty
member in the
Please
Chemistry DePlace
partment of DelaSandler+photo
ware County Comhere
munity College in
Media, PA. He
received his BS,
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US plus Alaska, Canada, Australia, Fiji and
New Zealand, (Tauck highly recommended). In 1993 I retired: Merck made
me an offer that I couldn’t refuse. From
1990-2000 my wife and I have been
vacationing every October or November on
Marco Island, FL, renting a condo on the
Gulf. Beautiful! In 2001 my dearest Joanne
passed away fairly suddenly. In 2004 I sold
my house of 46 years in Metuchen, NJ, and
moved to an Erickson retirement community, Ann’s Choice, in Warminster, PA,
about 20 miles east of where Pamela lives. I
can hardly believe that 50 years have passed.

Dr. Alan G. MacDiarmid
MacDiarmid
holds the James
Von Ehr Distinguished Chair in
Please Place
Science & TechnolMacDiarmid
ogy at the Univerphoto
sity of Texas at
here
Dallas while maintaining his Blanchard Chair in
Chemistry, at a reduced level of input, at the
University of Pennsylvania (U of P). He also
has Institutes dedicated in his name in China,
New Zealand, India, and Brazil.
In 2000 he was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry together with colleagues Alan
Heeger and Hideki Shirakawa for the discovery
of metallic conductivity in organic polymers.
MacDiarmid was born in New Zealand 78
years ago. After obtaining his higher education
at the University of New Zealand, University
of Wisconsin and Cambridge University, he
joined the faculty of U of P in 1955. He is
author/coauthor of over 600 research papers
and approximately 25 patents. He is also the
recipient of numerous awards and honorary
degrees both nationally and internationally.
He is married to Gayl Gentile. His first
wife, Marian, of 36 years, died in 1990. He
has 4 children and 9 grandchildren. He travels
extensively on professional matters within
the US and overseas and attempts to spend
remaining time with his family at his vacation
home at Lake Wallenpaupack in the Poconos.
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Edward Maser

Honoring Our 50-Year Members

Edward Maser
graduated from
Overbrook High
School, then TemPlease Place
ple University and
Maser+photo
received his MS
here
from Drexel University (Philadelphia) the same year
he became a member of the American Chemical Society in
1955.
He worked for Chemical Concentrate
Corporation, Division of Pyrene
Manufacturing Corporation. The main
product was a protein base fire extinguishing
compound used to extinguish fires on aircraft carriers. Ed was the chief chemist until
he left to work on catalyst for air pollution
control at Oxy-Catalyst in West Chester,
PA. He moved on to Matthey Bishop where
he did product development work on
automotive catalyst. Some years later he
worked for the Department of Environmental
Protection in Harrisburg for the
Commonwealth of PA. He certified drinking
water laboratories.
Upon retiring from the State of PA in April
2002, he continues his long time interest in
the investment field. Researching and
investing in various stocks – bonds – attending
seminars keep him very busy.
He enjoys traveling with his wife Stella.
Next March 2006 they will celebrate their
50th Wedding anniversary. He also enjoys
his three children, their spouses and his nine
grandchildren.

At our June Section meeting, we honor our 50-year members, presenting them with a
certificate and luncheon at the Chaddsford Winery in recognition of their long and faithful
service to the Society. Those being honored include the following:

Dr. T. Jack Mayer
Dr. T. Jack Mayer retired from Sunoco,
Inc., Research and Development, in
November, 1995 after 33 years of service. At
the time of his retirement, Dr. Mayer was
Manager, Technical Service for Fuels and
Lubricants, a position that he had held since
since 1984. Prior to that he was Manager,
Technical Service for Industrial Lubricants
and Product Manager, as well as Technical
Manager, for Specialty Lubricants. Dr.
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Dr. H. Weldon Baker
Dr. Baker received
a PhD in Analytical
Chemistry from the
State University of
Iowa in 1956, a MS
from Purdue University and a BS from
Nebraska Wesleyan
University. He taught
in Indiana and Iowa before accepting a
position at Temple University in the School
of Pharmacy. There he received the Lindback
Award for excellence in teaching and rose to
the rank of Professor of Medicinal Chemistry.
While at Temple, he turned his interest in
computers into a second specialty, and taught
computer programming courses there for
several years. He also served the students
and faculty in an unofficial capacity as a
photographer.
After 34 years at Temple, he retired with
Emeritus status, to his Wyndmoor home,
where he has lived since 1962. He enjoys
reading, especially British mysteries and
non-fiction, and films. Dr. Baker also
continues his interest in working with
computers. He enjoys videography, and has
made numerous videos, which he shares
mostly with family and friends, although
one of his works was selected for broadcast
in the WHYY Channel 12 Independent
Images Competition in 2000.
David B. Coughlan
My employment started in the
summer of 1941
with work at
Allied Chemical
Company in
Cleveland. Processes were hydrofluoric acid
and alum. After
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a couple of years at TNT manufacture in
West Virginia, I moved to the big Allied
Chemical plant in Claymont, DE making
DDT and fluosulfonic acid. I worked for
DuPont from 1946-49 at the Chambers
Works in anthraquinone dyes.
I worked next at Foote Mineral Company
from 1949 to 1994. The most challenging and
rewarding projects were new process, green
field plants for extraction of lithium carbonate.
Starting in 1965, the plant at Silver Peak, NV
was the first major producer of basic lithium
chemicals from a brine source rather than
from the mineral spodumene. For several
years I was responsible for leak tightness of
about five square miles of clay-bottomed
solar evaporating ponds. The new process
was an economic success. Another challenging
project started in Chile’s Atacama Desert in
1983. I was responsible for leak tightness of
about 100 hectares of plastic-lined ponds.
This location has been the principal source of
lithium chemicals in the world.

Dr. Jose R. de la Vega
Jose R. de la Vega,
Emeritus Professor of
Chemistry at Villanova
University, PA received
his Doctor of Science in
Physical Chemistry
from the University of
Havana, Cuba where he
studied Quantum Mechanics under Prof.
Alfred Sklar.
Upon graduation he worked at the Cuban
Institute of Health where he contributed to
the organization of the Department of
Instrumental Analysis and Spectroscopy.
In 1950 he joined the Virginia Smelting
Co., USA, doing research on by-products of
the sugar industry.
In 1954 he joined the Faculty of the
University of Villanova in Cuba as a
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Chemistry Professor, publishing 10 research
papers with his graduating engineering
students on by-products of the sugar industry.
As a member of the University he contributed
to the organization of the Cuban Institute of
Technological Research. His research led
to a patent on the manufacture of paper from
sugar cane fiber, which was awarded in the
US in 1962.
In September 1961 he joined the Chemistry
Department at Villanova University in Pennsylvania. For two summers he worked with
Dr. Hendrik Hameka at University of Pennsylvania on magnetic properties of diatomic
molecules, using the recently acquired computer
facilities at Villanova University. In 1967 he
was the recipient of the Lindback Award for
excellence in Undergraduate Teaching.
He's been a member of the Freshman Chemistry Committee and the Graduate Committee,
the latter which he chaired for 10 years. He
established with his MS and PhD students, a
research group working on theoretical
calculations on proton transfer reactions that
were published in the Journal of the American
Chemical Society, Journal of Chemical
Physics, Physica, and Accounts of Chemical
Research. For his explanation of the large
differences between the proton transfer in
symmetric and asymmetric double minimum
profiles, he was awarded the first Outstanding
Research Award given by the University.
Both he and his wife of 50 years, Dr.
Georgina Morales de la Vega, a biologist, have
dedicated their professional lives to the teaching of science in higher education. His
interests include classical music and
computers.

'Tho unable to attend the June meeting –
many thanks for the recognition.

Helen Gruber
Helen graduated
from Chestnut Hill
College in 1952 with
a BS in chemistry.
She was first employed as a chemist
at the Philadelphia
Quartermaster Laboratories for five
years. There, she
performed chemical tests on various leathers
to determine if they would pass military
specifications.
Then, after further studies in biochemistry and protein chemistry, she was employed by the US Department of Agriculture at
the Eastern Regional Research Center in
Wyndmoor for 30 years. As a member of the
Hides and Leather Laboratory she conducted
research on the reactivity of various tanning
agents with collagen and elastic which are the
principal proteins in hides.
In retirement, Helen is active in several
ministries at her parish St. Thomas of
Villanova. She also volunteers at Mercy
Suburban Hospital in Norristown and does
volunteer tutoring at Our Lady of Victory
School in Philadelphia. In her spare time she
also enjoys traveling, especially cruises.

Dr. Lee R. Harper

Born in Reading,
PA, Lee attended
public schools in
Staten Island, NY.
Paul Fertell
After high school
I retired after 40 years from Seton
he obtained a BS
Company in 1992 as President and COO. I
with honors in
founded the Wilmington Chemical Corp.
Chemistry at Havin 1956 specializing first in solvent-borne
erford College in
and water-borne polyurethanes, followed
1950. He obtained
by the development of the broadest family
his PhD in Organic Chemistry from Cornell
of diglycidl ethers (epoxy diluents).
I reside in Chester Springs, PA with my University. In 1954, he was employed by
wife of 53 years. Woodworking, bridge and DuPont, Philadelphia. In 1958, he transferred
watching my nine grandchildren develop to the DuPont Experimental Station until
1974 when he returned to the Philadelphia
consume my time.
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Marshall Laboratory. During 43 years with
DuPont, he received more than 20 patents
and he advanced to the position of Research
Fellow. He retired in 1997.
In retirement, Lee has expanded his interest
in fishes and woodworking. He has collected
fish in the USA, Peru and Uruguay by netting
and hook and line procedures. He has served
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
American Killifish Association in 1999 and
2000 and was named Killifish Hobbyist of
the Year by that organization in 1997. He has
also developed new skills in woodturning and
cabinet making.
Lee married Pamela Gray in 1952 while at
Cornell. They have five children, five
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
All five of their children were able to come
from as far as Australia to attend their 50th
wedding anniversary in 2002.

in a wide variety of research problems, studying physical properties of and developing
new synthetic routes to organic intermediates
of use in synthetic fibers, dyes, pharmaceuticals and agrichemicals. The latter part of
my career with du Pont focused primarily on
the chemistry of fluoroaromatics.
After retirement in 1993, I spent several
rewarding years teaching at local colleges and
working as a consultant for DCV, Inc. (now
Arkion), developing synthetic routes to
diverse compounds, including anthraquinone
derivatives and curcumin. Now fully retired,
my principal interests are in travel (to such
far-flung places as Antarctica, the Arctic, and
the Serengeti Plains of Tanzania), classical
music and investments. I now reside near
Chadds Ford, PA with my wife of 51 years,
Julia.

Dr. Mark H. Krakov

I graduated from Bates in 1955, and
following a short vacation, went on to Iowa
State University, earning a MS in organic
chemistry under the direction of Dr. George
Hammond in1957. In 1958 I married Joanne
Keppl, whom I met and fell in love with at
ISU. Our son, Mark, was born in 1960, and
daughter Pamela followed in 1963.
From 1958-2003 I worked for Merck &
Co. Inc., in Rahway, NJ. In 1965 I changed
from being a bench organic chemist to a
chemical engineering position in Merck’s
pilot plant. Starting in 1966 I went to the New
Jersey Institute of Technology at night and
received a MS in chemical engineering in
1969.
From 1968-81 I became a Process Cost Analyst, performing economic analyses and
cost estimates, which were instrumental in
the selection and development of economical
processes of Merck products. In the
following years through 1993, I was
responsible for conducting special studies
relating to resource applications and planning
issues.
In 1983 Joanne and I took a Tauck tour to
Hawaii for our 25th wedding anniversary.
Fantastic! Since then we have taken just
about one Tauck tour per year, most of the

Glenn Lindberg
I grew up in
northern California
and received my BS
in Chemistry from
the University of
California, Berkeley, in 1955. I then
spent two years in
the US Army Ordnance Corps, where
I was involved in guided missile R&D at
Redstone Arsenal, AL.
Subsequently, I continued my studies at
Oregon State University, exploring the
synthesis of nitrogen heterocycles related to
purine bases, and receiving a PhD in 1962.
This was followed by three years of postdoctoral work as an NIH Fellow in the
laboratories of Henry Mautner at Yale
University, studying the physicochemical
and pharmacological properties of sulfur and
selenium analogs of naturally-occurring
nucleotides.
I then joined the Organic Chemicals Dept.
of E.I. du Pont, where I worked until my
retirement, first at the Experimental Station
in Wilmington, DE and then at the Jackson
Laboratory. During this period I was involved
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